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It was D J from T M in Santa Monica who 
first told me that S H was using the Maxon SD-9 
S D while we were hanging at a NAMM show in the 
mid 2000’s.

I knew of  S from his work with T T.  I also knew that 
A M was offering a S H mod for the SD-9, 
so I was a little skeptical about D’s report.

However, D confirmed that S had actually bought the stock 
SD-9 from him directly at the store!  Apparently, he felt that the 
stock version sounded better than M’s mod (sorry M – his 
words, not mine).

At some point S dropped by our booth and we got to be on 
semi-regular speaking terms.  S would always ask to try out 
various Maxon overdrives, and then he’d ship them back to us if he 
didn’t like them – which was most of the time!

S did wind up using the Maxon VOP-9 for several years along 
with the SD-9, and he was a big advocate for that pedal as well.  We 
even had M. T do some prototype VOP’s for him with 
different voltage configurations, but he always settled on the stock 
model as the best-sounding one for his needs.

Eventually S swapped his VOP out for the RC B, and he 
eventually wound up doing a limited-edition signature version of 
that pedal with X.

Seeing an opportunity, I asked S if he would be willing to do a 
signature SD-9 model for Maxon.  He graciously declined, stating 
that he didn’t really like signature gear and he only did the X as 
a special favor to them.  




















