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WHAT’S ON
DON’T MISS

former Strictly Come Dancing champion Kevin 
Clifton is to star in the 2020/2021 UK and 
Ireland tour of Baz Luhrmann’s smash hit 
Strictly Ballroom The musical, playing the lead 
role of Scott Hastings. 

After seven years on Strictly Come Dancing, 
Kevin has announced his departure from the 
series and now makes a full-time move into the 
world of musical theatre in a role that couldn’t 
be more perfectly suited. 

Kevin said: “I’m beyond excited to be finally 
fulfilling a lifelong ambition to play Scott 
Hastings in Strictly Ballroom The musical.  When 
I was 10 years old I first 
watched the movie that 
would become my 
favourite film of all time. 
This is my dream role.  
Plus I get to work with 
Craig revel Horwood 
again!  I really can’t wait 
to don the golden jacket 
and waltz all over the UK 
from September this year 
in what’s set to be an 
incredible show!”

The musical is based on the award-winning 
global film phenomenon Strictly Ballroom, which 
inspired the world to dance. Directed by Craig 
revel Horwood, this all-singing, all-dancing and 
all-glittering show is set to dazzle audiences 
once more.  

Kicking off in Nottingham on September 26, 
the musical will then waltz around the UK & 
Ireland before culminating in reading in June 
2021. Tickets are on sale from 
strictlyballroomtour.co.uk

Kevin joined Strictly Come Dancing in 2013, 
performing in the final five times and was 
crowned Strictly Champion in 2018.  He’s a 
world-class professional dancer, former Youth 
World Number one and four-time British Latin 
Champion and has won international open titles 
all over the world. After making his West end 
musical theatre debut in 2010 in Dirty Dancing, 
Kevin has starred in The Wedding Singer as 
robbie Hart (Wembley Troubadour Park 
Theatre) as well as starring in the West end 
production of rock of Ages as Stacie Jaxx. 
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Details

Always on 
the road: 
Carol 
Decker

As a retired elite sports woman, I have 
found the aging process on my body quite 
difficult to deal with – how, as a glamourous 
pop star, do you deal with this, in the public 
eye?
You can be so hard on yourself – like a lot of 
women, I think it is hard to watch ourselves 
age. You take it for granted, it doesn’t hurt to 
be easy on the eye, but the sands of time 
don’t exactly run upwards. I’m 62 and I can’t 
believe that’s my age. I try to work out four 
times a week and walk our new dog for an 
hour a day. I have a very good home gym, 
with a treadmill, stationary bike, a weights 
station, punchbags, free weights. I have 
osteoporosis, so I have to do a lot of weight-
bearing exercises, but I do enjoy it. I do push 
myself and I think it helps with your mental 

health too.

Finally, what’s the best thing about being 
in your 60s?
(laughs) Probably that I don’t really give 
much of a f**k about what people think these 
days. I used to be quite anxious and worried 
that I would offend or p*** somebody off, but 
I know I’m not rude, I know I’m a nice person, 
so I guess I just don’t worry as much.

■■  T’Pau are part of 80s Classical at 
Nottingham’s Motorpoint Arena on Thursday, 
November 5, with Jimmy Somerville, Belinda 
Carlisle, Howard Jones, Nik Kershaw and the 
Royal Philarmonic Concert Orchestra. Tickets 
from £40.40. motorpointarenanottingham.
com, 0843 373 3000.

Any new music?
Ronnie and I are right in the middle of 
recording now. We have two great new songs 
and have interest from a German label – but 
even if that doesn’t go ahead, we will just put 
it out and let fans know that there’s some 
new music. There is new stuff, like Run, which 
we did last summer, but I’ve always been 
disheartened by the output– very grateful 
that the fans still love the classics and I do 
too, but I do sometimes think what’s the point 
of going to all the trouble and effort of 
making a new record if no radio stations are 
going to play it and no-one’s going to hear it? 
We’ve been really close to getting on the 
Radio 2 playlists, but then at the last minute 
we don’t – it can be really frustrating.

Kevin 
Clifton


