
Installation instructions for side rails on a pre 1977 hull and/or Super Sport interior 

 

Hardware inventory list: (8) oval, 12 (pan), (4) S-1 stanchions, (6) B-1 rail bases, (2) M-1 T-fittings 

The 13’ side rails are typically installed on the same molded fiberglass “step” as the mahogany seat 

clamps, however on pre 1977 hulls the inside of the gunnel is further away from the molded step and 

therefore the stanchions (stand-offs) will not reach the inside of the gunnel. Or, if a super sport interior 

is installed, the longer seat clamps will interfere with the mounting location of the side rails. We have 

corrected this by making the center upright 10” tall (instead of 6” tall) so that the middle upright rail can 

be mounted on the top molded step.  This allows the railing to sit closer to the inside of the gunnel.  The 

4 stand-offs (S-1) included are to be used on the forward most part of the rail to fasten the rail to the 

inside of the gunnel, and either the middle upright or rear part of the rail depending on hull and/or 

super sport interior. The upright or rear part of the rail which doesn't have a stand-off can be fastened 

more securely by drilling a hole through the rail and fastening to the mahogany seat clamp with a nut 

and bolt. 

• Check your package for necessary hardware:  (4) pieces of railing, (2) 10” uprights, (6) rail bases, 

(2) T-fittings, (4) stanchions, screws. 

• Preparing the railing:  Loosely assemble each side so that the rail will be malleable.  The way to 

do this is to not tighten the set screws for the “T” all the way. 

• First, slide one “T” fitting onto each bent rail, you can slide it onto either the male or 

female side.   

• Once the “T” fitting is on, connect the other bent rail. Then, slide the “T” fitting over the 

joint where the 2 rails meet hiding the joint. 

• Hand tighten the 4 set screws so that the rail can still be malleable. 

• Next, insert the middle 10” piece of tubing into the bottom of the “T” fitting.  The 2 set 

screws holding this piece in place can be tightened all the way at this time.   



• Next, locate the 4 stand-offs and slide one onto each end of both rails.  Once the stand-

offs are on the ends of the rails, it’s now time to install the rail base fittings. 

• Remove the screw from each base and insert into the bottom of the tubing.  There will 

be 3 bases per rail.  (It may be necessary to slightly drill out the hole at the bottom of 

the tube if you are unable to get the screw through the rail into the base).  The rails 

should now be fully assembled.   

• Placing the railing into the boat: 

• Place each rail in the boat and tape into place temporarily. 

• The center 10” upright will be screwed into the step on each side.  Mark where all the 

holes will be with a pen or pencil and drill pilot holes. 

• Fasten the rail into the boat using the screws working from the stern to bow.  Note that 

it is a good idea to use silicone or any marine adhesive sealant on all the screws and 

surfaces of the bases and stand-offs.  This step is not necessary but is recommended to 

keep water from intruding into the foam and will also help keep it tight. 

 


