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MUSIC
NOW BOOKING 

older ‘progressive’ songs 
amongst my earliest attempts 
to experiment outside the blues 
repertoire we began with has 
proved hugely enjoyable. Along 
the way, over the last 50 years, 
there have been a good few 

pieces that still strongly 
resonate with me today on 
either a musical or lyrical level. 
Hopefully both. Some are really 
tricky to play; some might sound 
that way but fall under the 
fingers quite naturally although 

the overall arrangements 
require feats of memory! Test 
my marbles; come to the party!”

The band releases a limited-
edition 4CD/2DVD version of its 
1979 album Stormwatch – 
containing new stereo and 
surround-sound mixes, outtakes, 
a live show from 1980 and a  
casebound book – today.

■■  Tickets: demontforthall.co.uk, 
0116 233 3111, £34-£39.

DAVe Brock of Hawkwind has had a career 
spanning 50 years. You would have thought by 
this time in his career that he would have ticked 
off most points on his bucket list but it seems 
this is not the case. 

The last few years have seen the band 
explore new territory. including embarking on a 
tour with an orchestra for the first time.  
“That’s the whole point of being an artist, isn’t 
it? You’ve got to constantly keep chasing 
otherwise it becomes very boring,” Brock 
proclaims.

Last summer also saw Hawkwind perform at 
London’s Citadel Festival, on a line-up headlined 
by Australia’s Tame Impala and littered with 
indie guitar bands, Hawkwind stuck out like a 
sore thumb. “It’s a good thing to do all of these 
festivals.  I hope we gained some new fans. 
Nowadays festivals cater to lots of different 
people, there’s lots of different genres sitting 
together. In the 90s we used to do a lot of 
dance and trance festivals!” Brock laughs.

Hawkwind released their 31st studio album, 
Road To Utopia, last year and have just 
released another, All Aboard The Skylark, to 
brilliant reviews.  

2019 marks the band’s 50th anniversary, and 
it is set to be even bigger with the 
announcement of their 50th Anniversary Tour.

The tour follows on from an incredible 2018 
which saw them tour their groundbreaking 
production In Search Of Utopia – Infinity and 
Beyond to sell-out audiences in the UK.  The 
latest tour will lead up to their big anniversary 
show at London’s Royal Albert Hall.

Speaking about the tour, Brock explains that 
it will be visually different to what fans might 
normally expect. 

“We always try to bring something new to the 
table when it comes to our shows. This time we 
need to do something different. We’ve got a few 
ideas…

“Touring is what we do for a living and we 
obviously try to make our shows spectacular. 
We are rehearsing regularly. We may have one 
or two surprises for the tour…”

So, after half a century, are they planning on 
ending anytime soon? 

“You never know what’s going to happen – 
there might be an asteroid hitting the earth. 
Y’see, music is a brilliant escape, so we’ve got 
no plans to end anytime soon! As long as we 
are having a good time, we’ll continue. I 
wouldn’t be doing it otherwise – I always like a 
challenge, constantly writing new songs and 
trying new things.” 

That’s a no, then.
 
■■  Hawkwind play Rock City, Nottingham, Friday, 

November 22,  alttickets.com, £28.05; and 
Coventry Empire, Sunday, November 24, 
coventryempire.co.uk/, £28.69.

HAWKWIND
Nottingham/Coventry

Tull’s touring in 2020
JeTHRO Tull have announced 
The Prog Years Tour 2020.

Coming to Leicester De 
Montfort Hall, Thursday, October 
1 next year, the progressive rock 
band says it will be focussing on 
the early heavy hitters of the 
Tull classic albums including 
Stand Up, Benefit, Aqualung, 
Thick As A Brick, Passion Play 
and even a touch of Thick As A 
Brick 2 from 2012.

From the outset, Tull’s 
frontman Ian Anderson created 
the distinctive persona of the 
flute-playing minstrel, balanced 
on one leg and playing music 
with an historical slant. 

Ian says: “Dusting off many 

Jethro Tull, with Ian 
Anderson (centre)

Ah, do you 
always take it 
off before you 
go to bed 
though?
I try to take it 
off 
immediately 
after the gig 
now. There 
was one time 
when one of 
the Medics, 
Paul, and I 
were rushing 
to the chip shop straight after our set and I 
did forget to take my make-up off. Paul 
noticed and kept quiet – but the poor guy 
behind the counter was completely horrified!

How different do you look on an average 
day when you’re not working?
Well, put it this way, I suppose in 30 years I’ve 
been recognised in public probably less than 
20 times!

Am I right to assume that your flamboyant 
clothes aren’t purchased on the high 
street?
True. I used to have everything made, years 
ago, because you just couldn’t buy the sort of 
tat that I wear. But now, I just spend a day 
crawling through the most obscure sites 
possible on the internet – and it’s amazing 
what you can find. I’m not going to say which 
websites, though, as everyone will start 
looking like me and that would be 
horrendous!

Which is the favourite cover you sing?
Err, very good question! I’ve got to go with 
the obvious I suppose and say, Spirit In The 
Sky, haven’t I?

No, ha-ha, I meant APART from that!

Ok, well in that 
case, I think She 
Sells Sanctuary 
is the favourite 
cover we play, 
currently.

When I chatted 
to you after 
your set at 
Cattows Farm, 
a couple of 
months ago, 
you were 
debating 

whether to stay and have a night out in the 
East Midlands… what did you eventually 
decide?
We stayed, and it was a very good night. We 
had come off stage the night before at 
midnight, in Devon, then driven up to 
Leicester for 10am for that gig. We were the 
first band on and were buzzing when we 
came off, as it went brilliantly well. We all 
decided in the end that as we have the night 
off, we may as well go and really enjoy it. 
Melissa, our singer, is a Leicester girl, so it 
was great for her. I think we got back to the 
hotel about 2am!

Do any of your friends and family call you 
Doctor?
Erm, no. There are a few that just call me 
Doc, but not my family. My mum calls be Clive 
and my kids still call me Dad.

Finally, going back to Let’s Rock, if you 
could stay to just see one artist after your 
set, who would it be?
Ah, I’m not going to say that, I won’t be 
drawn. What I will say though is that if you’re 
coming to Let’s Rock and there are artists on 
the line-up that you’ve never seen live before, 
keep an open mind – you may be pleasantly 
surprised!

Formed in 1981 and best known 
for their No 1 hit – a cover of 
Norman Greenbaum’s Spirit In The 
Sky – doctor and the medics are a 
popular addition to the 80s festival 

circuit. The doctor, aka Clive Jackson had 
this to say...

You’ve played in Nottingham before, 
haven’t you?
Oh God, many times! We started touring in 
1982 so there’s not many corners of Britain 
that we haven’t been to. However, it is our 
first time playing for Let’s Rock in 
Nottingham… old town, new experience!

The band you currently have is a newer line 
up – how many are the originals?
Just me! I wear them out quite quickly. That 
said, Jonny Randle, our bass player, has been 
with me for 20 years. When the band split at 
the end of the 90s, we couldn’t buy a gig. 
This is how bad it got: we played a working 
men’s club in Middlesbrough and after the 
first song there was absolute silence. Then a 
woman at the back shouted: “Can I have your 
shoes?!”

When you’ve got all your gear on, do you 
think you’re less approachable – as you’re 
not half as scary as you look?
Ha! I don’t know if that’s the case, but we 
were definitely punching above our weight in 
those early Let’s Rock shows – everyone had 
more hits and was more well-known than us, 
so I think when we appeared there was quite 
a bit of suspicion as we were the one-hit 
wonders on the block. As the make-up 
doesn’t go on until about 10 minutes before I 
go on stage these days, the other artists all 
see me looking “normal” anyway!

Do you put your own make-up on?
Yes, I do! It takes me about two minutes – I’ve 
had lots of practice.

SKY SPIRITS REBORN
Clive Jackson 
onstage

Hawkwind


