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TENSION ADJUSTMENT To check tension, with blades pointing upward, open the shear and 
let the finger ring drop. With correct tension, the blades will form an 
angle of approximately 10-30 degrees. If the finger ring drops abruptly 
and the blade closes completely or almost completely, the tension is 
too loose. If the finger ring moves very little after being dropped, the 
tension is too tight. 

To adjust the tension, turn slightly to the right 
to tighten and to the left to loosen. Remember 
that even a very small turn of the tension 
screw can make a big difference in the 
shear’s tension and performance, so make 
small adjustments and recheck as previously 
described to reach optimal tension. 

SHEAR CARE

CLEANING

OILING

SHARPENING
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To clean, take a soft cloth and wipe the blades from pivot area 
to blade tips to remove hair and debris.

FREQUENCY: Every day shears  
are in use.

FREQUENCY: Every day shears  
are in use.

FREQUENCY: Shears may require 
sharpening approximately every 
6 months depending on the shear 
quality and how the shears are cared 
for and used. 

FREQUENCY: The frequency of 
adjusting your shear’s tension varies 
greatly depending on the shear you’re 
using and how the shear is cared for. 
In general, the tension needs to be 
adjusted if you notice an issue like 
pushing or folding hair.

Follow the suggested care steps on this page to get the best 
performance and prolong the life of your shear.

After wiping the blades clean, place a drop of  
oil on the pivot area. With shears pointing  
downward, open and close the shear to work  
the oil into the pivot area. Wipe off any excess  
oil or hair.

It’s important to use a trusted source for sharpening your shear. When done correctly, a freshly sharpened shear will cut as 
well as it did when it was new. Some common signs that a shear need sharpening include pushing hair, folding hair or snagging 
or catching hair. 
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