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MUSIC
NOW BOOKING 

beyond. 
From the depths of 

Liverpool’s Cavern Club 
all the way up to that 
famous rooftop on The 
Apple Building, The 
Upbeat Beatles will 
take you on a journey 
that is the story of The 
Beatles through their 
songs. 

■■  Venue: The 
Flowerpot, King Street, 
Derby.  Tickets: In 
advance from The 
Flowerpot & RAW 
Promotions.  rawpromo.
co.uk, £13.

IConIC anthems from the songbooks of female 
superstars across five decades are to be 
celebrated in a live music show to mark 
International Women’s Day. 

Diva brings together the 50-piece Limelight 
orchestra with pop, soul, jazz and musical 
theatre vocalists for a one-off event at 
nottingham’s Royal Concert Hall on Sunday, 
March 8, 2020.

The celebratory concert will feature 
renditions of songs from the most iconic female 
singers of the last 50 years including Shirley 
Bassey, Barbra Streisand, Diana Ross, Mariah 
Carey, Kylie, Amy Winehouse, Beyoncé and 
Lizzo backed by a big sound from the city’s 
leading contemporary orchestra. 

So listen out for hits including Get This Party 
Started, I Wanna Dance With Somebody, I’m 
Every Woman, Lady Marmalade, I Am What I 
Am, Run The World and Crazy In Love.

Co-hosted by singer-songwriter nina Smith 
and Kemet FM’s Jackie P, the concert will also 
feature the nottingham Women’s Centre choir. 

nina said: “What it means to be a diva for me 
stretches way past just being able to sing huge 
power ballads. For us women it represents 
female strength and power. Power to lead, 
power to be brave and power to achieve. The 
two artists I’ve invited to perform alongside the 
Limelight orchestra for Diva represent just 
that. Emily Makis has a special gift of knowing 
self worth and showing incredible tenacity to 
achieve in all that she does musically. I admire 
the way she can command a stage with her 
beautiful vocals and confidence. Whether she’s 
producing her own music, or writing songs for 
other artists, her leadership qualities spotlight 
her outer diva. Betsey was a no-brainer to the 
addition of this show after hearing her perform 
her power ballad Survive. Written from her own 
personal experience overcoming adversities, 
she’s another perfect example of what it takes 
to be a diva.”

The concert will also raise money for the 
nottingham Women’s Centre, which has been 
working for more than 40 years to help women 
gain the confidence and skills to achieve their 
full potential. 

Aga Kelly, of nottingham Women’s Centre, 
said: “What a great idea! We can’t wait to be 
part of this night celebrating International 
Women’s Day. our choir is already choosing 
what they want to sing, and we hope everyone 
comes out to share a wonderful evening 
celebrating strong women everywhere.”

The nottingham Girls’ High School Choir will 
also be performing as the chorus. 

■■  Tickets: trch.co.uk, 0115 989 5555, from 
£19.50 to £29.50. 

DIVA
Nottingham

A trip to Pepperland!
A BIT a Beatlemania is 
coming to Derby.

Tribute band The 
Upbeat Beatles will 
play The Flowerpot on 
Saturday, December 
28.  

In celebration of the 
52nd anniversary of 
the Sergeant Pepper’s 
Lonely Hearts Club 
Band  album, the band 
will dish up over two 
hours of non-stop 
music playing tracks 
from the album as well 
as a selection ranging 
from She Loves You to I 
Am The Walrus and 

The Upbeat 
Beatles

Umm. That’s a tricky question... maybe one of 
the 5ive songs, I’ve always liked a lot of them. 
Maybe Keep On Movin’ – we could add that to 
the A1 set, why not.

Who kept the Brit award you won back in 
2000? Do you rotate it?
No – we all got our own. They cost about 
£250 each, but if you win a Brit award it 
doesn’t really matter how much it costs! I’m 
sitting and looking at mine as we speak.

Back in the day, when kids would cover 
their bedroom walls in posters of their 
favourite popstars, I’m sure you featured in 
plenty, but who did YOU have on your 
bedroom wall?
I actually had Cindy Crawford…

Really?
Yes – because she had such a good…. Voice, 
obviously. It’s very strange when you’re 
younger that you have no concept of how old 
people are – so I was 10 and  putting posters 
of a 25/30 year-old woman on my wall, 
thinking that it was a possibility that might 
happen at some point.

You do a lot of collaborations with very 
beautiful female singers. Who are you 
hoping to work with in the future?
I have done a lot of collaborations, recently 
actually – the latest is our Christmas song 
(This is Christmas, with Morissette Amon), 
which has just gone mental, especially in Asia 
where it’s huge, which is brilliant. I don’t really 
have a list of people that I’d like to work with, 
if I’ve got a particular song which I think 

A1 burst on to the pop scene 20 years ago but, after six top ten hits. three albums 
and a Brit award, the band split up in 2002. later re-forming in 2009. Ben Adams tells 
 heleN BarNes  about their upcoming visit to Nottingham and Leicester

‘I think it’s going  
to be like one  
long stag do...’

We are so looking forward to you all coming 
to Nottingham and Leicester for the Boys 
Are Back tour in the New Year, can you tell 
me a little about it?
Well, er… I think it’s going to be like one long 
stag do, if I gauge it right. We are all a bit 
older now and a lot of those guys have got 
kids now, but I think they’re seeing it as a 
break away from home, to have a bit of fun, 
like they used to. We have done loads of these 
kinds of tours, like Smash Hits, back in the 
day and the Big Reunion. We always have 
such a great time with the other bands. We 
only get 20-minute slots each so it’s just 
going to be the big hits.

If you could swap a song with one of the 
other boybands, just for this tour, what 
would it be?


