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Visit  newmarketholidays.co.uk/nep  Call  0330 160 7782  quote code  NEP 

Galway, 
Connemara 
& Ireland’s 
Stunning West
Discover one of the most beautiful and 

unspoilt corners of Ireland, renowned 

for its ancient Gaelic heritage and 

traditional Irish hospitality.

Flying from  an airport near you , 

departs  April to October 2020    

 *Book between 28 Nov & 3 Dec 2019 quoting code BLACK. 
Subject to availability and may be withdrawn any time. 
Price shown doesn't include discount. 

6 days

from

£ 665   

Tour Highlights & Inclusions

• A visit to vibrant, colourful Galway City 
• A drive along part of the Wild Atlantic Way 

and scenic tour of glorious Connemara
• Admission to beautiful Kylemore Abbey
• Visits to the towering Cliffs of Moher and 

the lunar-like landscape of the Burren
• Entrance and tour of historic Westport House
• Sheep dog experience at Glen Keen Farm
• Fully escorted by a friendly, 

experienced tour manager 
• Five nights’ four-star half-board hotel 

accommodation, return flights and transfers

Holidays and Tours fl ying from  an airport near you 

Organised & operated by Newmarket Holidays Ltd. ABTA V7812. ATOL protected 2325. Subject to availability. 
Sin gle supplements apply. Standard phone charges apply. Prices correct at time of going to print.

    EGDAILYwith Simon 
Wilson 

LET’S ROCK RETRO WINTER TOUR 2019                 MOTORPOINT ARENA 

and quick. During each switchover, we 
were treated to a couple of minutes of 
banter from 80s heartthrob and all-
round nice guy Pat Sharp, along with 
his co-presenter from the summer 
festivals, Dave Benson Phillips. A 
clever addition that many weren’t 
expecting.

Dr and the Medics did a sterling job 
opening the show and gained an army 
of new fans along the way.  

Famous mainly for their 1986 
Number One single, ‘Spirit in the Sky’ 
(written and originally recorded by 
Norman Greenbaum), they had just 
the energy that was needed to get the 
virtually sold out crowd on their feet, 
before heading up the road to 
Sheffield for their second show of the 
day.

Sonia and Altered Images were up 
next and both proved popular. 

Catching up with the ‘You’ll Never 
Stop Me Loving You’ hit maker 
backstage before the show, she hinted 

BLAST 
FROM 
THE 
PAST

If you’re a fan of music from the 
1980s, you’ve probably heard of 
Let’s Rock, the UK’s biggest retro 
festival series. You may even have 
been one of the 150,000 music 

lovers that attended a Let’s Rock 
festival this summer, rewinding back 
to the decade of decadence, with the 
organisers bringing you the very best 
of the era.

 Nottingham played host to the 
opening night of the ‘Winter Tour’, a 
series of just three arena dates. 
Headliners Marc Almond, Jimmy 
Somerville and Tony Hadley were to 
come in the second half so it was up to 
Sonia, Altered Images, Toyah and 
Boney M, each playing just a couple of 
their greatest hits, to get the party 
started.

With over three hours of music, the 
Let’s Rock ‘house band’ made 
transitions between artists effortless 

By HELEN BARNES 

Front man Justin Hawkins owns 
the stage and uses every inch to 
unfurl his sparkle-rock fury. 

As they finish the album with 
‘We are the Guitar Men’, there is 
tension - will they play any 
classics?

Frankie Poullain, with a cowbell 
in hand, can mean only one thing 

and the band send out a clear 
message with the opening riffs of 
‘One Way Ticket to hell and back’ 
(which contradictorily is a return 
ticket) that The Darkness are not 
leaving town until faces are 
melted. 

They deliver tracks from all 
their previous albums loudly and 
in true Darkness style. 

Hammering out ‘Barbarian’, 
screeching through Radiohead’s 
‘Street Spirit’ and the immortal ‘I 
Believe in a Thing Called Love’. 

A festive treat of ‘Christmas 
Time (Don’t Let The Bells End)’ 
rolls the night into their final song 
‘Love On The Rock With No Ice’ 
and the crowd are gently rocked 
back to reality. There’s even a 
guitar riff piggyback over the 
crowd.

Everyone came here to have 
their rock appetites satisfied - The 
Darkness delivered. 

THE DARKNESS  ROCK CITY

The Darkness delivered
SWIPE the top off the British 
cream of rock and you have The 
Darkness. 

The energy that exuberates 
from this band forges an 
atmosphere that sets the tone for 
the night, even before they take to 
the stage. It’s 16 years since these 
garish rock gods unleashed their 
quadruple platinum-selling album, 
‘Permission to Land’. 

But before we hear the sonic 
behemoths from their past, they 
open with ‘Rock and Roll Deserves 
to Die’, and continue to play their 
latest album, ‘Easter is Cancelled’, 
in full. 

It’s classic Darkness. Played live, 
the album moves to the next level 
- a high-octane journey of 
explosive guitar greatness with a 
much needed subdued track 
called ‘Deck Chair’ in the middle. 

By CHRIS RATCLIFFE
Justin 
Hawkins
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