
in that time?
You know what, these latest round of gigs 
from all over the world. We sold out our UK 
tour in four minutes and similar in Asia – 
we’re playing stadiums over there. So I think 
being able to be 20 years on from when we 
began and seeing the joy on people’s faces 
and what A1 means to them – giving people a 
chance to forget all their problems and 
whatever is going on in their lives and just 
have a bl***y good time for a couple of hours, 
that’s what it’s all about really.

■■  The Boys Are Back tour comes to:
De Montfort Hall, Leicester on Wednesday, 
March 11, 2020. Tickets: demontforthall.co.uk, 
0116 233 3111, £24-£34; Royal Concert Hall, 
Nottingham, on Friday, March 13, 2020.  
Tickets: trch.co.uk, 0115 989 5555, £25 to 
£35.
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MUSIC
DON’T MISS
WILL YOUNG/JAMES 
MORRISON
Sherwood Pines

Will Young and James Morrison are to 
co-headline a Forest live gig at Sherwood Pines 
Forest, Nottingham next summer.

Both Brit Award-winning artists will perform 
individual sets that include greatest hits and 
material from their latest albums: Will’s lexicon 
and James’s You’re Stronger Than You Know.

Will Young has spent much of the last two 
decades at the forefront of pop. Finding fame 
following his win on Pop idol, he went on to clock 
up seven top five albums and four number one 
singles such as leave Right Now and Jealousy.

With the release of his debut album, 
Undiscovered, singer-songwriter, James 
Morrison was catapulted into the limelight. 

The album went on to sell over a million copies. 
His five Top 10 singles all rank among the biggest 
of their era, including the breakthrough smashes 
You Give Me Something and Wonderful World, 
plus the Nelly Furtado collaboration Broken 
Strings.

James Morrison said: “For the last 20 years 
Will has been at the forefront of British popular 
culture. That’s a massive achievement. 

“i think our sets will complement each other in 
a special way and i’m really looking forward to 
our shows together. it’ll be a great night out!”

Forest live is a major outdoor live music series 
held every year by Forestry England. it 
introduces forests to new audiences in unique, 
natural woodland arenas around the country. 

Over 1.9 million people have attended a Forest 
live concert in the last 19 years. With everything 
needed for a great night out, including good food 
and drink, the concerts are well-known for their 
informal and relaxed atmosphere set to a 
spectacular forest backdrop. Going to a Forest 
live concert helps look after the nation’s forests 
sustainably, with income from ticket sales 
helping to create beautiful places for people to 
enjoy, wildlife to flourish and trees to grow.

Will Young said: “Both James and i have fond 
memories of appearing as part of Forest live as 
solo artists in the past. We love the work Forestry 
England does, so we are glad to be back again in 
what promises to be a fantastic double-header of 
a show.”

See them on Sunday, June 28, 2020, at 
Sherwood Pines Forest, near Mansfield, or 
Cannock Chase Forest, near Rugeley, Staffs, on 
Sunday, June 21, 2020. 

■■  Tickets: forestryengland.uk/music, 03000 
680400, £49.50 (plus £5.95 booking fee).

over Christmas.

Do you normally work during the festive 
period, then? 
Yes. Every single Christmas, for as long as I 
can remember, I’ve worked. Last year I was in 
shows with Rocky Horror, various things 
previous years, so this year I decided to take 
some time off to actually enjoy the season 
and not be rushing about.

Have you done your Christmas shopping 
yet?
No. I’ve done some but every time I go out I 
tend to just buy a whole bunch of stuff for 
myself and that’s the end of that.  It’s been 
very successful for me but not for anyone 
else!

A1 have been going for 21 years now – 
what’s made you the happiest, career-wise, 

would suit being a duet, then I will ask myself 
“who do I think would be the right person?”

Would you say you’re generating new fans 
along the way now, or is your fan base 
predominantly the original fans?
A mix really. In Scandinavia and Asia, we’ve 
been quite active over the years with new 
material, so some of the fan base there don’t 
even know we were a band first time around,  
they’ve sort of joined in at a later stage. A lot 
of parents have passed their music taste on 
to their kids too. I Love Tracey Chapman and 
Marvin Gaye, etc, because my mum loved 
listening to them.

Last time I interviewed you, I think you 
were in Norway. Where are you right now?
Today, I’m just in London. I’ve got my final 
studio day of 2019. I am trying to clear up 
everything so that I can take some time off 
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