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The return of the king

The Fizz – from 
left, Jay Aston, 
Mike Nolan and 
Cheryl Baker

Blues rock guitarist, singer and songwriter 
Joanne shaw Tayloris due to play the Glee Club 
when her gig is rescheduled after being cancelled 
due to the Covid-19 outbreak.  KeVIN COOPeR 
fires five questions at her

Is it good to be back out on the road here in the 
UK?
For me, it will be a nice little tester. We have just 
been out and played three shows with Joe [Joe 
Bonamassa] on the cruise, which I am now calling 
my first tour of 2020.  That was a nice little 
warm-up for me.  So yes, I am kind of looking 
forward to digging back in now, getting on the bus, 
getting back into gig shape and tour shape when 
you are just playing every day. I am bringing over 
my States guys who form the rhythm section.   I 
have never played the Glee Club in Nottingham 
before, so I am looking forward to seeing just what 
that is all about.

Whose idea was it for you to play the album in 
its entirety?
I must hold my hands up and say that it was mine.  
Thinking about it now... maybe it will be one that I’ll 
regret.  I have just never done anything like this 
before really, and in terms of business talk, it is 
quite easy to sell a tour when you have got a new 
album out. The challenge is always if you want to 
tour the same market again, as in the UK, which I 
have already toured once on the back of this 
album, then it is always nice to come up with 
something different.  The idea coincided with me 
wanting to play some of the smaller venues.  We 
went through a period of playing larger theatres, 
which is lovely, but I like to mix things up.  I do miss 
the smaller clubs and the more intimate venues 
sometimes….I just thought why don’t we play the 
album in its entirety as it is meant to be heard, in 
intimate venues, where I can talk a bit more about 
it. Then, when we talked about the rest of the set, it 
was just the idea of, “why don’t we just have the 
fans vote for it” because more than anything I was 
actually keen to see just what the fans wanted to 
hear.  

What would you say has been the highlight of 
your career so far?
There have been some big things like playing lead 
guitar in Annie Lennox’s band at the Diamond 
Jubilee Concert in London.  I have recently been 
nominated for a blues award which is totally 
amazing.  Working with Kevin Shirley that for me is 
a real highlight, but I would have to say that, for 
me, it has to be all of it really. 

■■  Joanne Shaw Taylor’s show at the Glee Club,  
Nottingham,  due to take place on Wednesday, 
March 25 has been rescheduled.  If you have 
tickets visit glee.co.uk to keep an eye out for the 
new date.

JOANNE SHAW TAYLOR
Nottingham

Bucks Fizz in 
1981 – clockwise 
from top left, 
Bobby G, Mike 
Nolan, Cheryl 
Baker and Jay 
Aston

How are you doing now, Jay? 
You look fantastic.
I’m a lot better, thanks. It’s been a 
slow recovery, but everything is 
going in the right direction. I still 
have a lot of fatigue, but I’m 
coping.

Who were you guys fans of in 
the 80s?
MIKE: Duran Duran, Spandau 
Ballet, George Michael. The kind 
of music I like is straight down 
the middle of the road, easy 
listening.
CHERYL: The Monkees. I loved 
Davy Jones, until I met him, and 
he was such a big 
disappointment!

Finally, have you all given up on 
the fight to regain your name, 

Bucks Fizz? 
CHERYL: Yeah. Legally it’s right, 
morally it’s completely wrong. 
Bobby G’s wife owns the name 
Bucks Fizz – even if they were to 
separate, she could go out as 
Bucks Fizz – and she was in 
primary school when we won the 
Eurovision! I think it’s shocking 
and they should be ashamed of 
themselves. They tried their best 
to stop us working in the early 
days. I don’t begrudge them 
work, but I do begrudge them 
stopping us using the name. 

■■  See the show at Theatre 
Royal, Lincoln, scheduled for 
Friday, March 27.  Check online 
for tickets at 
newtheatreroyallincoln.co.uk, 
01522 519999


