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NEAR YOU
have a good wife who I met before we were 
famous, so she probably has a lot to do with it 
plus I have really great kids too.  So, I am happy 
with that.

Do you have a favourite Slade song?
I have always loved How Does It Feel. It was 

never a big hit but was a great song.  I also like 
My Oh My which was during our 80s period.  
That wasn’t a massive hit either here in the UK, 
but it was in other countries around the world.

How Does It Feel is a very good song and 
much liked, but I have to say that Cum On Feel 
The Noize, in my opinion, really does say it all 
about Slade.  It’s a terrific record, and Quiet Riot 
had a hit with it over in America, but it wasn’t 
anywhere near as good as ours. That song 
epitomises everything that we were doing; being 
noisy, singing along, and having a good time.  

Whose idea was it to misspell the titles of the 
songs?

That is a dialect in the Midlands that we used 
where you are writing the word as it sounds.  So, 
if someone is saying “ome” they are actually 
talking about “home”. It’s what the kids would 
use at school whenever they were writing 
messages to one another.  It is almost like a very 
early texting.  

Back in 1992 when Noddy Holder said he 
was leaving Slade, which ultimately led to Jim 
Lea leaving too, was there ever a time when 
you and Don thought that’s it, this really is the 
end?

I was concerned; of course I was, not knowing 
what the hell I was going to do with myself.  Don 
and I going out on the road under another name 
was never going to be an option. I had played the 
pubs and the one sure thing to come out of it was 
that I was going to miss the life for sure.

Fortunately, a chap got hold of me, it was Len 
Tuckey who as you will know was in The 
Nashville Teens, and later was lead guitarist for 
Suzi Quatro, who he later married, and he asked 
me what I was doing.  

I told him I was thinking of forming a band to 
which he replied, “You shouldn’t be forming a 
band, you should be going out as Slade”.

He said “Everybody knows you, and if the 
other two don’t want to do it, then that shouldn’t 
mean that you don’t”.  

After that, I asked Don if he would like to be 
involved in this idea, he did and off we went.  
And, to be totally honest with you, Don and I 
have had some magical years.  So, the good news 
is that I got through it.  

What would you say has been the highlight 
of your career so far?

That’s easy, being alive and being in a job that 
I love. That’s what I would say.  Of course, I have 
family and things like that but there have been 
many shows that I would consider to be 
highlights.

We are still to this day playing to thousands 
and thousands of people every time that we go 
out onto the stage.  Every night is different, but in 
most cases it is good. And, as I say, while I still 
enjoy it, then I will continue to do it.  

Noddy has kept his mirrored hat from back 
in the day.  Have you kept anything?

No, and what’s the point, I wouldn’t be able to 
get into any of it.  You will never see me in those 
platform shoes ever again.  They are best kept in 
the loft.

What would be Dave Hill’s ideal Christmas?
I think that this might be an ideal Christmas 

for everybody – to be with those that you love 
and enjoy being together.  

■■Slade are playing O2 Institute2 Birmingham on 
Sunday, December 22, 2019.  www.
academymusicgroup.com/
o2institutebirmingham/events/month

GET READY FOR SUMMER – WITH EARLY BIRD TICKETS FOR BELVOIR CASTLE FLOWER SHOW

THE boys Are Back! tour is coming to 
Nottingham and Leicester next year. 
Helen Barnes caught up with 5ive’s 
Scott Robinson, to find out more about 
this hit-packed show of pop favourites. 

Tell us 5IVE things that you’re going to 
be doing today?

Ha! Well, they’re not glamorous things, 
let me tell you! Ok… 1. Sanding down a 
workbench in my daughter’s room and 
then my wife is going to paint it. 2. I’m 
going to do the tip run. 3. Possibly going 
to IKEA. 4. A gym workout. 5. Playing 
Poker this evening, with my pals.

So, tell me about the Boys Are Back 
tour - what can we expect when you 
come to Nottingham and Leicester?

You can expect not to sit down! It’s a 
really good show, the people in it are 
great. There’s a lot of number ones on 
that tour. With 5ive, we will keep it really 
upbeat and do all the big hits – we will 
leave the ballads alone and just aim to get 
the crowd moving.

Do you enjoy gigging more these days?
Oh, MUCH more now. You’re older and 

wiser – and you’re doing it because you 
want to. It’s nice now. We’ve all got kids, 
we’ve all got wives – they come along and 
have a few proseccos, we have a few 
beers. The kids can watch and see what 
their dads do. It’s a really nice atmosphere 
and a great thing to do.

Speaking of children, you’re a father of 
four – how would you feel if your 
daughters started following boy bands in 
the future?

I’d lock them in their rooms! No, I 
wouldn’t really. I assume that it is going to 
happen at some point, but the girls are 
only five at the moment and obviously 
love Daddy’s music right now. But I’d have 
to wait and see WHO they’re liking, to 
make sure they’re OK and I’d definitely be 
keeping my little beady eye on them!

You’ve got a big birthday around the 
corner. How will you be celebrating?

Ha! I don’t know what you’re talking 
about. Move on. I’m a bit gutted because 
I’m working. It was planned that I was 

going to be in Vegas, the wives 
sunbathing, the guys playing poker, and I 
was really excited about it. Then we had 
loads of gigs coming in and it wouldn’t be 
fair to turn one down that the lads could 
be doing. 

So, looking at it logically, I decided to 
celebrate, but not on the actual day – as I 
will be turning on the Christmas lights 
somewhere in Kent. I will have a few 
drinks and probably go to the pub after 
too.

I’ve heard you were in EastEnders…
I’ve had various roles, but only ever as 

extras. I suppose I must have the face for 
it, but I always seemed to get the thug 
roles. I actually went for the role of Sean 
Slater – I got very close, down to the last 
couple. Looking at the actor who plays 
him, Rob (Robert Kazinsky), I can see why 
I didn’t get it – one because he’s a great 
actor and, two, he’s a bit musclier and sort 
of ‘aggro’ looking than me! I did once 
break my arm on the set of EastEnders, 
falling over a cabbage... True story. I had 
to spray some horrible racist word on 
Sanjay’s wall and then run off through the 
market. I tripped over a cabbage and 
broke my arm!

Recently, I interviewed a friend of 
yours, Jimmy, from 911. I asked him if he 

ARE you dreaming of spring 
and summer already? Well, 
early bird tickets have just 
been released for Belvoir 
Castle’s Flower and Garden 
Show, on Saturday and 
Sunday, July 18 and 19 2020.  
Surely that will lift your spirits.

Celebrity gardeners, 
stunning show gardens and 
borders, specialist plant 
growers, expert talks and 
demos and all set in the 
beautiful Capability Brown 
designed landscape are in 

store.
Early bird tickets may be 

bought up until Tuesday, 
December 31, children go free 
and the ticket price includes 
admission to the gardens.

Among the celebrities lined 
up is BBC gardening presenter 
and designer Toby Buckland, 
who won the 2008 RHS Gold 
and Best in show for his 
Ethical Garden at BBC 
Gardeners’ World Live. 

Renowned floral designer 
Jonathan Moseley will be 

demonstrating on both days. 
Andy Tudbury, show 

organiser, said: “Now in our 
third year, we have a great 
show planned with all the most 
popular elements retained and 
some exciting new additions to 

the programme. It’s two days 
packed with inspiration and 
advice all in a stunning 
setting.”

 Early Bird Tickets at £10 per 
adult available until Tuesday, 
December 31, 2019. Prices on 
the gate are £15, accompanied 
children under 16 go free. 
Ticket includes parking, 
admission to the event and 
Belvoir Castle garden. www.
belvoircastle.com/event/
belvoir-castle-flower-garden-
show

could think of a good question I could ask 
you...

Oh go on then, what did he say? What’s 
it like being so tall…. did he say that?

He actually said, ‘How do you like your 
tea?’

Ha-ha! The reason why he is saying that 
is because he is absolutely god awful at 
making tea. I was watching him make a 
cup in the green room one day – he was 
putting the milk in first, then the tea bag, 
then the sugar and I was thinking ‘god, 
what are you doing?’ So, I tried to explain 
to him that he’s just completely killed the 
tea bag, it’s not going to work.

[Scott then goes into great detail to 
explain to me how he thinks a cup of tea 
should be made. I tell him I’m with Jimmy 
on this one, so agree to a Twitter poll, 
which Scott won!]

My boys are massive Arsenal fans and 
I know that you’re a Gunner. They want to 
know who your favourite player is – they 
love Pierre Emerick Aubameyang.

I really love Aubameyang too and hope 
we keep him. I’d honestly have to say, my 
favourite player at the moment is 
Guendouzi [Matteo Guendouzi]. I think 
he’s amazing for such a young lad. He was 
bought for the future, but his vision is 
fantastic, and he wants it so much.

Finally, 5IVE best....
1. Gig?  With Oasis, Rocking Rio, 2000.
2. Celebrity party? I can’t even 

remember if I’ve ever been to one. I’d 
much rather get home, see the Mrs and 
watch a good film.

3. 5IVE song?  Keep On Moving.
4. Photoshoot? Oh, I HATE photoshoots. 

I honestly can’t think of a good one.
5. Interview? [long pause] Think 

carefully Scott…! Ha! This one!

■■The Boys Are Back! De Montfort Hall, 
Leicester, Wednesday, March 11, 2020 
Tickets: www.demontforthall.co.uk/ Box 
office: 0116 233 3111. Price: From £24.  
Royal Concert Hall, Nottingham, Friday, 
March 13, 2020.  Tickets: www.trch.co.uk 
Box office: 0115 989 5555 Price: £25 to 
£35.

‘I once broke my arm on the set of 
EastEnders tripping over a cabbage’

Scott Robinson (right) with 5ive 
bandmates  Ritchie Neville 
(centre) and Sean Conlon


