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Read Aloud
Making Meaning

USER GUIDE

PATHWAY

2 6Pathway 2 6
Remember
As students become more confident in using meta-cognitive strategies to 

auth

nd di
mselves but to those around ththe em. Thes onnections allow students

to draw conclusions about themselves, others, and the world.

NOTE: Keep the read aloud short. Ten minutes from beginning to end is enough
students to listen for understanding, create curiosity, discuss, and share. The overall 
purpose of the Read Aloud is to create a positive literacy experience.

That's What Was Read

Writing Integration
When a student finishes early during the Core Reading and Core Writing, they revisit a 
previous Read Aloud text. Pair the text with a writing prompt for enrichment or
extension. Example: Use one of the genres/modes of writing (personal narrative,
informational, argumentative, etc.) to write an essay in which a meaningful connection 
is made between self and text.

When a student finishes early during Core Reading to Core Wr
previous Read Aloud text. Students write a response speculating what will happen next 
or what information will be provided next. Students write a What If response and/or 
create a P.S. to add to the text.

Instructional Resource(s)
 Level Two Questions and Prompts
 Mystery Envelope

USER GUIDE

12  theliteracycentral.com |   - PB -

Instructional Components
Grade 6 - High School

Read 
Aloud

listening to 
reading

A text is read aloud for the purposes of allowing students to:
form opinions
apply comprehension strategies 
express and honor other's perspectives 
appreciate written works

Language is studied for the purposes of explicitly understanding:
how word parts work together to create meaning 
how words work together to create meaning
how language structure creates meaning

The reading process requires:
explicit instruction using modeling and demonstration 
shared learning between students 
support through scaffolding
instructional level texts

Self-selecting texts and silent reading:
provides authentic reading experiences
strengthens previous learning 
increases schema 
builds fluency and vocabulary

Writing to compose requires:
explicit instruction using modeling and mentor texts 
shared learning using student/student, student/teacher conferences 
application of the writing process
support through scaffolding

Word 
Study

study of the 
language

Core
Reading

learning to read
reading to learn

Independent
Reading
choosing 

to read

Core
Writing

creating 
composing
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Procedures
Arrange students in groups of 4-6.

Provide eah groupa deck of cards and include one word on each card. The  
words are compiled frm the text, lecture, or film (editable card template  

Each tudentne at a time, draws a card from the top of the card deck. The 

1

2

3

4

� Arrange students in new groups of 4-6 and provide each group a deck of the word cards.

�

Word Game (template)

legislature forerunner

tutelage reserved

<  card deck template

Procedures

Before reading, provide students a list of six to ten 
words from the text (top right).

Students cut apart the words on the list, or write each word 
on a sticky note.

Students determine their level of understanding for 
each word and place the word in one of the three 
categories (bottom right).

No Idea (never seen or heard of the word)

Some Idea (seen of heard of the word)

Know It (can explain the meaning of the word)

After reading, students return to the categorized words and 
place them in new categories as appropriate (below).

1

2

literally

anonymous

volunteer

reduction

orphan

random

significant

cognitive

boost

donation

3

cognitive

orphan

random

volunteer

significant

boost

literally

anonymous

reduction

donationKnow it

No idea Some idea

4

Know it

random

volunteer

boost

anonymous

donation

significant orphan

literally

reduction

Some idea

cognitive

No idea

The Health Benefits of a 
Random Act of Kindness

Rank the Words
from lead4ward Comprehension Kit
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Just the Facts
from lead4ward Comprehension Kit

Procedures

1

2

After reading, students 
work with a partner to 
record evidence 
presented in the text 
using the Just the 
Facts handout. The 
information is placed 
in the agreed upon 
category (near left).

The students share, 
compare, and justify 
with another group of 
students.

Provide two random 
categories (right).

With their partner, 
students create an 
inference combining the 
information from 
the two provided 
categories (bottom).

Students share, 
compare, and justify 
with the whole class.

4
theliteracycentral.com

factsju
st

 th
e

really COOL new I will USE this

very IMPORTANT
something to
REMEMBERmade me THINK

Changing a 
mind set 
changes 
everything!

Society's level of 
happiness impacts 
the quality of our
economy and 
politics.

State of mind 
changes 
everything.

A sense of
entitlement is a 
form of greed.

Being overly
 concerned about 
what you own
can lead to 
a sense of 
entitlement.

Follow your heart.
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factsju
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 th
e

really COOL new I will USE this

very IMPORTANT
something to
REMEMBERmade me THINK

Changing a
mind set
changes
everything!

Society's level of
happiness impacts
the quality of our 
economy and 
politics.

State of mind
changes
everthing.

A sense of
entitlement is a

Being overly 
Follow your heart.
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 th
e

really COOL new I will USE this

very IMPORTANT
something to
REMEMBERmade me THINK

Changing a Society's level of
happiness impacts
the quality of our
economy and 
politics.

State of mind

A sense of Being overly 
Follow your heart.

Being true to 

yourself makes 

you happier.facts

form of greed.

concerned about
what you own
can lead to
a sense of 
entitlement.

mind set 
changes
everything!

changes
everything.

entitlement is a 
form of greed.

concerned about
what you own
can lead to
a sense of
entitlement.

supports the differentiation between details 
and inferences and the understanding that all 
 details are created equal

theliteracycentral.com

Proc

Just the Factsf r o m  l e a d 4 w a r d  C o m p r e h e n s i o n  K i t

After reading, 
students work with 
a partner to record 
details from the 
text using the Just 
the Facts handout. 
The details selected 
are placed in 
the agreed upon 
category (near left).

1

2

5

The class shares, 
compares, and 
justifies.

3 Provide two random 
categories. 

4

supports the differe ween details 

all de l
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factsju
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e

really COOL new I will USE this

very IMPORTANT
something to
REMEMBERmade me THINK

Changing a 
mind set 
changes 
everything!

Society's level of 
happiness  impacts 

the quality 

State of mind 
changes 
everything.

A sense of
entitlement is a 
form of greed.

Being overly
 concerned about 
what you own
can lead to 
a sense of 
entitlement.

Follow your heart.
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e

really COOL new I will USE this

very IMPORTANT
something to
REMEMBERmade me THINK

Changing a
mind set
changes
everything!

Society's level of
happiness impacts
the quality of social,
economics and
politics.

State of mind
changes
everthing.

A sense of
entitlement is a

Being overly 
Follow your heart.

theliteracycentral.com

ju
st

 th
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really COOL new I will USE this

very IMPORTANT
something to
REMEMBERmade me THINK

Changing a Society's level of
happiness impacts
the quality of social,
economics, and 
politics.

State of mind

A sense of Being overly 
Follow your heart.

Being true to 

yourself makes 

you happier.facts
6

form of greed.

concerned about
what you own
can lead to
a sense of 
entitlement.

mind set 
changes
everything!

changes
everything.

entitlement is a 
form of greed.

concerned about
what you own
can lead to
a sense of
entitlement.

3

5
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Information Please

Informative Purpose

 Circle one.

 Explain, Express, or Reflect:
• How something happens(ed).
• How something was discovered.

Describe

• Person
• Place
• Thing
• Event

Inform, Share (just the facts).

Tell how to do something

Analyze/Interpret

Summarize

Compare

Answer a probing question (research)

What does it say? 
(two details from the text)

Author’s Purpose

What does it mean?
(one inference from the text)

Why does it matter?
(how to apply in the real-world)

Information Please

Response Prompt:
What is the controlling idea? Provide 
evidence from the text.

© copyright 2023. LITERACYcentral



Draw It

Procedures

1. Locate previously read informational text in Core Reading and Read Aloud.

2. Identify paragraphs or chunks of information demonstrating the following organizational
patterns:

• Description

• Clarification

• Definition

• Compare/contrast

• Problem/solution

• Cause and effect

• Pro and Con

• Advantage

• Disadvantage

3. Determine a way to display each
paragraph or chunk of information
for students to view.

4. Organize students into groups of three
and provide each student blank note
cards, colored pencils, gel pens, crayons
and/or markers.

5. When the paragraph or chunk of
information is displayed, students.
discuss and identify the organizational
pattern. Each student
creates an illustration and/or key words
on a note card to represent the pattern.

6. Rearrange groups to share, compare,
and justify.

Note:	Students place the cards in their Writer's 
Notebook for future reference during writing.

Definition Clarification

Advantage Disadvantage
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Name it, Claim it, Frame it

Procedures
1. Organize students into groups of two.

2. Provide each group several Name It, Claim It, Frame It cards.

3. Using the original informational text, students number the paragraphs.

4. Students read each paragraph and complete a Claim It, Name It, Frame It card for each
paragraph.

5. When all paragraphs have been completed, students share, compare, and justify.

Note: It would be appropriate to ask students to complete another Four Squares using the new 
organizational patterns. This serves as a reference during their writing.

Example:

Name It, Claim It, Frame It Cards

Name it:

Claim it:

Frame it:

Name it, Claim it, Frame 

Name it:

Claim it:

Frame it:

Name it, Claim it, Frame 

Name it:

Claim it:

Frame it:

Name it, Claim it, Frame 

Name it:

Claim it:

Frame it:

Name it, Claim it, Frame 

Name it:

Claim it:

Frame it:

Name it, Claim it, Frame 

Name it:

Claim it:

Frame it:

Name it, Claim it, Frame 

Paragraph Number

Organizational Pattern

Contribution to the 
Whole Text
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Name It, Claim It, Frame It
Cards

Name it:

Claim it:

Frame it:

Name it, Claim it, Frame It

Name it:

Claim it:

Frame it:

Name it, Claim it, Frame It

Name it:

Claim it:

Frame it:

Name it, Claim it, Frame It

Name it:

Claim it:

Frame it:

Name it, Claim it, Frame It

Name it:

Claim it:

Frame it:

Name it, Claim it, Frame It

Name it:

Claim it:

Frame it:

Name it, Claim it, Frame It

© copyright 2023. LITERACYcentral



 Important vs. Interesting

Procedures

Important vs. Interesting can be presented 
as a handout, cards, PowerPoint, etc.

1. Organize students into groups of two or three.

2. Provide each group a set of ten cards. The
cards include information from the text. Some
cards include the theme/message and key
events related to the plot. Other cards include
details/events presented in the text but are not
key ideas (see example).

3. Using sticky notes or cards, students label two
categories: Important and Interesting.

4. Ask students to sort the cards in terms of
summary. Students ask themselves the
following two questions:

• What is important to include in a summary,
so the reader knows what the story is about?

• What is interesting but is not a key idea?

5. Students sort the ten cards into the appropriate
categories. If the information on the card is a
key idea in the text, students place the card in
the Important category. If the information on
the card is not a key idea, the card is placed in
the Interesting category.

6. Student groups share, compare, and justify.
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Important vs. Interesting Cards

Author's Purpose

Important Interesting

Controlling Idea

Thesis Statement

Conclusion

Detail

Detail

Detail

Detail

Detail

Important: Make sure the details are NOT a key idea but support the controlling idea.
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 Fill in the Blanks

Procedures

1. Locate three informational articles. Cut the articles into three sections: introduction, body, and
conclusion.

2. Organize students into groups of two. Provide each group the introduction from article #one.
As a whole group, discuss the introduction. Ask Students: What makes this section an
introduction?

3. Students discuss what they would add as a body and conclusion.
4. Each group, using the introduction, fill in the blanks (conclusion and body) for the article.

5. Students share, compare, and justify. Read the original article and discuss.

6. Organize students into new groups of two using the conclusion from article #two. Students fill
in the blanks (introduction and body).

7. Student share, compare, and justify. Read the original article and discuss.

8. Once step seven is complete, organize students into a new group of two (making sure students
have a new partner). Using the body from article #three, students fill in the blanks
(introduction and conclusion).

9. Students share, compare, and justify. Read the original article.

Introduction Body Conclusion
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Information Please

Informative Purpose

 Circle one.

 Explain, Express, or Reflect:
• How something happens(ed).
• How something was discovered.

Describe

• Person
• Place
• Thing
• Event

Inform, Share (just the facts).

Tell how to do something

Analyze/Interpret

Summarize

Compare

Answer a probing question (research)

What does it say? 
(two details from the text)

Author’s Purpose

What does it mean?
(one inference from the text)

Why does it matter?
(how to apply in the real-world)

Information Please
Students complete the handout using their chosen Fill In the Blanks draft.   
 After completion, students revisit their draft to make  appropriate changes (if needed). 
This serves as the first step of reflection and revision.

Response Prompt:
What is the controlling idea? Provide 
evidence from the text.
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Think about it. Does your writing flow/sound the way you intended?

Find it. Where is the beginning? Where is the middle? Where is the end? 

Tell it (in your head). How did you introduce and conclude your writing? 

Be honest. Does your introduction and conclusion connect? 

Think About It

    
1. Provide students the Think About It prompts (below).

2. The purpose of the prompt is to engage students in active thinking during the revision
process. The prompts can be used as whole class prompts, small group prompts, or
student/teacher conference prompts. (If student/teacher conferencing is used, record
valuable information on a conference log to serve as a reference for future conferencing.)

Note: It is not necessary to engage in conferences with every student, every day.

3. After Think About It, students revisit their drafts to make revision (if needed).

THINK

T

Prompt Examples for INTRODUCTION, BODY, CONCLUSION

Writg 

TEACHER/STUDENT CONFERENCE: Create a notebook or folder to organize conference 
notes. Make sure to include the following: student’s name, date, title/description of the draft, 
and valuable information to include feedback and intervention ideas for future learning and 
conferencing.

theliteracycentral.com
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Share it

1. Organize students into groups of two.

2. One student in the group is the writer, and the other student is the listener.

3. Provide the listener a Peer Feedback card focusing on the revision feature
addressed in the Lesson Framework.

5. Using the prompts, the listener answers the questions and provides feedback.

6. Once the feedback has been provided, students change roles.

theliteracycentral.com

SHARE  
RESPOND

Respond to it:
Students consider the feedback provided during the Share it and make 
revisions based on the feedback and their own reasoning.

S

R
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Peer Feedback
Introduction, Body, Conclusion

Does the writing flow?

Is there a clear controlling idea/thesis?

How is the writing introduced? 

Does the conclusion signal  the end of the writing?

Do the details support the controlling idea/thesis?

Are there too many, too few, or just the right amount of details 
to support the controlling idea/thesis?

coherent, purposeful, focused, and organized

In
tr

od
u

ct
io

n
B

od
y

C
on

cl
u

si
on

coherent, purposeful, focused, and organized

In
tr

od
u

ct
io

n
B

od
y

C
on

cl
u

si
on

Does the writing flow?

Is there a clear controlling idea/thesis?

How is the writing introduced? 

Does the conclusion signal  the end of the writing?

Do the details support the controlling idea/thesis?

Are there too many, too few, or just the right amount of details 
to support the controlling idea/thesis?

theliteracycentral.com
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Name it, Claim it, Frame it
Writing

Procedures
1. Students chunk their drafts by organizational pattern and number the paragraphs/chunks of

information. Note: The information might already be organized by paragraphs.

2. Organize students into groups of three to four.

3. Provide each group several random and several Name It, Claim It, Frame It cards.

4. Students read each draft and complete a Claim It, Name It, Frame It card for each
paragraph or chunk of information.

5. When all paragraphs/chunks have been completed, students share, compare, and justify.

Example:

Name It, Claim It, Frame It Cards

Name it:

Claim it:

Frame it:

Name it, Claim it, Frame 

Name it:

Claim it:

Frame it:

Name it, Claim it, Frame 

Name it:

Claim it:

Frame it:

Name it, Claim it, Frame 

Name it:

Claim it:

Frame it:

Name it, Claim it, Frame 

Name it:

Claim it:

Frame it:

Name it, Claim it, Frame 

Name it:

Claim it:

Frame it:

Name it, Claim it, Frame 

Paragraph Number

Organizational Pattern

Contribution to 
the Whole Text
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Name It, Claim It, Frame It
Cards

Name it:

Claim it:

Frame it:

Name it, Claim it, Frame It

Name it:

Claim it:

Frame it:

Name it, Claim it, Frame It

Name it:

Claim it:

Frame it:

Name it, Claim it, Frame It

Name it:

Claim it:

Frame it:

Name it, Claim it, Frame It

Name it:

Claim it:

Frame it:

Name it, Claim it, Frame It

Name it:

Claim it:

Frame it:

Name it, Claim it, Frame It
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Think about it. Do your paragraphs follow an organizational pattern? 
Does the pattern of your paragraphs connect with its purpose?

Find it. What evidence supports the overall organization of your draft?

Tell it (in your head). Why did you end the draft the way you did?

Be honest. Are you happy with the way your information came together?

Think About It

    

THINK

T

Prompt Examples for ORGANIZATIONAL PATTERN

Writg 

1. Provide students the Think About It prompts (below).

2. The purpose of the prompt is to engage students in active thinking during the revision
process. The prompts can be used as whole class prompts, small group prompts, or
student/teacher conference prompts. (If student/teacher conferencing is used, record
valuable information on a conference log to serve as a reference for future
conferencing.)

Note: It is not necessary to engage in conferences with every student, every day.

3. After Think About It, students revisit their drafts making revisions (if needed).

TEACHER/STUDENT CONFERENCE: Create a notebook or folder to organize conference 
notes. Make sure to include the following: student’s name, date, title/description of the draft, 
and valuable information to include feedback and intervention ideas for future learning and 
conferencing.

theliteracycentral.com
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Share it

1. Organize students into groups of two.

2. One student in the group is the writer, and the other student is the listener.

3. Provide the listener a Peer Feedback card focusing on the revision feature
addressed in the Lesson Framework.

5. Using the prompts, the listener answers the questions and provides feedback.

6. Once the feedback has been provided, students change roles.

theliteracycentral.com

SHARE  
RESPOND

Respond to it:
Students consider the feedback provided during the Share it and make revisions based 
on the feedback and their own reasoning.

S

R
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Peer Feedback
Organizational Pattern

Is the overall organizational pattern of the draft obvious?

Are there multiple organizational patterns represented in 
the paragraphs?

Does the organizational pattens in the paragraphs support 
the purpose of the information?

coherent, purposeful, focused, and organized

O
rg

a
n

iz
a

ti
on

a
l

 P
a

tt
er

n

coherent, purposeful, focused, and organized

Is the overall organizational pattern of the draft obvious?

Are there multiple organizational patterns represented in 
the paragraphs?

Does the organizational pattens in the paragraphs support 
the purpose of the information?

O
rg

a
n

iz
a

ti
on

a
l

 P
a

tt
er

n
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