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MUSIC
DON’T MISS
EASY LIFE
Nottingham

Leicester’s easy Life end their UK tour at rock 
city tonight, following a deal with island records, 
an appearance on Later... with Jools Holland and 
rave reviews for their ‘sensual slow jams’. Bassist 
sAM HeWitt introduces the band

Tell us a bit about how you got together as a 
band? 
Murray and I (Sam) went to school together and 
played in jazz and swing bands from about the 
age of 12, so it all started quite a while ago. Then 
all of us started writing our own music in different 
groups as teens and a few years later found 
ourselves coming together in the beautiful 
embrace that is Easy Life.

How would you describe your sound? 
We are a Hip-Pop Jizz-Jazz group, no question.

What can people expect from your Nottingham 
gig?
People can expect full 
frontal nudity, a few 
tears and heavy 
drinking. Probably in 
that order. And a light 
show that would put 
the Bellagio fountain to 
shame.

What do you enjoy the most about touring? 
I think we all enjoy the showers at the venues – 
those are a real treat. And the perpetual cycle of 
fatigue and drunkenness. But most of all, and 
forgive the cheese, we love turning up to these 
places we have never been and have been before 
and seeing people get so gassed, singing along 
and moshing to music that definitely doesn’t incite 
such behavior.

What’s been your best live gig appearance as a 
performer?
The year was 1999 at the Plumtree school nativity, 
I was a shepherd with a solo in Little Donkey – 
need I say more. Either that or Glastonbury/
Coachella I guess.

What are you listening to at the moment? 
I’m into the new EARTHGANG album, Chance The 
Rapper’s debut album, Arlo Parks who’s doing big 
things, and then always lots and lots of classic 
jazz.

Who was the first band/singer you saw play 
live?
I saw Jools Holland and his band when I was 6/7. 
Maybe something clicked and I thought “I want to 
be on a TV show with this man”. 

What were you doing before you got into music?
Murray grew up on a farm tending his longhorns 
and plucking Christmas turkeys. Jord worked as a 
music teacher at a school in Leicester. Olly played 
in his family’s Irish show band. Lew worked in TK 
Maxx and I was packaging up white powders for 
my dad’s business. 

What’s next for you in 2019? 
A few dates around Europe before we jet off to LA 
to record a music video. Then we have to think 
about recording our first album.

■■  Tonight, Rock City, Talbot Street, Nottingham, 
sold out.
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You haven’t been roped in to performing at 
their school yet then?
Ha, not yet, but I’m waiting for it…..!

Do you still support Liverpool?
Yes! They’re obviously doing very well and I 
try to get to a few games. We used to get 
invited up when both they and 911 were 
sponsored by Reebok.

Have you spent much time in Nottingham 
before?
When we wrote our first album with Eliot 
Kennedy, we lived in his house in Sheffield 
and would have trips out to Nottingham. It’s 
one of the places you visit for a bit of 
shopping! One of my mates was in Dancing 

On Ice too, so I came up for that.

Finally, can you give us a little exclusive 
here in the East Midlands, something your 
fans won’t know about you?
I’m in the middle of my pilot’s licence at the 
moment – single engine. I need to do 40 
hours flying and I’m 14 hours in. I don’t think 
I’ve told many people that… So you can call it 
an exclusive.

■■  911 play as part of the Boys Are Back tour, 
at De Montfort Hall, Leicester, on Wednesday, 
March 11, 2020 and the Royal Concert Hall, 
Nottingham, Friday, March 13, 2020. Tickets: 
De Montfort Hall, demontforthall.co.uk,  0116 
233 3111, £24-£34; Royal Concert Hall, trch.
co.uk, 0115 989 5555, £25-£35.

seeing Prince Harry talking about it on TV 
and accepting it’s OK to be honest about it. I 
wasn’t trying to look cool – if you need help, 
you need help. I still go to one therapy 
session a month; I think I’ve dealt with 
everything now but I still find it useful.

Do your kids think it’s cool that Dad’s in a 
boyband?
Ellie is 12 now and I’m like “you’re not 
following boybands because I know what 
they’re like…!”. Some of her teachers were 
fans and she’s embarrassed when she hears 
teachers say that they had her dad’s posters 
on their walls. She wants to come on the tour 
with us during February half term though 
and likes singing herself. My son is only 
interested in Lego!
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A 911 walkabout at the 
radio One roadshow 
in the 1990s


