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GAMERS’ PARADISE

HOW TYSON BECAME JOHN
How can an English icon like John Lennon 
be American? well, thanks to the talented 
Tyson Kelly, this very thing has happened.  
MARTIN HUTCHINSoN chats to him ahead 
of his tour with The Bootleg Beatles

Just over a year ago tyson Kelly took over 
the role of John in the award-winning band 
the Bootleg Beatles.

Formed from the original cast of the West 
End show Beatlemania, the band has 
become an institution in their own right with 
their note-perfect recreations of hits 
covering the whole of the Beatles’ career. 
Most recently, they’ve been performing 
some extra-special shows with a full 
orchestra and choir.

“It’s been phenomenal!” tyson tells me. 
“But it’s been by far the most demanding 
show. there was so much to learn.

“sometimes 
the early stuff is 
just ‘chugging’ 
away, but for this 
show I was also 
on keyboards and 
memorising all 
the lyrics, but to 
be honest I’ve 
been dying to 
play ‘new’ 
Beatles’ songs – 
and by that I 
mean songs that don’t get played all that 
often.”

so how exactly did an American become 
John Lennon?

“I’m from the san Fernando Valley, just to 
the north west of LA, and I got word from a 
friend of mine that the Bootleg Beatles 
were hiring. I’ve been touring for around ten 
years and played in a Beatles-inspired band 
for about four years. I’d also played John in 
a small show called 

ticket to Ride.
“so I sent an email applying for the post 

and sent some recent footage of myself. I 
then had an interview over skype wearing a 
wig from the early Beatles era. I did about 
45 minutes as John.

“they then invited me over to London for 
an audition. By then it was down to the last 
six and they offered me the role.

“I was absolutely floored to be given the 

opportunity. I’d just turned 30 and there was 
nothing holding me back. It’s been over a 
year now and it just flies by.

“the pace is extremely hectic as we play 
over 100 shows a year all over the world, but 
it’s an absolute blast. Everyone is really 
professional and it’s run really well. there’s 
passion and drive which I share.”

And tyson fitted in seamlessly.
“It was just so nice, I’d never played with 

such high-calibre talent in the Beatles’ 
world. We just gelled so fast.”

tyson says that there is one thing that is 
the most important.

“It’s all about the vocals for me. You have 
to sing really well and both steves (steve 
White who plays Paul and stephen Hill who 
plays George) are phenomenal singers. 
Gordon (Elsmore – Ringo) is pretty good 
too.”

Music 
runs in 
tyson’s 
family.

“Yeah, my 
father tom 
Kelly is in 
the 
songwriting 
Hall of 
Fame. He 
wrote five 
Number 

One hits: Like A Virgin by Madonna, the 
Pretenders’ I’ll stand By You, Alone by 
Heart, Cyndi Lauper’s true Colours and I 
Drove All Night – all with songwriting 
partner Billy steinberg; and he wrote Eternal 
Flame with the Bangles’ susanna Hoffs.”

so what can we expect to hear in the 
show?

“As usual, it’ll be split into sections 
covering the whole career of the Beatles, 
with backdrop footage and costumes. And 
the Abbey Road section will feature quite a 
bit of the album.

“It’s a dream come true. A lot of people 
would kill for the job and I really got lucky. 
And I do a pretty good John Lennon accent.” 

■■  see the Bootleg Beatles’ Abbey Road 
tour at the Royal Concert Hall, Nottingham 
on Monday. December 16.  tickets: trch.co.
uk, 0115 989 5555, £27.50-£35.

GAMERS get ready, this weekend is for you.  
QUAD Derby is celebrating computer and 
video gaming culture with RAM Fest.

open to all ages and event provides an 
insight into just how the genre has 
developed.  over 20 computers and 
consoles will be featured from the Retro 
Computer Museum in Leicester, including 
the iconic Commodore 64, Super Nintendo 
and Playstation 1.

RAM_Fest will also look to the future with 
new developments, such as a Beta testing 
section highlighting playable games made 
by artists and games in development by 
Indie developers, many local to Derby.

There will be the chance to play classic 
games and on display will be items from 
gaming history, including ephemera from 

the development of Tomb Raider, created in 
Derby. Guest speakers include C64 and 
8-bit music composer Rob Hubbard; 
illustrator and games developer David De 
Leuw, YouTube star and Gamer Girl 
TheGebs24. A Tomb Raider panel includes 
Heather Stevens, Judith Gibbins and Andy 
Sandham. There will also be evening 
screenings of Tomb Raider documentary 
Lethal And Loaded and sci-fi movie Tron 
(PG). 

RAM_Fest takes place tomorrow and 
Sunday) at 10am-5pm in QUAD, with 
additional events in the evenings. Tickets: 
£10, £7 concessions per day, weekend pass: 
£15 (£10 concessions), Family pass (for up 
to two adults, and up to six children under 
16) £20 per day.  Book at: derbyquad.co.uk.

■■  Let’s Rock Retro winter Tour is at the 
Motorpoint Arena, Nottingham, on Friday, 
November 29.  Tickets: 
motorpointarenanottingham.com, from £49.36

SHE’S best known as the lead singer from the 
80s group, Altered Images. Passionate about 
her work and hugely proud to still be in this 
business after 40 years, Clare Grogan is feeling 
very fortunate. 

What will this Let’s Rock Retro Winter Tour be 
like from an artist’s perspective?
It’s almost like a family event for all of us that 
take part in it. It’s just really fun. We’ve been 
doing the Let’s Rock events all summer, but it 
will be a different atmosphere performing inside 
and, in the evening too.

And from a fan’s perspective?
Well, they’re all amazing performers, I’ve seen 
them all so many times. I think of it like the best 
episode of top Of the Pops. there’s something 
for everyone.

Do you consciously fit gigs around being a 
mum?
Very much so. When Ellie arrived, I took a year 
off. I was 43 and delighted to have that break. I 
do try to work around my family and have done 
that successfully now for a long time. Obviously, 
it does mean that I have to say no to some 
things.

I hear you’ve written a children’s book – how 
did that come about?
I’m someone who likes doing things and I had 
this idea when Ellie was a bit younger – I wanted 
to explain to her about how I ended up being a 
pop star. I thought the best way was to write a 
book about another girl, loosely based on my 
experience, so I told my story of my love of 
music. It was a really joyous thing to do and the 
book did well – reaching number two in the 
Waterstones Children’s Book Chart!

Are you going to follow in the footsteps of the 
McFly singers? They have a whole series out?
Well, I have written book number two and that’s 
online through Amazon, but I’m just so busy 
with other stuff. Writing is a whole other full-on 
career – I’m sure I will write something else but 

LUCKY GIRL!
it’s all about timing.

You’ve done a fair bit on screen too: Gregory’s 
Girl, Red Dwarf, EastEnders.
Yes, I’ve just done a cookery show for BBC 
scotland too, called Corner shop Cook Off.

Are you a great cook as well, then?
Well, my husband and I have a couple of 
restaurants. I do like cooking and think there’s 
something lovely about cooking for your family 
too.

Speaking of EastEnders, how was that? You 
played Ian Beale’s love interest – do you stay 
in touch with Adam Woodyatt?
No, not really – I bump into him now and again 
and he is a lovely guy. Apart from anything, 
these guys are so busy, they work all the time. I 
really enjoyed the experience, but I also realised 
it wasn’t for me. I was originally cast for nine 
weeks but ended up staying a year!

Who’s the most famous person you’ve ever 
sang your hit Happy Birthday to?
urm…. oh, I don’t know... I do get asked all the 
time to sing it in video clips for people’s parties.

Do you charge?
No, I don’t – but I often think I could make a 
fortune out of this!

Nowadays, which would you say is your main 
passion – singing, acting, writing or 
presenting?
I like working. I feel that I really love the 
opportunities that I get and I’m fortunate that 
people keep asking me to do things in a 
manageable way. I feel so passionate about my 
work, but I also have a life as well and to me 
that’s so important.

Clare Grogan
The Bootleg Beatles


