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MUSIC
NOW BOOKING 

a question, now’s your 
chance.  

Alan discusses his 
career, the music 
industry and his 
relationship with the 
bands in a live 
interview and Q&A, 
where you have the 
opportunity to ask him 
your own questions.

■■An Evening With Alan 
McGee.  Glee Club, 
Nottingham on Sunday, 
May 3.  Tickets: glee.
co.uk/performer/alan-
mcgee/ Price: £15 plus 
£1.75 booking fee.  

MozArt, Musgrave, plus a dash of Wyn and 
towers – enjoy A Little Night Music with 
Sinfonia Viva at Derby Cathedral.

Yes, the Grammy-nominated orchestra of the 
East Midlands, returns to Derby Cathedral next 
month under the baton of principal conductor 
Frank zielhorst. 

the programme starts with the programme’s 
inspiration – Mozart’s Eine Kleine Nachtmusik.  

the serenade is one of Mozart’s most 
enduringly-popular pieces of work. Completed 
in 1787, it was not published until 1827 – long 
after Mozart’s death – and is now an instantly 
recognisable piece used widely in television and 
film scores.  

the programme then takes a more 
contemporary turn with Green by celebrated 
female composer thea Musgrave – regarded as 
“a modern master of the orchestra”.

Born in 1928 the Scottish-American 
composer has been the recipient of many 
notable awards including two Guggenheim 
Fellowships, the Ivors Classical Music Award 
2018 and the Queen’s Medal for Music. She was 
awarded a CBE on the Queen’s New Year’s 
Honour List in 2002.

Green is a short work about conflict – 
expressed through a clashing of opposing 
musical forces – and simmers with tension and 
energy.

Finally, the orchestra will be joined by 
soprano Fflur Wyn and counter-tenor William 
towers for the passionately dramatic Stabat 
Mater.

the piece will be introduced by the Acting 
Dean of Derby Cathedral, Canon Elizabeth 
thomson, who will explain its relevance in the 
approach to Easter as it commemorates the 
sorrows of the Virgin Mary at the crucifixion.

this is composer Pergolesi’s most celebrated 
sacred work, which he completed in 1736 just 
before his death from tuberculosis in a 
Franciscan monastery in Pozzuoli.

Conductor Frank zielhorst said: “these three 
pieces are very different, ranging from the 
timeless majesty of Mozart to the 
contemporary genius of thea Musgrave.

“they all however share the common theme 
of being passionate and powerful scores and 
are therefore perfect for the wonderful 
acoustics of Derby Cathedral.”

■■  Tickets for A Little Night Music on Wednesday, 
March 25, start from £16 at sinfoniaviva.com or 
Derby Live: 01332 255800.

SINFONIA VIVA
Derby

Maverick McGee’s back
ALAN McGee is an 
outspoken maverick.  

that’s how the man 
behind Creation 
records has been 
described.  

Having worked with 
some of the most 
significant bands of the 
last 30 years – 
including oasis, Primal 
Scream, My Bloody 
Valentine, Jesus and 
Mary Chain and the 
Libertines – he’s also 
got a story or two to 
tell.

And if you’ve ever 
wanted to ask the man 

Alan McGee

I’m sure there will be nights when we party, 
but at the same time there will be periods 
where we have to be sensible just so that we 
can complete the whole tour.

You’re a real academic too, with so many 
letters after your name – how did you find 
the studying after a career in the 
limelight?
After Damage, I went on to specialise in 
working with the Youth Justice Sector – 
children that are at risk of going on to 
commit offences or at risk of being expelled 
from school, along with working with children 
in custody that have committed some pretty 
serious offences. The studying for me was 
just a natural progression. I didn’t want to be 
someone who was just blagging. I went off 
and did two degrees so that I could have a 
real theoretical knowledge. I’ve got my own 
organisation and we do incredible work.

Sounds inspirational, but why are you so 
passionate about this?
I think that we, the guys in Damage, were 
very fortunate and we found our passion 
really early and were able to sign a record 
deal and travel the world. However, some of 
my friends were not so fortunate. I wanted to 
see where it was going wrong for kids – kids 
that maybe schools didn’t diagnose 
behaviour that should have been diagnosed, 
or children that have been exposed to really 
traumatic experiences – and I just wanted to 
give them opportunities, where possible. 
And, if we can’t, then to work with those kids 
that are maybe in custody for 20 years and 
challenge their thinking.

Are you coming to a school in Nottingham 
with one of your workshops?
I am indeed. Parallel to the Boys Are Back 
Tour, I’m doing a national schools tour. The 

There’s more to Andrez Harriott than his role in the band Damage. Alongside his 
Boys Are Back tour, the qualified criminologist will be part of a nationwide school 
tour to combat crime and bullying.  heleN BarNes  caught up with him

‘The studying was 
just a natural 
progression’
Who’s idea was the Boys Are Back Tour?
Good question! I think it originated from our 
agent – a few of the bands are represented by 
the same agent – we had initial discussions 
last year and it just sounded like a great 
opportunity to perform together. We all get 
on really well, so it was a no brainer for us – to 
give the fans something different, a whole 
package.

Are you rehearsing yet?
The music is all done, and we go into 
rehearsals in a week’s time. We have to see if 
our knees can still hold up!

Ben Adams (A1) told me in a recent 
interview that he thinks the tour will be like 
one long stag do….
That’s a very good way to put it, Ben, yeah! It 
will, but at the same time we are going to 
have to be sensible – we have over 30 shows; 

Conductor 
Frank 
zielhorst


