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MUSIC
NOW BOOKING 

Off Without You (written by 
Becky and produced by Shift 
K3y) is the follow-up to her 
certified silver Summer hit I 
Could Get Used To This with 
Weiss.

Radio 1’s Greg James may 
have described Becky Hill as 
“one of the most underrated pop 
stars and vocalists in the world”, 
but with a slew of solo singles, 
two headline tours and her 
debut album set for release in 
2020, this is sure to change.

■■  Becky Hill supports the Script 
at Motorpoint Arena, Nottingham 
on Monday, March 9,   
motorpointarenanottingham.

com, 0808 164 4616, from £32; 
Becky’s headline tour comes to 
Rock City, on Sunday, November 

22,  alttickets.com/becky-hill-
tickets/nottingham-rock-
city/2020-11-22-19-00, £20.35.

MIdlandS based songsmith, alex Ohm, was 
the winner of the Pirate Studio Prodigy award 
in 2019. now he’s preparing to go on tour, which 
includes a date in nottingham. HElEn BaRnES 
caught up with the teacher-turned musician…

Wow, life has changed a lot since I taught with 
you a couple of years ago at Beeston Fields 
Primary School…
It has, so much! Our band disbanded and we 
started all over again. I have three new guys and 
they’re brilliant – it feels like we’ve been together 
for years now. It was a leap of faith to quit full 
time teaching, but it’s all worked out well. We’ve 
had a bit of time out from gigging, getting to 
know each other, writing and rehearsing.
Has winning the Pirate Studio Prodigy Awards 
given you a huge boost?
Yeah, it’s snowballed since there really. We beat 
over 2,000 other acts, which was great. There 
was a lot of support from big managements and 
Radio X, meaning we got to play some of the 
bigger festivals, like the Isle of Wight, for 
example. Winning that competition has certainly 
opened a lot of doors.
Have you got a manager now?
No, I’m still doing everything myself. It’s a 
learning curve, but the positive is that I can take 
it where I want. I think in the next 12 months we 
will be looking for management, to step things 
up a bit.
Why was it important for you to have a date in 
Nottingham?
Oh, you know my love for Nottingham, ha-ha. It’s 
such a nice compact city, but it’s full of culture. 
When I lived here, I liked going to the Hockley 
Arts Club, Rough Trade, the Hand and Heart – 
that’s a great place!
How different is a music career to full time 
teaching?
Teaching is probably harder to a degree, as 
you’re so limited in what you can do. This has its 
challenges, but it’s very different. I do still supply 
teach but I have more flexibility.
How would you describe your style of music?
It’s a tricky one as my influences are quite 
diverse and change daily. Maybe “symphonic, 
cinematic soundscapes”, but with a bit of rock 
and roll in there too.
Finally, what’s the single and when’s it out?
Going Nowhere Fast and it’s available to 
download on Friday, February 28.

■■  Alex Ohm plays Rough Trade in Nottingham 
on Thursday, March 12.  Entry is free.  Doors 
open 7pm.

ALEX OHM
Nottingham

Becky’s double header
FanS of Becky Hill are in for a 
double whammy this year.  She 
will support The Script in 
nottingham, on  Monday, March 
9, as well as returning to the city 
for a headline tour in november.

She said: “I can’t wait to go 
back on tour, playing in some of 
my favourite cities of the UK and 
Irleland!”

after an incredible 2019, 
Becky Hill is now the second 
most listened-to British female 
artist on Spotify in the UK, 
having notched up over a billion 
streams and mpore than 19 
million Spotify monthly 
listeners. 

Her brand new single Better 

Becky Hill

me: “You know you sound just like Roy 
Orbison singing Robbie Williams!”  With the 
help of family and friends, a tribute to The 
Big “O” was born.

What are your favourite Roy Orbison 
songs?
California Blue and Leah.

What are you proudest of?
Our West End debut last year. I am so proud 
of our show; it has been a family 
achievement.  We were told by so many 
promoters it would not work. So my wife said: 
“We don’t need them, we will do it ourselves,” 
and everything you see has been achieved by 
our family. Not a single promoter has had any 
input at all. 

What can the audience expect when they 
come to see The Roy Orbison Story at the 

Royal Concert Hall Nottingham in April?
I will be backed in this all-live multimedia 
show, with not only a fabulous band and 
musicians, but a big screen featuring both 
live streaming, and images from the life and 
times of Roy Orbison.  These will be 
interspersed with factoids and information 
about the life and times of someone who is 
considered to be one of the best singers the 
world has ever known.

What was your Plan B, in terms of a 
career?
Plan B? My career in music started quite late 
in life, so I guess you could say Plan B arrived 
before Plan A!  Before my musical career 
took off, I was a qualified HGV and tanker 
driver, I was also in the RAF.  I have refuelled 
Vulcans and the Red Arrows, and also worked 
for many years for Asda as one of their 
drivers.

Barry Steele is the voice of The Roy Orbison Story, which comes to Nottingham’s 
Royal Concert Hall this spring. He told us all about it

‘Roy Orbison’s  
songs are quite 
simply timeless’
What is it about Roy Orbison’s music that 
you love so much?
Orbison’s songs not only have wonderful 
melodies and tunes, the lyrics are some of 
the most sublime ever written.  Not only does 
the music take you back in time, the songs 
can make you happy, sad and emotive all at 
the same time. Orbison is known as a 
balladeer, but he also recorded and 
performed rock and contemporary songs. His 
songs are quite simply timeless.

When did you first discover your singing 
abilities and their likeness to Roy 
Orbison’s?
It was on a family holiday in Cornwall in 2001. 
I took the first steps on the road to becoming 
a professional singer when my wife Lynne 
and daughter Leonie entered me into a 
singing competition without my knowledge. It 
was there that a fellow competitor said to 


