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Little Trains 

of the Pyrenees
Take slow journeys through the 

beautiful border country between 

Spain and France, on some 

wonderful mountain railway trains.

Flying from  an airport near you , 

departs  April to October 2020    

 *Book between 28 Nov & 3 Dec 2019 quoting code BLACK. 
Subject to availability and may be withdrawn any time. 
Price shown doesn't include discount. 

6 days

from

£ 789   

Tour Highlights & Inclusions

• Spend five nights on the beautiful Costa Brava  
• Enjoy the views from the Roses 

Express road train
• The historic Little Yellow Train climbs 

into the French Pyrenees from UNESCO-
listed Villefranche-de-Conflent 

• The Núria Rack Railway offers the only 
access to the year-round mountain resort 

• Discover the stunning Upper Aude 
Valley on France’s Red train

• Three heritage train journeys and a 
ticket for the Roses ‘road-train’ 

• Fully escorted by a friendly, 
experienced tour manager 

• Five nights’ three-star half-board hotel 
accommodation, return flights and transfers

Holidays and Tours fl ying from  an airport near you 

Organised & operated by Newmarket Holidays Ltd. ABTA V7812. ATOL protected 2325. Subject to availability. 
Sin gle supplements apply. Standard phone charges apply. Prices correct at time of going to print.
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which the young Puccini threw 
into the melting-pot.

Choral singing was bright, 
crisp and well-balanced 
throughout, with conductor 
Calum Fraser ensuring that 
ensemble was tight, diction clear 
and phrases moulded to convey 
the work’s spiritual intensity.  

The massive Gloria was a good 
test of musical versatility, 
moving from the folk-like, 
animated and cheerful opening 
through the hushed calm of the 
‘Et in terra pax’ to the startling 
magnificence of the ‘Laudamus 
te’.  

Anthony Flaum and Ossian 
Huskinson were the tenor and 
baritone soloists, well-matched 
in the ardour, operatic power and 
razor-sharpness of their singing.  
The tenor’s fervent ‘Gratias 

agimus’ and the bass’s dark 
‘Crucifixus’, were dramatically 
compelling and reached deep 
into the music’s emotional core.

In the concert’s second half 
conductor Jonathan Tilbrook 
took to the podium to conduct a 
spirited performance of Saint-
Saens’ Organ Symphony, in 
which the solo part was played 
by John Keys.  

Despite a few problems of 
tuning and ensemble in the slow 
movement, the effect of the 
Binns organ providing a soft bed 
of sound for the gorgeous string 
melody was one of the evening’s 
highlights.  

As was the symphony’s 
triumphant ending when organ 
and orchestra threatened to 
remove the Albert Hall’s roof.  

The audience loved it.

LET’S ROCK RETRO WINTER TOUR 2019                 MOTORPOINT ARENA 

We watched the final headliner, 
Tony Hadley, whilst standing with Lee 
James, frontman from the amazing 
‘True Gold’ tribute act, which was a 
little surreal – there had been many 
double-takes all evening, many 
wrongly assuming it was his brother. 

There was little chat between songs 
from Hadley – he just got on with the 
music - the event running slightly late 
and needing to finish at 11pm, both he 
and the crowd were clearly 
disappointed there wasn’t time to play 
some of his biggest hits. 

However, no Tony Hadley 
performance would be complete 
without the mega ‘Gold’ and 
Nottingham showed its appreciation 
and love for the former Spandau Ballet 
frontman by singing it back to him at 
the top of their voices.  Many expected 
a collaborative Christmas finale at the 
end; Unfortunately, that didn’t come 
to fruition, but it didn’t really matter 
– the night was a huge success.

she had a little christmassy surprise in 
store. This was in fact in the shape of a 
cute bespoke ‘Santa’ dress, crafted 
specifically for this tour, showcased 
perfectly as she bounced onto stage 
with her usual infectious enthusiasm, 
spreading the festive spirit.

Always smiling, always happy and 
always full of energy, it’s impossible 
not to warm to Claire Grogan. ‘Happy 
Birthday, Happy Christmas’ she sang. 
Reminiscing over her Rock City days, 
she told me afterwards ‘I always love a 
Nottingham audience and tonight 
didn’t disappoint!’

Booked to perform at every Let’s 
Rock next summer, Toyah not only 
sounded sensational, but looked it too. 
Her voice was faultless, her outfit, 
dazzling – hard to believe she’s now in 
her 60s.

However, it was Marc Almond who 
stole the show. Hit after hit, he had the 
crowd captivated with a truly 
memorable performance.

UNIVERSITY OF NOTTINGHAM CHOIR AND PHILHARMONIA 
 AlbERT HAll

Puccini’s Gloria revisited 
In many ways the young 
musicians of the University of  
nottingham were exactly the 
right people to perform Puccini’s 
Messa di Gloria on Saturday.  

If you thought that Puccini 
only wrote operas, you wouldn’t 
be far wrong - but when he was a 
student he wrote the Mass as a 
graduation exercise. 

After just one performance it 
was forgotten about for 75 
years.

The university musicians 
made a very convincing case for 
it in their high-energy 
performance, capturing its 
sweeping melodies, grandeur 
and spiritual conviction.  And 
they also had the flexibility to 
cope with the range of styles 

By WILLIAM RUFF

PICTURES: KEVIN COOPER 

Clockwise from left, 
Soni, Tony Hadley, 
Toyah, Marc Almond


