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like the garden& he creates, the career of top la
designer Wiliam Dangar'’s has flourished, as he

he sowed 30 years ago with ‘a litle |Gwnmowiné! :
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Deapite having an interest in many businesses, Dangar iz a true collaborator,
and in hiz intervi e with WISH he continually referred to people in hiz field he
admires and others who have helped hirn al ong the way, First amnong themn is his
wife Julla who canvineed hivn tomalee that move to Sydney andgot hivn st artedin
gardening, Anctheriz the landzcape designer Bard a Heslding, wheormn he worled
with forfour vears, impl ernenting her desi gne, “She did all the creative worlz and
[ did all the physical worls” zave Dangar, Then therez Eric Matthews, a former
editor of Bzlle Magazing, who Dangar sayzinspived the creative side of hiz worls
and who gave hirnthe zelf-helief that he could go out on hiz own. And William
iClifton, an apprentice carpenterhe mek on a job and with whom he fomded the
A Eobert Flumb line of businezzes,

- Lkt B All the azzociated busineszes, Dangar zays have beenstarted out of necessity
' i “ “”l : _ and/or a way of keeping all azpectz of the design and congtruction of gardens
Pl ! L 1A il J 1 d! and houges in the zame e minded farmily az the right business partners came
; “ IJJE'“--'!- el I I sl i b e - along, “We've just organically morphed into a fewr different things over the past
A ' three decades, hezaye. Theproceszhaz given hirn rdltipl eincome strearns, and
Sl ] despite itz size it hazfreed hitn to concentrate onhiz firstl ove: garden design and

r— ' conzaltancy Andits the one part of hizworly he zays hewill neverlet 2o,
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.'ll ‘ l 'I"-. 4 | “It’s a very rare day when [ don't enjoy my job,” he zays, “The hardest part of
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iy business iz telling people that unfortumately I can't worls for thern we just
1. cant fit everyone in The consultancy worls iz fised, and a2 zoon az we zcaleup
T ! e d iy inwolvernent in the projects dirdnishes, and I want to be invalved in the
design of all our projects to warying degrees Mothingl saves our office without me
approving it, and [ dont mean thatin a controlling way, [t just that [ want our
clientztolmowthat although [ might not beintimatelyinvalved in every azpect of
their project, | have overseen it and approved it.”

The cormpany structure haz alzo given Dangar themeans to indulge hiz other
passion: architecture, “Julia and [ love rencvating and having our own buil ding
campany haz connected uz into a wonderful networls of creatives,” he zays,
“Bormne of the houzes we live in, zome we Mrbnb and zome we 2ell.” One houze
the Dangars decided to hald on to - but not live in — iz the rmult award -winning
Bismard: Howrein Bond, which iz avail able for short term holiday rentalz, The
houze waz designed by Andrew Burgess Arvchitects and iz one half of a pair of
zerniz in a fairly unloved part of Bondi. Alaneway mmne al ongside, and the genins
of Burgessz and Dangar® collaboration iz that, although the houze iz on a small
and narrowblocly they have created a trueurban oasts that Blurstheline between
indoor and outdoor space. “We abways lool: to buy properties that are on the
carner becauze we want to showeaze what we do.” zaye Dangar.

“Twe been friends with Andrew for many vears Hiz parents were clients of
mine, and [justranghivmup and [ zaid [ want you to do thizproject for Julia and
[ but there iz one caveat,” recalla Dangar “Tt can't belilee anything youve done
before.” Dangar zayz he and Julia are wery attached to the houze and will hald
on to it, and that the esperience of collahorating with 20 many of hiz favourite
creatives — stylist David Harrizon and hiz wife, author and design espert Karen
Mo Cartniey, az well az Burgess — waz 20 rewarding that he iz looldng for similar
projectzto sinlchiztesthinta,

Together with Clifton, Dangar ownz a parcel of land in Cheron inthe central
tablelandz of MISW. [t waz once a pine forest, and the pair ave cwrently in the
eatly stages of a conzerwation plan for theaite, “What shape and form our vision
for Oberon taltes we're not quite sure at thizstage” says Dangar, “We would lile
to build a series of interesting tiny architect-designed houzes for ecotourizm
Thatzthe plan, butitzvery early daya Basically, wetrenot doing anything withit
now becauze we don't have the money, but we will zave up for that, [ts a 10-year
project and [ thinl: that will probably zeeme out.”

When it comes to creating a new home from the ground up, a client today
engages the zervices not only of an architect but alzo often an nterior designer
and a landzcape designer az well, to ensure the three elements combine into a
whole greater than it parts, Dangar, however, iz not just interested in worldng
with zome of Australia®leading architects for the zalse ofit,

“T love architecture, but [ more interested in how it interfaces with the
landzeape,” he zaye, “It doesnt matter 2o much the zize of the budget or the
project, all that matters iz the cient’® willingness to do zomething interesting,
and the relati onship between the built form and the landzcape needs to be
balanced fram the beginning. So many people are looldng to masimize the
floorspace ratio of the built form to the detrivnent of thelandzcape, and on very
feww of our projectz have people aslted to malze the houze srnaller becauze they
want a bigger garden.” w
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Cladkwizefrom hop left: Hunrer
Valley garden; house in
Bellevue Hill; hw o views of
landscaping for a Mallymook
praperty on the MSW Sauth
Caast interior of Bismarck
Hause, Bondi; Barangaroo
Haouse; poal and garden in
Waucluse
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