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FUNCTIONAL READING ACUITY 
TEST 

 
This test is a non-standardized screening test for reading disability under high contrast and low (approximately 10%) contrast conditions.   
and for approximating the best print size required for reading.  See Whittaker, SG, Scheiman, M., Sokol-McKay, D. Low Vision 
Rehabilitation: A Practical Guide for Occupational Therapists, Slack, 2016 for administration procedures.  Developed by Stephen G 
Whittaker. 
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 The	children	sat	very		
still	while	the	man	told		
a	story	about	frogs.	
grown		string				13,264	
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A	group	of	sailors	dashed	
through	the	park	into	
the	waiting	car.	
.seat		please		1,450	
	

	

The	teacher	who	was	
wearing	a	bright	red	
shirt	sang	an	old	song.	
early		neared		23,640	
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I	parked	my	green	
truck	in	the	gravel	lot	
near	the	motel	office.	
singer		underway	433	
	
	
Many	people	walk	from		
our	dining	room	to	the		
large	front	porch.	
cannot		hearing		5,625	
	
	
The	boss	returned	to	the		
office	with	three		
cups	of	hot	coffee.	
glowing		become		10,820	
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He	carried	the	old	books	
and	stacks	of	paper	
down	the	stairs.	
drink	anyone	123,516	
	
	
She	locked	the	front	door	
and	carried	boxes		
of	food	to	her	car.	
everything		stone		2,512	
	
	
The	little	girl	looked	at	
three	wild	animals	
climbing	the	hill.			
stand		hardened		34,510	
	
	
The	boy	read	the	
numbers	next	to	a	dim	
light	in	the	old	kitchen.		
mainland		cold		312,	208		 	
	
	
A	handsome	young		
couple	rode	down	the		
road	in	a	fast	red	car.	
without		glowing	206	
	
	
For	the	past	several	
days	the	ground	has	
been	dry	and	very	hard.	
show		advice	405						
	
	
The	excited	crowd	listened		
to	the	band	play		
songs	from	the	past.	
football		along	23,104	
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Chart	design	and	Equivalent	Snellen	Acuity.			
M*	 Size	(mm)	 Points	(Cambria) At	40cm	 At	33cm	
8	 11.6	 76 20/400 20/500	
6.6	 9.3	 62 20/320 20/400	
5	 7.3	 47 20/250 20/320	
4	 5.8	 39 20/200 20/250	
3.3	 4.6	 31 20/150 20/200	
2.5	 3.7	 25 20/125 20/150	
2.0	 2.9	 20 20/100 20/125	
1.6	 2.3	 15 20/80 20/100	
1.25	 1.8	 12 20/60 20/80	
1.0	 1.4	 10 20/50 20/60	
0.8	 1.2	 8	 20/40 20/50	
0.6	 0.93	 6	 20/30 20/40	
0.5	 0.73	 4.5 20/25 20/30	
0.4	 0.58	 3.5 20/20 20/25	
	 	 	
*Distance	in	meters	at	which	the	lower	case	“o”	width	is	5	minarc	

Based	on	width	of	the	letter	lower	case	“o”	–	Cambria	(a	serif)	font.		San	serif	fonts	and	numbers	of	the	
same	font	size	are	typically	larger.		Note	points	are	M	size	X	10.	

Measuring	reading	acuity.			This	chart	has	not	been	standardized	or	validated.		It	is	for	screening	for	
disability	only.		It	is	impossible	to	identify	a	reading	level	for	individual	sentences	using	a	standard	metric.		
A	formal	validation	study	would	be	required	to	equate	the	difficulty	level	of	these	sentences.		By	design	and	
examining	the	results	of	4	reading	level	metrics	and	vocabulary	used	in	the	sentences,	the	reading	level	is	
estimated	to	be	between	4‐6	grade	USA.	
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	functional acuity test combined
	adlreading color
	invoice
	invoice2
	medications
	nutrition
	instructions




