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Dear listeners,

Several weeks ago, we released as one of our Friday Features a reading from an article by the 
late Jean Bethke Elshtain published in 2000. The article began with a description of American 
society as “civically depleted, politically cynical and rootless, socially mistrustful, and 
personally fearful.” She went on to lament the “decline of confidence in our basic institutions” 
which “threatens to render us incapable of sustaining these institutions over the long haul.”

Elshtain argued that the increasing signs of chaos in our social, cultural, and political 
institutions are in large measure due to a fundamental distrust of virtually all forms of 
authority. Such concerns are not of recent vintage. It has long been recognized that modern 
societies perpetually teeter on the edge of anarchy, in part because modern political thought 
relegates to the domain of private life any notions of the Highest Good that might coordinate 
our life together. 

In his 2005 book, The Ways of Judgment, Oliver O’Donovan wrote:

Western civilization finds itself the heir of political institutions and traditions which it 
values without any clear idea why, or to what extent, it values them. Faced with decisions 
about their future development it has no way of telling what counts as improvement and 
what as subversion. It cannot tell where “straight ahead” lies, let alone whether it ought 
to keep on going there.

For almost three decades, guests on the MARS HILL AUDIO Journal have offered 
glimpses of the genealogy of modern disorientation. And having talked with hundreds of 
perceptive thinkers about the trajectory of modern culture — Elshtain and O’Donovan, 
for example — I am more convinced than ever that the critical condition of contemporary 
societies requires the recovery and reaffirmation of truths that are unabashedly theological. 
As O’Donovan went on to argue in that book, the coherence and intelligibility of political 
and social order as such — including the ability to recognize the goodness of authority — 
“depends in important and surprising ways upon the faith expressed in the creeds.”

Of course, I’m profoundly biased about this, but I think that the interviews and 
commentary on the MARS HILL AUDIO Journal can help listeners make the connections 
between creeds and culture that are desperately needed at present.

A gift subscription to the Journal is a wonderful way for you to extend our effort to shed 
more light on questions about faith and life in the world. And Christmas — the season that 
joyously recalls the coming of the true Light into the world — presents an apt time for such a 
gift. I hope you agree and will enable through your gifts many hours of reflective listening.

Gratefully,

Ken Myers
Host and producer


