
 

Mud Tips for Painting at Home 
 
Before you start: 
Make sure that your work area is clean and free of any food particles or oils.  
Oils can cause the paint to resist during the firing process. Wash your hands before you begin! 
Get a water bowl that you can clean your brushes in, and it’s handy to have a sponge on hand to wipe 
off any mistakes you might make.  
 
Pencil marks will burn off in the kiln - If you’d like to sketch out a design first, use light pencil lines. 
If you’re painting a base coat on your piece, paint your base coat first. Otherwise your pencil lines may 
not show once you’re ready to paint your design!  
 
3 Thin coats of paint work best 
With each layer, your brush strokes will be less and less visible, and your paint will look more solid. If 
you’re curious about what that looks like, where you selected your paints online shows what the 3 layers 
look like after firing. The paint looks very light and chalky before firing, so don’t be alarmed if your red 
looks pink. It’ll be bright and shiny when you pick it up after firing. 
 
Layering Colours 
If you’re doing a BASE COAT, or if you are layering colours, you can do 2 thin coats for your base, and 2 
more thin coats on top. Because the paint is transparent, your base coat colour may affect the colours 
that you paint on top. A pink over a blue background will turn purple during firing. If you want your light 
colours to stay bright, paint them on first then paint your darker colours around them afterwards.  
You can mix the colours also, if you like. Since the paint is water soluble, you can also use water to thin 
out the paint and treat it like watercolour. 
 
We dip everything in a clear glaze before firing, so if you want to leave a large area white, it will remain 
the eggshell white colour of the Bisque, and you don’t have to worry about putting on a base coat. For 
functional pieces that you expect to use heavily (mugs, bowls, plates) it’s a good idea to paint 3 coats 
over everything, including the inside. 
 
THICK PAINT CAN CRACK OFF DURING FIRING.  
Please smooth out any thick paint, and do not pour the paint or drip it onto the piece. 
 
OOPS! 
If you ever make a mistake, good news! You can wash it off with a clean damp sponge or a clean wet 
brush. Once the paint becomes transparent during firing, anything that is hidden underneath might 
become visible, so be sure to erase anything you don’t want to stick around! 
 
It’s a good idea to let the paint dry between coats. 
You can use a hair dryer to speed things up, or just do a coat of each of your colours, and by the time 
you’re ready to do your second coat of your first colour, it should be dry. You’ll notice that the paint 
becomes chalky and light once it’s dry.  


