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MUSIC
NOW BOOKING 

becoming the biggest selling 
classical album of 2000 and 
establishing the tenor as 
one of Britain’s most popular 
classical stars. 

Russell Watson said: “I 
can’t believe that next year 
will be my 20th anniversary 
– yes, 20 years since my 
debut album The Voice 
reached Number 1! All of you 
made this and everything 
that followed possible, 
thankful to be able to 
celebrate with you on my 
Autumn 2020 tour!”

 
■■  Tickets: trch.co.uk , 0115 

989 5555, £24.50-£56.50.

KeyWesT is the latest in a long line of great 
bands to come out of Ireland in recent years. 
MARTIN HUTCHINsON chats to singer Andrew 
“Kav” Kavanagh about the new album, 
Ordinary superhero, and tour.

KeywesT are Andrew “Kav”Kavanagh, Andrew 
Glover, James Lock and Harry sullivan and, 
believe it or not, they all started out as buskers. 
The two Andrews began busking in Galway 
before moving to Dublin where they were joined 
by the english pair of James and Harry.

The quartet became so popular that they 
created gridlock whenever they played.

so, what has the reaction to the new album 
been?

“The reaction has been very good. It’s a more 
mature album than our previous ones. It’s had a 
great response in particular from the Irish media 
and fans.”

The band started a few years ago now.
“yes, it was about six or seven years ago in 

Galway. In those days we did cover songs but 
gradually started incorporating our own songs, 
and it just grew.”

But the band no longer busks.
“No, we outgrew busking, which I think the 

residents of certain streets in Ireland were pretty 
pleased about.”

How would you describe your sound?
“I’d say that we’re both folk and pop, with 

elements of rock. A bit of everything really.”
The band’s progress has been slow but steady 

as Kav explains.
“I certainly wouldn’t say that our ‘rise’ has 

been quick, but we have just been keeping our 
heads down and working hard.

“we’ve been coming over [to mainland Britain] 
for a couple of years and it gets bigger each 
time. This tour sees us growing once more. The 
new album is a collection of songs that we are 
incredibly proud to be taking to the fans.  I think 
we’ll be doing about 40 percent of the new 
album [at the Nottingham gig] as we have a lot 
of back catalogue that people haven’t heard 
yet.”

■■  Keywest play stealth, Nottingham on sunday. 
Tickets: alttickets.com/keywest-tickets,  £16.50 
inc booking fee.

KEYWEST
Nottingham

20 in 2020 for Watson
RUssell Watson has 
announced that he’s coming 
to Nottingham in October 
next year.

Celebrating 20 years 
since his debut album The 
Voice was released, Russell 
Watson’s 2020 UK tour will 
call at the Royal Concert 
Hall on sunday, October 11.

He’ll be joined by a 
33-piece orchestra and choir 
to perform some of his most 
loved songs and career 
highlights from the past two 
decades.

The Voice entered the 
Official Classical Artist 
Album Chart at No 1, 

Russell 
Watson

That was my next question – I think the 
fans would love that!
well, we are still in the planning phase – we 
had a promo day with me, Ben, scott and 
Jade and we did have a conversation about 
it. I’m sure we will do something.

When I saw you at the Back To The 80s & 
90s Festival, I was both surprised and 
impressed to see 911 suddenly burst into a 
really slick, energetic dance routine. I can 
imagine that takes a little more work these 
days?
we’ve always been about having good songs, 
but also about putting on a good show. we 
made a pact that it was all or nothing for us – 
if people are paying good money for tickets 
and want to see a show, then they want to 
see it as near as possible to the old days. so, 
we do all the breakdancing, everything. we 
just ache the day after now!

You’ve talked openly in the past about your 
battle with drugs and alcohol after the 
band split. On reflection, do you think that 
was inevitable?
In this day and age there’s a lot of stuff about 
mental health; everyone has their demons 
and deals with what they deal with on a daily 
basis. For me, when the band split, I didn’t 
know how to handle my stuff. I didn’t 
purposely want it to be that way, it was just 
like where’s my daily sheet, that we normally 
got through the door, saying what’s 
happening today and then you realise some 
people just aren’t picking up the phone 
anymore. you learn a harsh lesson. some can 
deal with it, some can’t. I turned to alcohol 
initially and when that wasn’t giving me the 
buzz, I turned to drugs. People shouldn’t be 
ashamed to ask for help – back in the day it 
wasn’t cool, but for me the change was 

Twenty five years after 911 burst on to the pop scene,  heleN BarNes  caught up 
with bane member Jimmy Constable before the Boys Are Back tour

‘We made a pact 
that it was all or 
nothing for us’
We’re looking forward to seeing you as part 
of the Boys Are Back tour, which also 
includes 5ive, Damage and A1. Are you 
happy with the line-up?
when they first approached us, we were all 
asking who was going to be on it – not 
because we’re rivals with anyone, but more 
whether it’s the right sort of line-up for what 
you want to be involved in. every band that’s 
on there we’ve known for 25 years.

So, are you all mates then?
yeah! The Damage boys we did the smash 
Hits tours together; 5ive and A1 we saw on 
the road and obviously we did the Big 
Reunion too. strangely, we talk more about 
what our kids are doing now, school runs, etc! 
They’re all lovely guys and it’s quite lucky in a 
way because there’s no egos. we’re even 
contemplating doing a few songs together.

Keywest


