
Coconut Husk 
vs.

XSORB Super Absorbent



Where does it come from?

Coconut Husk products such as Coir Pith are predominantly imported from Malaysia, 
Indonesia, India, and Sri Lanka

Transporting the raw materials from overseas increases the products pollution and 
carbon footprint.

Poor environmental choice

Coconut Husk processing is harmful to the environment as Coir Pith is extracted from 
the husk of a coconut through a process called Retting which requires the use of many 
hazardous chemicals.

This is typically done in areas with little environmental oversight or regulations allowing 
those chemicals to make their way into ground water and harming the environment.

Coconut groves devastate ecosystems and wildlife

Materials and by-products produced from the coconut industry are all connected to an 
agriculture practice that clear cuts rainforest to create coconut groves for propagation. 

As demand for coconut related products has grown so has the need to clear cut vital 
rain forest to make room for the Coconut cash crop and has tragically thinned the 
biodiversity in those areas, displacing endangered native animals and plant life crucial 
to those ecosystems. 

Is it Non-Leaching or Biodegradable?

The manufacturers that package coconut husk by-products such as coir pith and 
market it as an absorbent claim it is biodegradable but also claim it is non-leaching. 
This is contradictory.

Coconut Husk and Coir Pith is organic, a combination of Cellulose and Lignin. It is 
biodegradable and will leach chemicals absorbed. 

Because landfills deprive trash of oxygen, any biodegradable organic material placed 
in landfills releases methane as it breaks down. Methane is the second most prevalent 
greenhouse gas emitted.

Waste Stream Materials

Manufacturers of waste stream products are accountable for the process that created 
the waste stream material.

The coconut husk absorbent industry claims that they simply purchase the by-product 
from the manufacturer of something else and that's somehow helpful but they are 
actually in essence providing income and revenue that supports and helps keep a 
harmful industry going.

On Water Based Liquids

Coir Pith is noted for its ability to float on water. The natural somewhat water repellent 
feature also slows its ability to absorb water based spills and chemicals making it less 
effective than other absorbent products on the market.

Flammability

Coconut absorbent is not 100% non-flammable and could ignite if in contact with a 
highly flammable accelerant such as gasoline.
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Where does it come from?

Made in the U.S.

XSORB is made from Eco-Friendly materials sourced from waste streams from dry-mine 
surface operations that conform to air quality and environmental regulations with no 
runoff or tailings to contaminate the undeveloped areas in which they are located.

Best environmental Choice

XSORB is certified non-leaching and will permanently trap and form a chemical bond to 
hazardous materials.

XSORB is an organic material but does not breakdown or convert into methane gas. 

The best absorbent is a mineral based, encapsulating, non-biodegradable, and 
non-leaching material like XSORB.

Fire Resistance

XSORB will not ignite in contact with a flame, is 100% non-combustible, and completely 
fire resistant with a melt point of 2500°

Vapor Suppression

XSORB Suppresses & Traps 95% of Vapors and Odors

Safety and Health

XSORB is non-toxic, perfectly safe, and approved for use around food and in food 
processing plants.

XSORB does NOT contain Crystalline Silica and complies with OSHA crystalline 
regulations.



Impact Absorbents, Inc.
5255 Traffic Way

Atascadero, CA 93422

Toll Free: (800) 339-7672 
Local: (805) 466-4709 
Fax: (805) 466-7709

M-F: 8:00am-4:30pm PST 
(Excluding national holidays)


