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get away

fans, I did question whether potentially 
alcohol-fuelled female fans might 
become a little ‘dangerous’ at times?

“Well,” replied the frontman, “I’ve no 
problem with having pictures taken. It’s 
when the hands grab your body parts 
that it gets a bit too much! And that does 
happen quite frequently!”

Nathan’s shows were a big hit, many 
guests going to every single perfor-
mance. Having the talent to literally 
transform a room of over 40s, quietly 
sipping their prosecco, to a party that 
has everyone on their feet in a matter of 
minutes – nobody does it better. 
Dancing on the sofas, balancing 
precariously on spinning chairs, 
sharing the stage with fans, 
he smashed it every time.

DJ Pat Sharp was just 
as popular. We saw 
him run a very witty 
Q+A with The Fizz 
earlier in the day, 
then popped up to 
the top deck to see 
him and his mate 
Gary Davies mixing 
their stuff outdoors, 
after lunch – a spectacu-
lar sight with such an 
unbelievably big crowd. 

It was hard to believe it was just 
mid-afternoon!

Cooler and more handsome than 
ever, Pat posed for endless selfies during 
the mixes, with everyone – women and 
men – queuing tirelessly to meet him.

“OK, put one hand in the air,” he 
requested. “Now join hands with 
someone you don’t know….”

The crowds were captivated, and it 
was easy to see why.

Probably the biggest crowd favourite 
was The Fizz, who brought a real sparkle 
to the party. Polished, looking incred-
ible, sounding fabulous and clearly 

enjoying it, they genuinely seemed quite 
taken aback by the love for them in the 
room when they performed.

Rightly deserved, they were fantastic 
– so good, in fact, that we went to both 
their shows too!

But it was the mighty Tony Hadley 
headlining the next night – and 
everyone was looking forward to that. 
He had literally been mobbed wherever 
he’d gone on this ship but had always 
obliged for selfies, taking time to chat to 
each and every fan who stopped him. 

What a great guy!
It ‘s not just about the headliners,  

mind. Massaoke, debuting on the ship 
in their outlandish costumes 

(their costume designer 
works for Burberry), came 

away with a whole new 
fanbase, myself 

included. 
Singer Mark 

Nilsson told me: “The 
energy in the room 
was brilliant – a real 
festival atmosphere, 

euphoric!
“We’ve been to see 

most of the other artists 
ourselves. Sister Sledge  

was tremendous fun and  
super slick. 
“And Tony, well, it was quite surreal, 

as he was dealing me hands of blackjack 
in the casino last night!”

Back in the Star Lounge, a very sweaty 
Nathan was nearing the end of his 
energetic set. The room was buzzing. 
For us, next stop was Club Tropicana,  
to see Pat do what he does best, with yet 
another DJ set. 

Many would be returning from one of 
Bobby Davro’s live shows – a clever 
addition to the mostly musical line-up, 
and a masterclass in comedy.

Best. Weekend. Ever.
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 ■ adriatic coast  : Planet 
Cruise (planetcruise.com; 0808 
278 8504) offers a seven-night fly 
cruise onboard Silversea Cruises’ 
Silver Shadow from £3,283pp 
(all-inclusive on cruise) flying from 
Manchester on August 14, 2020 
(other regional flights available). 
The cruise includes return flights, 
and stop offs in Venice, Rab Island, 
Split, Kotor, Corfu, Dubrovnik and 
Hvar Town.Stop off at Venice


