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MUSIC
NOW BOOKING 

TickeTs are now on sale for Texas who will be 
coming to Nottingham and Leicester as part of 
their 24-date autumn tour.

Formed in 1986 by sharleen spiteri and 
Johnny Mcelhone, the band has sold over 40 
million records, had 13 top ten Uk singles, three 
number one Uk albums and eight top ten Uk 
albums including Jump On Board, released in 
2017.

A new album is planned for later this year.
 
■■Tickets:  Nottingham:  Royal Concert Hall, 

Saturday, October 31.  trch.co.uk, 0115 989 5555,  
£31-£52 (VIP packages also available); Leicester, 
De Montfort Hall Tuesday, November 3, 
demontforthall.co.uk, 0116 233 3111 £30-£51 (VIP 
packages also available).

TEXAS
Nottingham/Leicester

But what about the “young, free and 
single” catchphrase, were you really?
No, I was. Pretty much all the time I was at 
Radio 1. I was young, free and single – 
obviously every year you get a bit older 
though.

Who would you love a selfie with?
Bruce Springsteen. Yeah, I love Bruce 
Springsteen.

Would you be brave enough to ask him, if 
you met him?
Do you know what, I would. Being at Radio 2 
there are lots of big names that come into 
the building – that I’m a genuine fan of, and 
I’ve just got into the habit of – if I like them – I 
want a photo with them. James Corden was 
here a while back and I told him I was a bit of 
a fan and asked for a photo.

Do you get starstruck?
Of course!

But you must have met millions of famous 
people through your work…?
Yeah, but still, if I’m a big fan, of course I get 
nervous, just like anyone else.

Back in the day, your face adorned many a 
bedroom wall. Who did you have posters 
of?
I never really had the posters on the walls. If I 
had though, back in the 80s, I loved Kim 
Wilde – she was an absolute sweetie. Belinda 

Carlisle too and Claire Grogan, another cutie.

How would you score in Pop Master, or 
another radio quiz? Is your knowledge 
amazing?
I’m sure my knowledge is amazing but sadly 
my memory isn’t! It could be because I had a 
gap of 25 years from radio and wasn’t really 
involved, but it is coming back to me, slowly. 
Every day when I do Pop Master, when I stand 
in for Ken Bruce, I put my hand over the 
answers, and I have to say that most days I’m 
absolutely dreadful. I’m normally good with 
the first two or three.

If you were to go to one of these 80s gigs 
where everyone is in fancy dress, who 
would you dress as?
Maybe Adam Ant, or perhaps, Freddie 
Mercury.

Finally, what would you say to anyone 
that’s on the fence about whether to get a 
ticket for 80s Classical?
It will probably be one of the most magical 
nights they will ever have. It is such a special 
experience. It’s probably the best show I’ve 
hosted since the 80s.

■■  80s Classical featuring Jimmy Somerville, 
Belinda Carlisle, Howard Jones, Nik Kershaw 
and Carol Decker, is at the Motorpoint Arena 
Nottingham on Thursday, November 5.  
Tickets: motorpointarenanottingham.com, 
from £40.40.

DJ and former Top Of The 
Pops presenter Gary Davies 
is coming to the East  
Midlands with a host of pop 
stars on the 80s Classical 
Tour.  heleN BARNeS    
caught up with him

‘Probably the best 
show I’ve hosted 
since the 80s’

What’s so special about this 80s Classical 
Tour?
Oh my God. They asked me to do a Friday 
Night Is Music Night special for Radio 2 of 
80s Classical and I really had no idea what to 
expect. I went along to the London Coliseum 
and I can’t tell you how mindblowing this 
show is; When you have a 60-piece orchestra, 
performing all these songs that you know, 
with the original artists, with the original 
rhythm tracks, it’s just a hair-raising moment. 
It’s unbelievable. Spine-tingling. I walked in 
during rehearsals and just went “Wow!”

Who surprised you the most?
Jimmy Sommerville. Pocket rocket. He is 
phenomenal, absolutely phenomenal. He 
always had it in the 80s, but I think he was 
probably more reserved then. Now he’s just 
completely relaxed and just goes for it. The 
voice is as strong as ever, if not stronger and 
he is just superb.

Is it likely to be a different type of audience 
to the usual 80s gigs?
I think it will be quite mixed.  Obviously the 
big 80s fans [will be there] but the 80s 
audience now are so wide ranging – it’s just 
got mass appeal. I played a party the other 
week for a 13-year-old, who’s like the biggest 
80s fan ever!

Can you sing – are you musical at all?
No. Not at all.

If you were and could have been in an 80s 
band, which would you have chosen?
I’d be in U2.

What was the best thing about presenting 
Top Of The Pops?
I just remember, when I was a kid, watching 
TOTP and thinking how amazing it would be 
just to be in the audience of the show, let 
alone presenting it!

Can you think of your fondest work 
memory?
You know, everything back then was fun, 
Working on the radio, in the studio, TOTP, the 
roadshows… The roadshows were special 
because you got to see your audience and 
have fun with them. They were such big 
events, the trucks would roll in and we would 
literally take over the town for the day, 
sometimes with crowds of up to 45,000!

You had real heart-throb status in the 80s 
– do you still get loads of women coming up 
saying “Oooooh, Gary Davies on the 
ray-dee-oh”...?
Yes, I still get people saying that, but they’re 
not necessarily women – it’s pretty much 
everyone! I never considered myself a heart-
throb – I was just the young single boy, having 
a lot of fun.

Gary Davies


