
Prepare:  

The Storm Drain
Retelling: Beginning-Middle-End (B-M-E)

Place a sticky flag on the following pages: 5, 9, and 11. Create a B-M-E anchor chart

Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of their central message or lesson

Empathy
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Day 1                    

LESSON 
COMPONENT PLAN

Explain What the 
Strategy Is and Why 
Readers Use It

Introduce the New Book

Read and Demonstrate 
How to Use the Strategy

Independent Practice

Blank Lesson Plan for Interactive Read-Aloud Grades K–1

Comprehension Focus:  

Standard Correlation:  

SEL Connection:  

Book Title:  

Today we are going to use the B-M-E strategy. We will stop and think 
about what we read at the beginning, in the middle, and at the end of our 
story. We will think of key words to help us remember each part of the 
story and add it to our anchor chart. Thinking about what happens in 
each part of the story helps us retell the story in order.

Mother Duck and her ducklings are walking across the 
street to go to the park. Suddenly, all the ducklings slip and 
fall into a storm drain. Let’s read to find out what happens.

Have students draw a picture of what happens at the 
beginning, middle, and end of the story. Display the pictures 
on the wall.

Read pages 2 Read pages 2 ––5: 5: This is the beginning of the story. We’ve met the characters: Mother 
Duck and her ducklings. We know the characters are crossing the street to go to the 
park, which tells us the setting. We also know the problem: the ducklings slip and fall 
into a storm drain. Some key words that might help us remember this part of the 
story are: ducklings, park, storm drain. Add the key words to the anchor chart.

Read pages 6 Read pages 6 ––9:9: This is the middle of the story. Let’s think about how Mother Duck 
feels and who tries to help her. Turn and talk to your partner. Help students select 
key words to add to the anchor chart.

SEL Connection: SEL Connection: When someone is aware of someone else’s feelings, that is called 
empathy. In this story, the boy and the people that gathered around, like the person 
who called 911, had empathy for Mother Duck because they felt her worry and fear 
for her ducklings. 

Read pages 10 Read pages 10 ––12:12: This is the end of the story. Turn and talk to your partner about 
how the problem was solved: a firefighter scooped the ducklings out of the storm 
drain and saved them. On the count of three, use a gesture to show how the problem 
was solved (have students use a gesture to show how the firefighter scooped the 
ducklings out of the storm drain). Add the words firefighter and scooped to the 
chart.



Day 2

LESSON 
COMPONENT PLAN

Review the Book

Dictate the Sentence(s)

Interactive Writing

Extend and Connect the 
Learning

Notes and Next Steps

Have students work with a partner to retell a story from 
their book box. After reading fiction stories during guided 
reading, have them use the B-M-E strategy to retell the 
story.

Let’s write, The ducklings fell in a storm drain. Repeat that with me. As 
students say the sentence with you, draw a line for each word in the 
sentence on a piece of chart paper. 

Have students help write the dominant sounds in each word in the first 
sentence. Use the ABC Wall Poster to create a letter-sound link. Share 
the marker with students and have them help write any familiar sight 
words on the chart. Demonstrate proper letter formation on a dry-erase 
easel. As one student writes a letter on the chart paper, have other 
students practice letter formation by writing it in the air. Every time you 
write a new word, have students repeat the sentence; this will help them 
remember the story.

Reread the sentence. Display the chart paper next to the students’ 
pictures from Day 1.

The ducklings fell in a storm drain.

Use the student pictures and/or the anchor chart from Day 1 to retell 
the beginning, middle, and end of the story: In the beginning, the ducklings 
fell down a storm drain; in the middle, Mother Duck quacked for help, 
and someone called 911; at the end, a firefighter scooped the ducklings 
out of the drain. 
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