
Heirloom Tomatoes 
Heirloom tomatoes are known for their fantastic flavors and 

interesting forms. Heirlooms must have been grown for 40 or more 

years without crossbreeding, these are the tried-and-true varieties 

enjoyed by our grandparents. They are all indeterminate varieties 

which means they are very vigorous and will require staking or caging. 

They do not set all their fruits on at the same time, and will produce 

over a season.  

Black Krim 

The Black Krim is an heirloom tomato originating from Crimea, a Ukrainian peninsula in 

the Black Sea occupied by Russia. "Krim" is the Ukrainian word for Crimea. The plant is 

open-pollinated, indeterminate, bearing 8-ounce flattened globe fruits that are dark 

reddish-purple to black with green/brown shoulders.  Days to maturity 60-70 days. 

Cherokee Purple 

Cherokee Purple seeds, originating from Tennessee, are thought to have been 

passed down from Native Americans of the Cherokee tribe. This heirloom tomato 

variety consistently ranks very high in taste tests. The tomato is a beautiful 

dusky pink with a deep, brick-red interior, often 5 in. across and 3 in. deep. Let 

the fruit ripen on the vine for the best flavor. Days to maturity 80-90 days. 

      Brandywine 

The Brandywine tomato plant is the heirloom standard dating from 1885, with large 

potato-leaved foliage and which bears large pink beefsteak-shaped fruit, popularly 

considered among the best tasting available. Fruits often weigh 1.5 lbs. and 

average ¾ lb. Days to maturity 85 days. 

German Johnson 

German Johnson calls North Carolina home, so it is suited to life in heat and 

humidity. These big, pink-red tomatoes are borne on robust plants that can fill a 

tomato cage and drape back down again. Give them at least 3 feet between plants 

and then pick the flavorful sandwich-sized slicers as they ripen. Fruit size 1-2 lbs. 

Disease resistant. Days to maturity 76 days. 


