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WHAT’S ON
NOW BOOKING 

minutes to drain. with water 
heated to 37 degrees for 
performer comfort! The stage 
production – directed by 
Jonathan Church, with Olivier 
Award-nominated choreography 
by Andrew Wright, design by 
Simon Higlett and lighting by 
Tim Mitchell – is based on the 
classic Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
film, regularly voted the most 
popular film musical of all time.

Singin’ In The Rain will also 
return to Japan, the third time 
the production has played in the 
country

Michael Harrison 
Entertainment and Jonathan 
Church Productions present the 

Chichester Festival Theatre and 
Stage Entertainment Production 
of Singin’ in the Rain.

■■  The show will be at 
Nottingham’s Theatre Royal on 

March 9-13, 2021, £24-£57.50, 
0115 989 5555, trch.co.uk: 
Birmingham Hippodrome on 
March 16-20, 2021, on sale April 
27 (prices TBA), 0844 338 5000, 
birminghamhippodrome.com.

THIS year’s Derby Folk Festival runs from 
Friday. October 2, to Sunday, October 4, with 
Derby Cathedral, The Old Bell Hotel and QUAD 
playing host to artists including Lucy Ward, 
John Tams and Barry Coope, Kathryn Roberts 
and Sean Lakeman, and Kitty Macfarlane.

Sessions in The Old Bell’s Tudor Bar will take 
place throughout the weekend, together with 
fringe events on the Market Place with music, 
dancing, and the popular craft fair.

Festival patron Lucy Ward, who kick starts 
the weekend at Derby Cathedral on Friday night 
with India Electric Co, said: “I’m so excited to be 
performing in my hometown, and to be playing 
in our incredibly beautiful and atmospheric 
cathedral.“

Last year the festival took a break from its 
normal format to become the Derby Folk 
Weekender, due to logistical challenges 
presented by the closure of the Guildhall 
Theatre. Having secured QUAD as a new venue, 
it is back in full this year.

Highlights at Derby Cathedral include: Friday 
– Lucy Ward: award-winning Lucy, a festival 
patron, goes from strength to strength as a 
writer and performer; India Electric Co: 
traditional instruments in contemporary styles; 
Saturday –

the English Fiddle Ensemble: four of 
England’s finest traditional fiddle players 
perform together for the first time; Ninebarrow: 
original material and traditional folk songs with 
outstanding harmonies; Kitty Macfarlane: 
nominated in the 2019 BBC Radio 2 Folk 
Awards; O’Hooley & Tidow: described by The 
Independent as “defiant, robust, northern, 
poetical, political folk music for the times we 
live in”. 

Artists for The Old Bell Hotel are still to be 
announced for late night Friday and Saturday, 
but confirmed are: The Last Inklings; Chivalrous 
Crickets; Harri Endersby; Road Not Taken; Old 
Sea Legs; Ranagri.

On Sunday, QUAD will play host to: John 
Tams and Barry Coope; Kathryn Roberts & 
Sean Lakeman.

The Folk Fringe Festival will be back on 
Saturday and Sunday, with Furthest from the 
Sea, Folk 3D and Village Folk organising 
intimate concerts and other fringe events 
including music, dancing and a craft fair, in and 
around the Market Place. Some fringe events 
will be free.

Weekend tickets are on sale at derbylive.co.
uk and on 01332 255800  at £85, and £75 for 
under 16s. There are a very limited number of 
discounted Super Supporter weekend tickets at 
£75 each, or £65 for under 16s.  Tickets for 
individual concerts go on sale from Saturday 18 
April. More information: derbyfolkfestival.co.uk.

DERBY FOLK FESTIVAL 
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MICHAEL Harrison and 
Jonathan Church are bringing 
Chichester Festival Theatre’s 
Olivier Award-nominated 
production of Singin’ In The Rain 
to Nottingham and Birmingham 
next year.

This production opened at 
Chichester Festival Theatre and 
extended due to unprecedented 
public demand, before a transfer 
to London which received huge 
critical acclaim and four Olivier 
Award nominations.

It played to more than 
750,000 people.... who saw rain 
scenes that used  6k litres of 
water, s over 100 metres of 
heavy duty rubber hose, took 15 

Singin’ In 
The Rain

Yeah, people dressed nicely – I may have 
seen a couple of leg warmers at Millennium 
Square, but certainly at the Coliseum people 
were dressed for a classic night. We dressed 
smartly on stage too – we were asked to, and 
I think it certainly warrants it.

What’s your view on all the fancy dress at a 
lot of these 80s events now?
Well, I do get that it’s done with humour and 
love, but sometimes it’s like “Oh do you not 
have to make us a f*****g comedy act?”. I 
didn’t actually dress like a t**t myself in the 
80s. I get it with Butlins and that it’s fun, but I 
don’t like being perceived as a novelty act.

I’m a fan of Butlins Live Music weekends, 
they’ve improved massively, haven’t they?
Yes, Butlins have stuck with it. It used to be a 
load of drunk people that have no idea what’s 
on stage, but the calibre of the artists they 
pick is high and nine out of 10 times now it’s a 

T’Pau show in Butlins – and it’s great.

Are you always on the road?
Yes, I’m constantly working, some TV 
comedy, some amazing gigs – like getting 
flown to Bali for an 80s festival, Let’s rock 
and obviously the 80s Classical too… it’s 
busy.

You live in Henley – do you ever bump into 
Nick Heyward?
A lot! Although he and his fiancé, Sara, spend 
a lot of time in Florida now. I did bump into 
him just a couple of weeks ago.

Where would you like to perform, that you 
haven’t?
I never got to go to Japan. Our management, 
back in the day, were very focussed on 
America and Europe. Looking back, we got 
radio play in Australia and Japan, but never 
capitalised on it.

T’Pau star Carol Decker is still gigging all over the world and is back in Nottingham 
later this year with the 80s Classical Tour.  heleN BarNes  spoke to her

‘You know when 
you’re on one  – this 
is a great evening’
Was it an easy decision for you to say 
“yes” to the 80s Classical tour?
I was onboard in the bat of an eyelid. When 
Princess Diana died, I performed at Althorp 
House with the BBC Concert Orchestra, at 
her memorial concert; it was my first 
experience of performing with an orchestra 
and was very special. Hearing how amazing a 
song like China in your Hand sounds with 
proper strings, it’s incredible. 

I interviewed Gary Davies recently and he 
told me that presenting 80s Classical is 
the greatest event he has hosted since the 
80s…
Yes, you know when you realise you’re in a 
privileged position – Gary is like me, with a 
30-plus-year career, where we’ve done 
amazing things and you know when you’re 
on one and this really is a great evening!

Do you all get dressed up?

Brolly good!

Lucy 
Ward


