
GET  Mims House 6-BOOK SET of Featured Books- 
25% OFF     

bit.ly/MimsBookWeek

Children’s Book Week, May 3-9, is marking its 101st year of celebrating kids and reading. Since 
1944, the Children’s Book Council (CBC) has lead the celebration, with an online home at 
EveryChildAReader.net. The CBC has created some super resources to get kids involved in reading. 
Mims House Books (MimsHouseBooks.com) is thrilled that six of our books are included in the 
celebration. 

2021 Theme: READING IS A SUPERPOWER!
“Because they grow into the books they read.”

We need to encourage kids to read new genres of books, to read widely!
Why? Research suggests that we develop a life-long preference for certain genres by 5th grade!

As an adult, will your child read mysteries, historical, thrillers, romance, or nonfiction? The genres 
they read in elementary school will affect their lifetime of reading.

Mims Books Challenge #1: Explore the Characters 
Draw Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte

The CBC asked 18 illustrators to develop a drawing sheet for 
kids. Mims House illustrator Peter Willis brought Napoleon 
to life in his illustrations for CLANG: Ernst Chladni’s Sound 
Experiments. Now, he’s created a simple drawing activity so kids 
can draw Napoleon, too. 

What if an Emperor invited you 
to perform science experiments 
for his family? German scientist 

Ernst Chladni WAS invited to show his sound experiments to the 
French emperor Napoleon Bonaparte. 

MiMs House Celebrates 
CHildren’s book Week
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Mims Books Challenge #2: Environment & Climate Books
Learn About Wildlife Corridors

Remember that we need to encourage kids to read widely while in elementary school! Today’s 
SuperPower Reading Challange is to read books about the environment.

Scientists today use corridors to help species survive. A wildlife corridor is like a hallway between 
two habitats. The habitat might be a stand of woods or a swamp. The corridor lets individual animals 
travel back and forth between the habitats. This is important because isolated groups may die out, 
or become genetically unstable. When individuals travel between local habitats, they keep the 
population healthy.

We build corridors by making bridges or tunnels, over or under a road. Or, we create a protected 
strip of land along a river where wildlife can travel safely. Read about the Florida Wildlife Corridor: 
http://floridawildlifecorridor.org/ Think about where corridors are placed. What would happen if a 

corridor is placed in the wrong area?

In the Mims House book, Abayomi, the Brazilian Puma: The True Story 
of an Orphaned Cub, a puma (mountain lion) family lives within sight of 
skyscrapers. Because it didn’t have wildlife corridors, the mother puma 
is trapped and dies, leaving her cub as an orphan. Read the poignant 
story of Abayomi, a wild puma cub who is orphaned.

NSTA Outstanding Science Trade Book

Mims Books Challenge #3: Science & STEM Books
Sometimes science takes a long time!

It’s time to challenge kids to read some nonfiction - Science & STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering & Math) books!

Mims House has two bookw on the Children’s Book Week Science and 
STEM Booklist!

 A Little Bit of Dinosaur received a starred Kirkus review:  “…entertaining 
tale… A science-centric winner, especially for young dinosaur lovers.” 

STORY SETTING
Ask kids to think about the setting of this story. Why would the author 
start the story in Colorado and end in Arkansas? Discuss your ideas.
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After discussion, read these facts to help you understand the story setting. 

FACT: Where in the US have dinosaur fossils been found?
Colorado, Utah, Wyoming, Montana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, South Dakota, and Texas. This area is 
the best source of dinosaur fossils in the world.

The very first T. Rex fossils (a few scattered teeth) were discovered near Golden, Colorado in 1874. 

FACT: Where are the headwaters of the Arkansas River? See the map on pp. 10-11 of the book. The 
Arkansas River runs from the Rocky Mountains of Colorado through Kansas, Oklahoma, Arkansas 
and empties into the Mississippi River. 

Discuss why the setting for the story works. 
(T.Rex’s once lived in Colorado, and the Arkansas River could plausibly carry a calcium atom from a 
T.Rex down river.)

POLLEN: Darwin’s 130-Year Prediction

• Junior Library Guild Selection  
• Kirkus Review - *Starred* 
• SLJ Review
• Eureka! NonFiction Book Award Honor – California Reading 
Association
• 2020 NSTA Outstanding Science Trade Book
• “…an inviting story…” Publisher’s Weekly

Darwin predicted that the Madagascar star orchid would be pollinated 
by a giant moth. 21 years later, in 1903, two etymologists, or insect scientists, published a new 
book about moths. Baron Rothschild and Karl Jordan described a new species of Madagascar hawk 
moth (Xanthopan morgani praedicta). It had a very long proboscis (straw-like mouth), long enough to 
pollinate the star orchid.

However, no one had actually observed the pollination happening.

POLLEN: Darwin’s 130 Year Prediction is the story of the star orchid and the hawk moth and how 
scientists eventually proved that the moth pollinated the orchid. It only took them 130 years!

In other words, scientists stand on the shoulders of the giants in science who went before them. It’s 
important to know the history of science and to learn about the scientific experiments and studies 
of previous generations of scientists. Each generation builds on the work of the previous as they 
work to answer questions about the world around us.
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Mims Books Challenge #4 : Arts Books
Creativity through drama.

Visual and performaing arts is the focus of the next #SuperPowerReading 
challenge. The reading list includes biographies of artists, books about certain 
art pieces, and books about drama. 

WHEN KITTENS GO VIRAL is set in a world where cats have a cat-to-human 
speech translator. Becuase of this, they control their own video production and 
started KittyTube. The kitten stars live in Kittywood, their version of Hollywood. 
And on a night of destiny, a special kitten is born. What kind of acting will she 
pursue? Will she be a water cat? A food cat? A chase cat?

This novel for ages 8-12 is a fast, fun read! 
“...Pattison’s characters delight...” Kirkus Reviews
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Mims Books Challenge #5: Humanities or Social Studies
Read a true fake-news story. Learn about the role and responsibility of a free press.

Today the reading challenge is to ead some humanities books. Say what? What are the humanities, 
anyway? It’s the study of humans and includes topics such as English, foreign languages. history, 
art history, religion, philosophy, regional studies, or ethnic stuidies. In short, it’s a very broad look at 
social studies.

What is fake news?
For the last five years, fake news has been a hot topic of conversation. But it’s hard to explain to 
kids - until now.

THE NANTUCKET SEA MONSTER: A Fake News Story is a nonpolitical 
look at an event that created fake news. The Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 
parade balloons were created by Tony Sarg, who kept a summer home 
on Nantucket Island. 

• A Junior Library Guild selection
• An NCTE 2018 Notable Children Book in Language Arts
• Translated into Korean

Kirkus Review: “. . . the wry, playful delivery . . . keeps things entertaining, 
brilliantly inviting discussion about hoaxes while remaining kid appropriate. 

. . A thought provoking story with timely resonance.”

Do you believe everything you read in the newspaper?
Early in August 1937, a news flash came: a sea monster had been spotted lurking off the shore 
of Nantucket Island. Historically, the Massachusetts island had served as port for whaling ships. 
Eyewitnesses swore this wasn’t a whale, but some new, fearsome creature. As eyewitness account 
piled up, newspaper stories of the sea monster spread quickly. Across the nation, people shivered in 
fear.

Then, footprints were found on a Nantucket beach. 

Photographs were sent to prominent biologists for their opinion. Discussion swirled about raising 
a hunting party. On August 18, news spread across the island: the sea monster had been captured. 
Islanders ran to the beach and couldn’t believe their eyes. 

This nonfiction picture book is a perfect tool to discuss non-political fake news stories. Back matter 
discusses the freedom of the press guaranteed by the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. 
Quotes from Thomas Jefferson make it clear that fake news has always been one of the costs of 
a free press. A Timeline lists actual events in the order they occurred. A vocabulary list defines 
relevant words. 
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A short documentary film, drawing from some of the research in The Nantucket Sea Monster, is 
available on WGBH’s American Experience website, “The Gift of Tony Sarg.” Author Darcy Pattison is 
briefly interviewed on this film.
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/gifts-tony-sarg/

TO DISCUSS: 
Was the publicity stunt right or wrong?

Thomas Jefferson said, “When the press is free, and every man able to read, all is safe.”

But later, he wrote, “Nothing can now be believed which is seen in a newspaper.”

What is the role and responsibility of a free press in a country’s government?

---

We hope you’ll have a fun Children’s Book Week - and will read widely this summer!

Happy Reading!

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/gifts-tony-sarg/



Laura Peraza
Children’s Book Week 2021

Laura Peraza
Character Drawing Book

Laura Peraza
Reading is a Superpower







https://cityoflightpublishing.com/product/hello-im-new-here-hello-youre-new-here/
https://www.mariajosecampos.com/
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How to Draw 
the Dragon
from My Father’s Dragon, by Ruth Stiles Gannett  

with new color paintings by Helena Pérez García







by Chad Thomasby Chad Thomasby Chad Thomas

How to drawHow to drawHow to draw

© 2021 by Epic! Creations, Inc. 
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KeeKee by
Drawn By (Sign Your Artwork!)

Share your drawings on social media and we will share them too #DrawKeeKee
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SUPERPOWER BOOK LIST
ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE

BOARD BOOKS
Climate Change for Babies. Chris Ferrie. ISBN. 9781492680826. Sourcebooks. 0-3

PICTURE BOOKS
Abayomi, the Brazilian Puma: The True Story of an Orphaned Cub. Darcy Pattison. Illus. Kitty Harvill.  
ISBN. 9781629440019. Mims House. 5-12
About Habitats: Rivers and Streams. Cathryn Sill. Illus. John Sill. ISBN. 9781682630914. Peachtree  
Publishing Company Inc. 3-7
Animal Antipodes. Carly Allen-Fletcher. Illus. Carly Allen-Fletcher. ISBN. 9781939547491. Creston Books. 7-9
Aquicorn Cove. Written and illustrated by Kay O’Neill. ISBN. 9781620105290. Oni Press. 7-11
At Home with the Beaver: The Story of a Keystone Species. Dorothy Hinshaw Patent. Illus. Michael Runtz. 
ISBN. 9781970039009. Web of Life Children’s Books. 5-10
A Backyard Birding Adventure: What’s in Your Yard?. Kermit Cummings. ISBN. 9781612542362. Brown 
Books Publishing Group. 4-8
Beastly Biomes. Written and illustrated by Carly Allen-Fletcher. ISBN. 9781939547545. Creston Books. 7-11
The Boy Who Lost His Bumble. Written and illustrated by Trudi Esberger. ISBN. 9781846436628. Child’s 
Play. 3-8
The Bug Girl: A True Story. Sophia Spencer and Margaret McNamara. Illus. Kerascoët.  
ISBN. 9780525645931. Random House Children’s Books. 4-8
Climate Change, The Choice is Ours. David Miles. Illus. Albert Pinilla. ISBN. 9781952239007. Bushel &  
Peck Books. 7-10
Earth-Shattering Events: Volcanoes, Earthquakes, Cyclones, Tsunamis and Other Natural Disasters. Robin 
Jacobs. Illus. Sophie Williams. ISBN. 9781908714701. Cicada Books. 6-12
Every Color of Light: A Book About the Sky. Hiroshi Osada. Illus. Ryoji Arai. ISBN. 9781592702916.  
Enchanted Lion Books. 4-up
Every Second: 100 Lightning Strikes, 8,000 Scoops of Ice Cream, 200,000 Text Messages, 1 Million Gal-
lons of Cow Burps.... Written and illustrated by Bruno Gibert. ISBN. 9781912920303. What on Earth Books / 
Britannica Books. 5-10
The Forest. Ricardo Bozzi. Illus. Violeta Lopiz, Valerio Vidali. ISBN. 9781592702183. Enchanted Lion Books. 4-9
The Garden. Gwendolyn Hooks. Illus. Shirley Ng-Benitez. ISBN. 9781620145661. Lee & Low Books. 5 -7
Glacier on the Move. Elizabeth Rusch. Illus. Alice Brereton. ISBN. 9781513262307. West Margin Press. 6-9

■ The Brown Bookshelf recommended title
* Free access at classroom.popcultureclassroom.org

Darcy Pattison
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Greta Thunberg. Maria Isabel Sanchez Vegara. Illus. Anke Weckmann. ISBN. 9780711256453. The Quarto 
Group. 4-7
Hello, Earth! : Poems to Our Planet. Joyce Sidman. Illus. Miren Asiain Lora. ISBN. 9780802855282. Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Co. 5-9
Ice! Poems About Polar Life. Douglas Florian. ISBN. 9780823441013. Holiday House. 7-10
The Inside Story. Kathy Brodsky. Illus. Cameron Bennett. ISBN. 9780615235059. Helpingwords. 2-9
Lala and Henry Wingo. Ayana Bando & Kiya Bando & Jordan Bando. Illus. Simonne-Anais Clarke.  
ISBN. 9781948071321. Lauren Simone Publishing House. 4-8
The Last Straw: Kids vs. Plastics. Susan Hood. Illus. Christiane Engel. ISBN. 9780062981394. HarperCollins 
Children’s Books. 4-8
The Leaf Detective: How Margaret Lowman Uncovered Secrets in the Rainforest. Heather Lang. Illus. Jana 
Christy. ISBN. 9781684371778. Boyds Mills & Kane. 7-10
Let’s Save Our Planet: Forests. Jess French. Illus. Alexander Mostov. ISBN. 9781782409526. The Quarto 
Group. 6-9
Life in a Frozen World. Mary Batten. Illus. Thomas Gonzalez. ISBN. 9781682631515. Peachtree Publishing 
Company Inc. 6-10
Little Blue House Beside the Sea. Jo Ellen Bogart. Illus. Carmé Lemniscates. ISBN. 9780884486718. Tilbury 
House Publishers. 3-5
Lola Plants a Garden. Anna McQuinn. Illus. Rosalind Beardshaw. ISBN. 9781580896955. Charlesbridge. 2-5
My Bent Tree. Kathy Brodsky. Illus. Cameron Bennett. ISBN. 9780615160665. Helpingwords. 2-9
Nature Recycles: How About You?. Michelle Lord. Illus. Cathy Morrison. ISBN. 9781607186151. Arbordale 
Publishing. 0-4
Rainforest. Written and illustrated by Julia Groves. ISBN. 9781846439360. Child’s Play. 3-6
The Reason for the Seasons. Written and illustrated by Ellie Peterson. ISBN. 9781635921366. Boyds Mills & 
Kane. 6-9
Rocket Says Clean Up!. Nathan Bryon. Illus. Dapo Adeola. ISBN. 9780593118993. Random House Children’s 
Books. 3 -7
Saving the Countryside. Linda Marshall. Illus. Ilaria Urbinati. ISBN. 9781499809602. Little Bee Books. 4-8
Stand Up! Speak Up!: A Story Inspired by the Climate Change Revolution. Andrew Joyner. ISBN. 
9780593301586. Random House Children’s Books. 4-8
Sydney & Simon: Go Green!. Paul A. Reynolds. Illus. Peter H. Reynolds. ISBN. 9781580896771.  
Charlesbridge. 6-9
The Thing About Bees: A Love Letter. Written and illustrated by Shabazz Larkin. ISBN. 9780998047799. 
Readers to Eaters. 3-7
The Turtle Dove’s Journey: A Story of Migration. Madeleine Dunphy. Illus. Marlo Garnsworthy. ISBN. 
9781970039016. Web of Life Children’s Books. 5-9
Twig and Turtle 1: Big Move to a Tiny House. Jennifer Richard Jacobson. Illus. Paula Franco. ISBN. 
9781645950219. Pixel+Ink. 5-7
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Under My Tree. Muriel Tallandier. Illus. Mizuho Fujisawa. ISBN. 9781733121231. Blue Dot Kids Press. 3-8 

Waiting for a Warbler. Sneed B. Collard III. Illus. Thomas Brooks. ISBN. 9780884488521. Tilbury House  
Publishers. 6-8
We Will Live in This Forest Again. Gianna Marino. ISBN. 9780823446995. Holiday House. 4-8
What’s the Weather: A What, Why, or Where Book?. Arbordale Editorial. ISBN. 9781643518275. Arbordale 
Publishing. 3-7
Where’s Rodney?. Carmen Bogan. Illus. Floyd Cooper. ISBN. 9781930238732. Yosemite Conservancy. 4-8
Wildlife on Paper. Written and illustrated by Kunal Kundu. ISBN. 9781513264356. West Margin Press. 6-9
The World’s Poorest President Speaks Out. Kusaba Yoshimi. Illus. Nakagawa Gaku. ISBN. 9781592702893. 
Enchanted Lion Books. 4-8
Wow! I Can Do Magic. Magical Plants and Animals. Written and illustrated by Mack van Gageldonk.  
ISBN. 9781605376356. Clavis Publishing. 5-12
Yara’s Tawari Tree. Yossi Lapid. Illus. Joanna Pasek. ISBN. 9780997389951. Lapid Children’s Books. 3-8
A Year with Mama Earth. Rebecca Grabill. Illus. Rebecca Green. ISBN. 9780802855053. Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Co. 4-8
Zonia’s Rain Forest. Written and illustrated by Juana Martinez-Neal. ISBN. 9781536208450. Candlewick 
Press. 4-8

MIDDLE GRADE
Buzzing with Questions: The Inquisitive Mind of Charles Henry Turner. Janice N. Harrington. Illus. Theodore 
Taylor III. ISBN. 9781629795584. Calkins Creek. 7 -10
Climate Emergency Atlas. Dan Hooke  Foreword by Jamie Margolin. ISBN. 9780744021837. DK. 9-12
Distress Signal. Mary E. Lambert. ISBN. 9781338607444. Scholastic. 8-12
The Elephant Doctor of India. Janie Chodosh. ISBN. 9781641603072. Chicago Review Press. 9-12
Every Day is Earth Day. Harriet Dyer. ISBN. 9781524862961. Andrews McMeel Publishing. 10-up
The Jumbie God’s Revenge. Tracey Baptiste. ISBN. 9781643751306. Algonquin Young Readers. 8-12
Kids Fight Plastic: How to Be a #2minutesuperhero. Martin Dorey. Illus. Tim Wesson. ISBN. 9781536212778. 
Candlewick Press. 7-10
The Last Bear. Hannah Gold. ISBN. 9780063041073. HarperCollins Children’s Books. 8-12
Nature Out of Balance: How Invasive Species Are Changing the Planet. Merrie-Ellen Wilcox.  
ISBN. 9781459823952. Orca Book Publishers. 9-12
The Oddmire, Book 2: The Unready Queen. William Ritter. ISBN. 9781616208400. Algonquin Young  
Readers. 8-12
Planet SOS: 22 Modern Monsters Threatening Our Environment. Marie Rohde. Illus. Marie Rohde.  
ISBN. 9781912920228. What on Earth Books / Britannica Books. 8-12
The Popper Penguin Rescue. Written and illustrated by Eliot Schrefer. ISBN. 9780316495424. Little, Brown 
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Books for Young Readers. 8-12
Rachel Carson and Ecology for Kids. Rowena Rae. ISBN. 9780897339339. Chicago Review Press. 9-12
Raising a Forest. Written and illustrated by Herem Thibaud. ISBN. 9781908714527. Cicada Books. 8-11 

Renegades: Flames of Amazonia. Jeremy Brown and David Selby. Illus. Katy Jakeway, Libby Read, and  
Ellenor Mererid. ISBN. 9780744036756. DK. 10-17
*Rocky Mountain National Park. Matt Strackbein. Illus. Matt Strackbein. Pop Culture Classroom. 9-up
The Silver Arrow. Lev Grossman. ISBN. 9780316539531. Little, Brown Books for Young Readers. 8-12
Wildfire. Rodman Philbrick. ISBN. 9781338713640. Scholastic. 8-12
You Can Change the World. Lucy Bell. ISBN. 9781524860929. Andrews McMeel Publishing. 8-12

YOUNG ADULTS
A Global Warming Primer. Je"rey Bennett. ISBN. 9781937548780. Big Kid Science. 13-17
Camper Girl. Glenn Erick Miller. ISBN. 9781646030088. Fitzroy Books (imprint of Regal House Publishing). 12-up
Catalyst. Tracy Richardson. ISBN. 9781612544458. Brown Books Publishing Group. 14-18
Knee Deep. Karol Hoe"ner. ISBN. 9781646030095. Fitzroy Books (imprint of Regal House Publishing). 12-up
Odessa. Written and illustrated by Jonathan Hill. ISBN. 9781620107898. Oni Press. 13-17
One Earth: People of Color Protecting the Planet. Anuradha Rao. ISBN. 9781459818866. Orca Book  
Publishers. 12-17
Poisoned Water. Candy J. Cooper and Marc Aronson. ISBN. 9781547602322. Bloomsbury Publishing. 10-up
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SUPERPOWER (noun): a skill, personal trait, or passion that plays an important role in your life, 
helps you do good in the world, and makes you feel special, happy, and confident. 

Choose one or several of these activities and have fun discovering or rea!rming your superpower! 
Don’t forget to ask for help and permission from your parent, caregiver, or teacher. 

Not all of these activities are directly related to superpowers or superheroes, but will still help 
you to pinpoint your own personal superpower!

Focus on learning about and making positive change for the earth through these environment 
and climate activities.

 ☐ Find a community garden in your area. Go explore it and see what you can learn. Plan 
your own community garden after you have explored one. 

 ☐ What is something you are passionate about to help our planet (planting trees, saving 
endangered animals, cleaning up trash, etc)? Make a poster about it and include ways that 
people can help. Put your poster up outside for neighbors to see.

 ☐ Recycle. Learn more about the recycling rules where you live and be extra thoughtful 
about what you throw away and what you can save.

 ☐ Animal watch, take a walk or just sit outside and record all the animals you see. 
 ☐ Do an outdoor cleanup walk, see what types of animals or plants you find along the way.
 ☐ Make a fairy garden. Using recycled items, create little furniture pieces for fairies to  

interact with in your yard. 
 ☐ Think about a place that needs environmental help. It could be in your neighborhood or 

somewhere else like a national park, place in another state, or even a foreign country. 
Make your own plan for how to help.

 ☐ Learn more about climate changes. Make a list of things you and your family can do to 
help. Share that list with the people you live with and get them on board with making 
changes in daily life to help the environment. 

 ☐ Write a short story or poem about the environment.
 ☐ Draw a comic strip or page of a picture book that features the environment
 ☐ Read one book from the themed book list and share it with a friend or family member.
 ☐ Ask for a book recommendation on the theme from a friend, family member, teacher, or 

librarian.
 ☐ You found a great book? Sit down with a parent, family member, family, teacher and read 

to them your favorite paragraph or chapter so you can talk about it.

Use these activities to help find your superpower

Environment and Climate
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SUPERPOWER BOOK LIST
SCIENCE AND STEM

BOARD BOOKS
Brilliant Baby Does Math. Laura Gehl. Illus. Jean Claude. ISBN. 9781499811193. Little Bee Books. 2-5

PICTURE BOOKS
A Little Bit of Dinosaur. Elleen Hutcheson and Darcy Pattison. Illus. John Joven. ISBN. 9781629441542. 
Mims House. 5-10
Alexander Graham Bell Answers the Call. Written and illustrated by Mary Ann Fraser.  
ISBN. 9781580897211. Charlesbridge. 6-9
All Kinds of Animal Families. Sophy Henn. Illus. Sophy Henn. ISBN. 9781405298230. Kane Miller,  
A Division of EDC Publishing. 5-up
Atoms. Mary Wissinger. Illus. Harriet Kim Ahn Rodis. ISBN. 9781945779022. Science, Naturally! 2-7
Betty Builds It. Julie Hampton. Illus. Julie Hampton. ISBN. 9781513262321. West Margin Press. 5-8
The Big Bang Book. Asa Stahl. Illus. Carly Allen-Fletcher. ISBN. 9781939547644. Creston Books. 4-9
The Blue Whale. Jenni Desmond. Illus. Jenni Desmond. ISBN. 9781592701650. Enchanted Lion Books. 4-8
The Boy Whose Head Was Filled with Stars. Isabelle Marinov. Illus. Deborah Marcero.  
ISBN. 9781592703173. Enchanted Lion Books. 7-10
Bread Lab. Kim Binczewski, Bethany Econopouly. Illus. Hayelin Choi. ISBN. 9780998436609. Readers to 
Eaters. 5-10
Counting Stars: The Story of Katherine Johnson, NASA Mathematician. Lesa Cline-Ransome. Illus. Raul 
Colon. ISBN. 9781534404755. Simon & Schuster. 4-8
Dinosaur Lady. Linda Skeers. Illus. Marta Álvarez Miguéns. ISBN. 9781728209517. Sourcebooks. 4-8
Dream Builder: The Story of Architect Philip Freelon. Kelly Starling Lyons. Illus. Laura Freeman.  
ISBN. 9781620149553. Lee & Low Books. 4-8
Find a Moose with Me. Suzanne Buzby Hersey. Illus. Ashley Halsey. ISBN. 9781732302044.  
McSea Books. 2-6
The Golden Life of Sally Sunflower. Imani Ariana Grant. Illus. Simone Anais Clarke and Michael Zachary 
Clarke. ISBN. 9781948071314. Lauren Simone Publishing House. 4-8
The Good Germ Hotel: Meet Your Body’s Marvelous Microbes. Kim Sung-Hwa. Illus. Kim Ryung-Eon.  
ISBN. 9781913750169. What on Earth Books / Britannica Books. 6-9

■ The Brown Bookshelf recommended title
* Free access at classroom.popcultureclassroom.org

Darcy Pattison
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Gut Garden: A Journey Into the Wonderful World of Your Microbiome. Written and illustrated by Katie 
Brosnan. ISBN. 9781908714725. Cicada Books. 6-10
Hidden City: Poems of Urban Wildlife. Sarah Grace Tuttle. Illus. Amy Schimler-Sa"ord.  
ISBN. 9780802854599. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 4-8
Hidden Figures: The True Story of Four Black Women and the Space Race. Margot Lee Shetterly.  
Illus. Laura Freeman. ISBN. 9780062742469. HarperCollins Children’s Books. 4-8
Inventors. Robert Winston. Illus. Jessamy Hawke. ISBN. 9781465492289. DK. 7-9
Jada Jones series. Kelly Starling Lyons. Illus. Vanessa Brantley Newton & Nneka Myers. Penguin Young 
Readers. 6-9
Kaleidoscope of Creatures. Cath Ard. Illus. Greer Stothers. ISBN. 9780711258754. The Quarto Group. 5-8
Leave a Message in the Sand: Poems about Gira!es, Bongos, and Other Creatures with Hooves. Bibi  
Dumon Tak. Illus. Annemarie van Haeringen. ISBN. 9780802855480. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 6-up
Little Cloud: The Science of a Hurricane. Johanna Wagsta"e. Illus. Julie McLaughlin.  
ISBN. 9781459821842. Orca Book Publishers. 6-8
Little Quinn the Inquisitor: The Water Cycle. Bianca Gouge. Illus. Cynthia Meadows.  
ISBN. 9781612542508. Brown Books Publishing Group. 4-8
Living Things and Nonliving Things. Kevin Kurtz. ISBN. 9781628559866. Arbordale Publishing. 4-9
Lucy’s Blooms. Dawn Babb Prochovnic. Illus. Alice Brereton. ISBN. 9781513267197. West Margin Press. 6-9
Mae Among the Stars. Roda Ahmed. Illus. Stasia Burrington. ISBN. 9780062651730. HarperCollins  
Children’s Books. 4-8
Magnet Max. Monica Lozano Hughes. Illus. Holly Weinstein. ISBN. 9781612542249. Brown Books Publishing 
Group. 5-9
The Magnificent Makers series. Theanne Gri#th. Illus. Reggie Brown. Random House Children’s Books. 7-10
Marvelous Machines: A Magic Lens Book. Jane Wilsher. Illus. Andres Lozano. ISBN. 9781912920204. What 
on Earth Books / Britannica Books. 7-11
Max Goes to the Moon. Je"rey Bennett. Illus. Alan Okamoto. ISBN. 9781937548209. Big Kid Science. 7-9
Mission to the Bottom of the Sea. Jan Leyssens. Illus. Joachim Sneyers. ISBN. 9781605375311. Clavis  
Publishing. 6-12
Mysteries of the Universe. Will Gater. ISBN. 9781465499332. DK. 7-9
Newton and Me. Lynne Mayer. Illus. Sherry Rogers. ISBN. 9781607188667. Arbordale Publishing. 4-8
Our Solar System. Arthur John L’hommedieu. Illus. Arthur John L’hommedieu. ISBN. 9781846435942.  
Child’s Play. 4-16
Perkins Perfect Purple. Tami Lewis Brown and Debbie Loren Dunn. Illus. Francesca Sanna.  
ISBN. 9781368032841. Little, Brown Books for Young Readers. 4-8
Pollen: Darwin’s 130-Year Prediction. Darcy Pattison. Illus. Peter Willis. ISBN. 9781629441207. Mims House. 6-9
Rocket Says Look Up!. Nathan Bryon. ISBN. 9781984894427. Random House Children’s Books. 3-7
Rosa’s Workshop series. Rosa’s Big Sunflower Experiment. Illus. Jessica Spanyol. ISBN. 9781786283641. 
Child’s Play. 3-7

Darcy Pattison
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Shark Lady. Jess Keating. Illus. Marta Álvarez Miguéns. ISBN. 9781492642046. Sourcebooks. 4-8
She Caught the Light. Kathryn Lasky. Illus. Julianna Swaney. ISBN. 9780062849304. HarperCollins  
Children’s Books. 4-8
Slime King. Cartherine Daly. Illus. Maine Diaz. ISBN. 9781635921229. Boyds Mills & Kane. 5-8
The Thingity-Jig. Kathleen Doherty. Illus. Kristyna Litten. ISBN. 9781561459599. Peachtree Publishing  
Company Inc. 4-8
The Very Impatient Caterpillar. Written and illustrated by Ross Burach. ISBN. 9781338289411. Scholastic. 4-8
Underground: Subway Systems from Around the World. Written and illustrated by Kim Uijung.  
ISBN. 9781908714831. Cicada Books. 3-9
Violet and the Pie of Life. Debra Green. ISBN. 9780823447558. Holiday House. 7-9
Volcano Dreams: A Story of Yellowstone. Janet Fox. Illus. Marlo Garnsworthy. ISBN. 9780988330382. Web 
of Life Children’s Books. 5-9
Who Will It Be? How Evolution Connects Us All. Paola Vitale. Illus. Rossana Bossù. ISBN. 9781733121200. 
Blue Dot Kids Press. 5-10
Whoosh! Lonnie Johnson’s Super-Soaking Stream of Inventions. Chris Barton. Illus. Don Tate.  
ISBN. 9781580892971. Charlesbridge. 7-10
Wilderness: Earth’s Amazing Habitats. Mia Cassany. Illus. Marcos Navarro. ISBN. 9783791373720. Prestel 
Publishing. 6-9
Wood, Wire, Wings: Emma Lilian Todd Invents an Airplane. Kirsten W. Larson. Illus. Tracy Subisak.  
ISBN. 9781629799384. Boyds Mills & Kane. 7-10
Your Place in the Universe. Jason Chin. ISBN. 9780823446230. Holiday House. 4-8

MIDDLE GRADE
Above and Beyond: NASA’s Journey to Tomorrow. Olugbemisola Rhuday-Perkovich.  
ISBN. 9781250308467. Macmillan Children’s Publishing Group. 9-11 
The Acadia Files Book One Summer Science. Katie Coppens. Illus. Holly Hatam. ISBN. 9780884486015. 
Tilbury House Publishers. 9-12
The Apollo Missions for Kids. Jerome Pohlen. ISBN. 9780912777177. Chicago Review Press. 9-up
The Beekeepers. Dana Church. ISBN. 9781338565546. Scholastic. 8-12
A Beginner’s Projects in Coding. Marc Scott. Illus. Mick Marston. ISBN. 9781547602766. Bloomsbury  
Publishing. 8-12
Brains On! Presents...It’s Alive: From Neurons and Narwhals to the Fungus Among Us. Molly Bloom, 
Marc Sanchez, and Sanden Totten. Illus. Serge Seidlitz and Neil Swaab. ISBN. 9780316428293. Little, 
Brown Books for Young Readers. 8-12
Changing the Equation: 50+ US Black Women in Stem. Tonya Bolden. ISBN. 9781419707346. Abrams 
Books for Young Readers. 10-up
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Chemical World: Science in Our Daily Lives. Rowena Rae. ISBN. 9781459821576. Orca Book Publishers. 9-12
*Dr. Justina Ford. R. Alan Brooks. Illus. Karl Christian Krumpholz. Pop Culture Classroom. 9-up
Dr. Maggie’s Grand Tour of the Solar System. Dr. Maggie Aderin-Pocock. Illus. Chelen Écija.  
ISBN. 9781780555751. Kane Miller, A Division of EDC Publishing. 8-up
Fossils from Lost Worlds. Damien Laverdunt. Illus. Helene Rajcak. ISBN. 9781776573158. Gecko Press. 10-11
Galileo! Galileo!. Holly Trechter and Jane Donovan. Illus. Holly Trechter and Jane Donovan.  
ISBN. 9781939360083. Sky Candle Press. 9-12
Get Coding! Learn HTML, CSS, and JavaScript and Build a Website, App, and Game. Young Rewired 
State. Illus. Duncan Beedie. ISBN. 9780763692766. Candlewick Press. 9-12
How to Catch a Keeper. Stephanie Mulligan. Illus. Connie Rand. ISBN. 9781732302006. McSea Books. 8-12
How We Got to the Moon: The People, Technology, and Daring Feats of Science Behind Humanity’s 
Greatest Adventure. John Rocco. Illus. John Rocco. ISBN. 9780525647416. Random House Children’s 
Books. 10-up
Kid Innovators. Robin Stevenson. Illus. Allison Steinfeld. ISBN. 9781683692270. Quirk Books. 9-12
Kitchen Pantry Scientist Biology for Kids. Liz Lee Heinecke. ISBN. 9781631598326. The Quarto Group. 7-10
Lemonade Code. Jarod Pratt. Illus. Jey Odin. ISBN. 9781620108680. Oni Press. 9-12
*NASA: Anything You Can Do. R. Alan Brooks. Illus. Will Whitaker. Pop Culture Classroom. 9-up
Numbers in Motion: Sophie Kowalevski, Queen of Mathematics. Laurie Wallmark. Illus. Yevgenia  
Nayberg. ISBN. 9781939547637. Creston Books. 8-12
One Minute Mysteries: Short Mysteries You Solve With Math! / ¡Misterios cortos que resuelves con 
matemáticas!. Eric Yoder and Natalie Yoder. ISBN. 9781938492228. Science, Naturally!. 10-14
Planes. Jan van der Veken. ISBN. 9783791374413. Prestel Publishing. 8-12
Pop the Bronze Balloon. Jackie Yeager. ISBN. 9781948705561. Chicago Review Press. 9-12
Premeditated Myrtle (Myrtle Hardcastle Mystery 1). Elizabeth C. Bunce. ISBN. 9781616209186. Algonquin 
Young Readers. 10-18
Radioactive!. Winifred Conkling. ISBN. 9781616204150. Algonquin Young Readers. 10-14
Save the Crash-Test Dummies. Jennifer Swanson. Illus. TeMika Grooms. ISBN. 9781682630228. 
Peachtree Publishing Company Inc. 8-12
Squidtoons. Garfield Kwan. Illus. Dana Song. ISBN. 9781449490249. Andrews McMeel Publishing. 7-12
Stink: Solar System Superhero. Megan McDonald. Illus. Peter H. Reynolds. ISBN. 9780763663926.  
Candlewick Press. 6-9
The Tantalizing Tale of Grace Minnaugh. Alice Kaltman. ISBN. 9781947548978. Fitzroy Books (imprint of 
Regal House Publishing). 9-12
Timeline Science and Technology: A Visual History of Our World. Peter Goes. Illus. Peter Goes.  
ISBN. 9781776573004. Gecko Press. 11-12
Tiny Stitches: The Life of Medical Pioneer Vivien Thomas. Gwendolyn Hooks. Illus. Colin Bootman.  
ISBN. 9781620141564. Lee & Low Books. 7-13
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The Universe. Written and Illustrated by Danielle Futselaar. ISBN. 9781605375816. Clavis Publishing. 10-14
VIP: Lewis Latimer. Denise Lewis Patrick. ISBN. 9780062889669. HarperCollins Children’s Books. 8-12
X-Venture Xplorers Volume 1: The Kingdom of Animals, Lion vs Tiger. Slaium. Illus. Black Ink Team.  
ISBN. 9781545805497. Papercutz Graphic Novel. 8-12

YOUNG ADULT
Sneaky Uses for Everyday Things. Cy Tymony. ISBN. 9780740738593. Andrews McMeel Publishing. 12-up
The Underfoot: The Mighty Deep. Emily Whitten, Ben Fisher. Illus. Michelle Nguyen.  
ISBN. 9781549302893. Oni Press. 13-16
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SUPERPOWER (noun): a skill, personal trait, or passion that plays an important role in your life, 
helps you do good in the world, and makes you feel special, happy, and confident. 

Choose one or several of these activities and have fun discovering or rea!rming your superpower! 
Don’t forget to ask for help and permission from your parent, caregiver, or teacher. 

Not all of these activities are directly related to superpowers or superheroes, but will still help 
you to pinpoint your own personal superpower!

Dive into science and STEM with activities that highlight technology, engineering, math,  
natural science, and more!

 ☐ Explore di#erent science projects you can do at home (look in books and on the internet). 
Try one out and see what you learn.

 ☐ Start a plant from seed and take notes on the progress as it grows.
 ☐ Start learning how to code at Code.org. There are lots of fiction and non-fiction books you 

can read about coding to inspire you.
 ☐ Go on a walk and collect di#erent leaves/plants. Use a book or the internet to try and 

identify each species.
 ☐ Create a few di#erent paper airplanes and see which model flies the best. You can decorate 

it to be your superhero jet!
 ☐ Use paper and things around your house to create a superhero mask with moving parts.
 ☐ Create a superhero buddy using an uncooked egg. Decorate it and then use stu# you 

have at home to build a parachute or landing gear to prevent your side kick from cracking or 
breaking when you drop it from up high. You can make this into a contest with your friends 
or family.

 ☐ Science can show you the superpower of all kinds of things. The sun has lots of superpowers. 
So do clouds. What about the superpowers of animals, machines, your favorite toy? Make 
a list of di#erent items and what their superpowers are.

 ☐ Write a short story or poem about science or STEM.
 ☐ Draw a comic strip or page of a picture book that features science or STEM ideas.
 ☐ Read one book from the themed book list and share it with a friend or family member.
 ☐ Ask for a book recommendation on the theme from a friend, family member, teacher, or 

librarian.
 ☐ You found a great book about STEM or science? Sit down with a parent, family member, family, 

teacher and read to them your favorite paragraph or chapter so you can talk about it.

Use these activities to help find your superpower

STEM and Science



EveryChildaReader.net/cbw  |  Superpower Activity Booklist

SUPERPOWER BOOK LIST
THE ARTS

BOARD BOOKS
Clive and His Art. Jessica Spanyol. Illus. Jessica Spanyol. ISBN. 9781846438837. Child’s Play. 1-3
Kahlo’s Koalas. Grace Helmer. ISBN. 9781449497286. Andrews McMeel Publishing. 0-3

PICTURE BOOKS
Rap a Tap Tap: Here’s Bojangles - Think of That!. Diane Dillon. Illus. Leo Dillon. ISBN. 9780590478830. 
Scholastic. 4-8
A Day at the Museum. Florence Ducatteau. Illus. Chantal Peten. ISBN. 9781605371429. Clavis Publishing. 5-12
A Guide to Becoming an Actor. Olivia Lauren. ISBN. 9781948071369. Lauren Simone Publishing House. 4-12
A World Full of Poems. Dr. Sylvia Vardell. ISBN. 9781465492296. DK. 5-9
Anya’s Secret Society. Written and illustrated by Yegenia Nayberg. ISBN. 9781580898300. Charlesbridge. 4-8
Beautiful Shades of Brown, the Art of Laura Wheeler Waring. Nancy Churnin. Illus. Felicia Marshall.  
ISBN. 9781939547651. Creston Books. 13-15
Boys Dance! (American Ballet Theatre). John Robert Allman. Illus. Luciano Lozano. ISBN. 9780593181140. 
Random House Children’s Books. 3-7
Circus Girl. Jana Novotny Hunter. Illus. Joachin Camp. ISBN. 9781786282972. Child’s Play. 3-7
Coppernickel Goes Mondrian. Written and illustrated by Wouter van Reek. ISBN. 9781592701193.  
Enchanted Lion Books. 4-8
The Dot. Written and illustrated by Peter H. Reynolds. ISBN. 9780763619619. Candlewick Press. 5-9
Drawing on Walls: A Story of Keith Haring. Matthew Burgess. Illus. Josh Cochran. ISBN. 9781592702671. 
Enchanted Lion Books. 6-14
Dream Flights on Arctic Nights. Brooke Hartman. Illus. Evon Zerbetz. ISBN. 9781513261898. West Margin 
Press. 5-7
Dream It! Draw It! Think It! Do It!. Courtney Watkins. ISBN. 9781449480349. Andrews McMeel Publishing. 7-12
Ella the Swinging Duck. Suzan Overmeer. Illus. Myriam Berenschot. ISBN. 9781605375175. Clavis  
Publishing. 4-9
Flying Paintings: The Zhou Brothers: A Story of Revolution and Art. Amy Alznauer. Illus. ShanZuo Zhou; 
DaHuang Zhou. ISBN. 9781536204285. Candlewick Press. 5-9
Going to the Theater. Florence Ducatteau. Illus. Chantal Peten. ISBN. 9781605372532. Clavis Publishing. 5-up

■ The Brown Bookshelf recommended title
* Free access at classroom.popcultureclassroom.org
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Hello, Neighbor! The Kind and Caring World of Mister Rogers. Matthew Cordell. ISBN. 9780823446186. 
Holiday House. 4-8
How to Spot an Artist. Danielle Krysa. ISBN. 9783791374406. Prestel Publishing. 4-8
Hum and Swish. Matt Myers. ISBN. 9780823442867. Holiday House. 4-8
The Hunter and His Dog. Written and illustrated by Sassafras De Bruyn. ISBN. 9780802855343. Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Co. 5-9
I Want to Dance. Written and illustrated by Makiko Toyofuku. ISBN. 9781684641307. Kane Miller, A Division  
of EDC Publishing. 4-8
Irving Berlin, the Immigrant Boy Who Made America Sing. Nancy Churnin. Illus. James Rey Sanchez.  
ISBN. 9781607107767. Creston Books. 7-12
Isabella: Artist Extraordinaire. Jennifer Fosberry. Illus. Mike Litwin. ISBN. 9781492672647. Sourcebooks. 4-8
Luna Loves Art. Joseph Coelho. Illus. Fiona Lumbers. ISBN. 9781783448661. Kane Miller, A Division of 
EDC Publishing. 4-8
Madison Explores Paint. Sabrena Bishop. Illus. Lionel Emabat. ISBN. 9781948071123. Lauren Simone  
Publishing House. 4-8
Music and How It Works. Charlie Morland. ISBN. 9781465499905. DK. 7-9
The Noisy Classroom. Angela Shanté. Illus. Alison Hawkins. ISBN. 9781513262925. West Margin Press. 6-8
Polka Dot Parade. Deborah Blumenthal. Illus. Masha D’yans. ISBN. 9781499806649. Little Bee Books. 4-8
Prince. Maria Isabel Sanchez Vegara. Illus. Cachetejack. ISBN. 9780711254398. The Quarto Group. 4-7
Queen of Tejano Music: Selena. Silvia Lopez. Illus. Paola Escobar. ISBN. 9781499811421. Little Bee Books. 6-9
Radiant Child. Javaka Steptoe. ISBN. 9780316213882. Little, Brown Books for Young Readers. 4-8
Respect: Aretha Franklin, the Queen of Soul. Carole Boston Weatherford. Illus. Frank Morrison.  
ISBN. 9781534452282. Simon & Schuster. 4-8
Shayla’s Shutdown Solution. Danya Carter, Joseph Chuku, Samaria Short. Illus. Camryn Simms.  
ISBN. 9781950807130. Shout Mouse Press. 4-8
Vincent van Gogh and the Colors of the Wind. Chiara Lossani. Illus. Octavia Monaco.  
ISBN. 9780802853905. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 7-up
We Are The Supremes. Zoe Tucker. Illus. Salini Perera. ISBN. 9780711261518. The Quarto Group. 4-7
What a Masterpiece!. Written and illustrated by Riccardo Guasco. ISBN. 9780802855398. Wm. B.  
Eerdmans Publishing Co. 5-9
Wild Symphony. Dan Brown. Illus. Susan Batori. ISBN. 9780593123843. Random House Children’s Books. 3-7

MIDDLE GRADE
Claudia and the New Girl (Baby-sitters Club Graphic Novel #9). Ann M. Martin. Illus. Gabriela Epstein.  
ISBN. 9781338304572. Scholastic. 8-12
The Edge of Great (Julie and the Phantoms, Season One Novelization). Micol Ostow. ISBN. 9781338713374. 
Scholastic. 8-12
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*Anne Waldman. Written and illustrated by Jim & Ruth Keegan. Pop Culture Classroom. 9-up
Catch Me When I Fall. Bonnie Graves. ISBN. 9781947548015. Fitzroy Books (imprint of Regal House  
Publishing). 9-12
Delicates. Written and illustrated by Brenna Thummler. ISBN. 9781620107881. Oni Press. 10-up
Design Dossier: Architecture for Kids. Pamela Pease. Illus. Pamela Pease et al. ISBN. 9780977790531.  
Paintbox Press. 9-12
Design Dossier: The World of Design. Pamela Pease. Illus. Pamela Pease et al. ISBN. 9780977790500. 
Paintbox Press. 9-12
Dorothea’s Eyes: Dorothea Lange Photographs the Truth. Barb Rosenstock. Illus. Gerard Dubois.  
ISBN. 9781629792088. Boyds Mills & Kane. 8-12
Gender Queer: A Memoir. Written and illustrated by Maia Kobabe. ISBN. 9781549304002. Oni Press. 10-up
Girl with Brush and Canvas: Georgia O’Kee!e, American Artist. Carolyn Meyer. ISBN. 9781629799346. 
Boyds Mills & Kane. 10-up
Hurricane Season. Nicole Melleby. ISBN. 9781616209063. Algonquin Young Readers. 9-12
Immigrant Architect: Rafael Guastavino and the American Dream. Berta De Miguel. Illus. Virginia Lorente. 
ISBN. 9780884488125. Tilbury House. 9-12
Legacy: Women Poets of the Harlem Renaissance. Nikki Grimes. ISBN. 9781681199443. Bloomsbury  
Publishing. 10-14
Monument Maker: Daniel Chester French and the Lincoln Memorial. Linda Booth Sweeney. Illus. Shawn 
Fields. ISBN. 9780884486435. Tilbury House. 9-12
Music: A Fold-out Graphic History. Nicholas O’Neill and Susan Hayes. Illus. Ruby Taylor.  
ISBN. 9781999967949. What on Earth Books / Britannica Books. 10-14
My Big Book of the World’s Greatest Art. Louise Lockhart. ISBN. 9783791373959. Prestel Publishing. 8-12
My Year of Art. Susan Schwake. Illus. Charlotte Farmer. ISBN. 9781684640942. Kane Miller, A Division of 
EDC Publishing. 8-12
*Red Rocks Amphitheater. R. Alan Brooks. Illus. Dailen Ogden. Pop Culture Classroom. 9-up
Schomburg: The Man Who Built a Library. Carole Boston Weatherford. Illus. Eric Velasquez.  
ISBN. 9781536208979. Candlewick Press. 8-12
So Done. Paula Chase. ISBN. 9780062691781. HarperCollins Children’s Books. 8-12
Spartacus Ryan Zander and the Secrets of the Incredible. Molly Elwood. ISBN. 9781947548411. Fitzroy 
Books (imprint of Regal House Publishing). 9-12
The Arts Visual Encyclopedia. DK. ISBN. 9781465462909. DK. 8-12
The Music in George’s Head: George Gershwin Creates Rhapsody in Blue. Suzanne Slade. Illus. Stacy 
Innerst. ISBN. 9781629790992. Boyds Mills & Kane. 9-12
Truly Tyler. Terri Libenson. ISBN. 9780062894571. HarperCollins Children’s Books. 8-12
Turning Point. Paula Chase. ISBN. 9780062965660. HarperCollins Children’s Books. 8-12
When Kittens Go Viral. Darcy Pattison. Illus. Nicole Standard. ISBN. 9781629441429. Mims House. 8-12

Darcy Pattison
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YOUNG ADULTS
Dreaming in Color. Melanie Florence. ISBN. 9781459825864. Orca Book Publishers. 12-up
Foreshadow. Nova Ren Suma and Emily X.R. Pan. ISBN. 9781643750798. Algonquin Young Readers. 14-18
I Am the Night Sky. Next Wave Muslim Initiative Writers. Illus. Next Wave Muslim Initiative Artists.  
ISBN. 9781945434938. Shout Mouse Press. 12-up
Muted. Tami Charles. ISBN. 9781338673524. Scholastic. 12-18
My Riot. Rick Spears. Illus. Emmett Helen. ISBN. 9781620107768. Oni Press. 14-17
Never Look Back. Lilliam Rivera. ISBN. 9781547603732. Bloomsbury Publishing. 13-up
Pretty Funny for a Girl. Rebecca Elliott. ISBN. 9781682631478. Peachtree Publishing Company Inc. 12-16
Sing Like No One’s Listening. Vanessa Jones. ISBN. 9781529010916. Peachtree Publishing Company Inc. 12-16
The Great Nijinsky: God of Dance. Lynn Curlee. Illus. Lynn Curlee. ISBN. 9781580898003. Charlesbridge. 12-up
Tigers, Not Daughters. Samantha Mabry. ISBN. 9781616208967. Algonquin Young Readers. 14-up
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SUPERPOWER (noun): a skill, personal trait, or passion that plays an important role in your life, 
helps you do good in the world, and makes you feel special, happy, and confident. 

Choose one or several of these activities and have fun discovering or rea!rming your superpower! 
Don’t forget to ask for help and permission from your parent, caregiver, or teacher. 

Not all of these activities are directly related to superpowers or superheroes, but will still help 
you to pinpoint your own personal superpower!

Explore the arts with this activity list including theater, dance, visual art, crafts, and writing.

 ☐ Write a short skit or play -- it can be about superheroes or whatever you want. Find family 
or friends to play the roles and someone to be the audience.

 ☐ Use recycled materials (egg cartons, empty jars and containers, paper towel tubes, etc.) to 
create a statue of someone who inspires you with their superpower.

 ☐ Make your own cards. Using paper and art supplies around the house, create handmade 
cards and write messages to your favorite people. Ask an adult to help you mail them.

 ☐ Teach your favorite craft activity to a sibling, friend, parent, or other adult.
 ☐ Make your own Children’s Book Week decorations using stu# you have at home.
 ☐ Come up with your own superhero theme song (hums, or dahs, or oohs to make it simple).
 ☐ Create a superhero costume for yourself.
 ☐ Use play-doh or clay to build your superheroes’ hide-out.
 ☐ Create a story in the topic you like and then make puppets to put on a show for your family 

and/or friends!
 ☐ Write a short story or poem about your favorite art form.
 ☐ Draw a comic strip or page of a picture book about your favorite art form.
 ☐ Read one book from the themed book list and share it with a friend or family member.
 ☐ Ask for a book recommendation on the theme from a friend, family member, teacher, or 

librarian.
 ☐ You found a great book about art? Sit down with a parent, family member, family, teacher 

and read to them your favorite paragraph or chapter so you can talk about it.

Use these activities to help find your superpower

The Arts 
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SUPERPOWER BOOK LIST
THE HUMANITIES

PICTURE BOOKS
The ABCs of Black History. Rio Cortez. Illus. Lauren Semmer. ISBN. 9781523507498. Workman Publishing. 5-up
Archeologists and What they Do. Written and illustrated by Liesbet Slegers. ISBN. 9781605375342. Clavis 
Publishing. 3-9
Around America to Win the Vote. Mara Rockli!. Illus. Hadley Hooper. ISBN. 9781536208368. Candlewick 
Press. 5-8
Calvin Gets the Last Word. Margo Sorenson. Illus. Mike Deas. ISBN. 9780884488224. Tilbury House. 6-8
Charles Darwin. Maria Isabel Sanchez Vegara. Illus. Mark Ho!man. ISBN. 9780711257719. The Quarto 
Group. 4-7
Child of St Kilda. Written and illustrated by Beth Waters. ISBN. 9781786281876. Child’s Play. 4-9
The Day Saida Arrived. Susana Gómez Redondo. Illus. Sonja Wimmer. ISBN. 9781733121255. Blue Dot Kids 
Press. 3-8
The E!cient, Inventive (Often Annoying) Melvil Dewey. Alexis O’Neill. Illus. Edwin Fotheringham.  
ISBN. 9781684371983. Boyds Mills & Kane. 7-10
Enormous Smallness. Matthew Burgess. Illus. Kris Di Giacomo. ISBN. 9781592701711. Enchanted Lion 
Books. 4-8
The Fearless Flights of Hazel Ying Lee. Julie Leung. Illus. Julie Kwon. ISBN. 9780759554955. Little, Brown 
Books for Young Readers. 4-8
Flying Colors: A Guide to Flags from Around the World. Robert Fresson. Illus. Robin Jacobs.  
ISBN. 9781908714466. Cicada Books. 6-12
Flying Free: How Bessie Coleman’s Dreams Took Flight. Karyn Parsons. Illus. R. Gregory Christie. ISBN. 
9780316457194. Little, Brown Books for Young Readers. 4 -8
Grandmother School. Rina Singh. Illus. Ellen Rooney. ISBN. 9781459819054. Orca Book Publishers. 6-8
Greek Myths. Jean Menzies. ISBN. 9781465491534. DK. 7-9
The Highest Tribute: Thurgood Marshall’s Life, Leadership, and Legacy. Kekla Magoon. Illus. Laura  
Freeman. ISBN. 9780062912510. HarperCollins Children’s Books. 4-8
Home, Sweet Home. Moira Butterfield. Illus. Clair Rossiter. ISBN. 9781405291866. Kane Miller, A Division of 
EDC Publishing. 3-7
I, Humanity. Je!rey Bennett. ISBN. 9781937548520. Big Kid Science. 7-9
If a Mummy Could Talk.... Rhonda Lucas Donald. Illus. Cathy Morrison. ISBN. 9781607187370. Arbordale 
Publishing. 4-8

■ The Brown Bookshelf recommended title
* Free access at classroom.popcultureclassroom.org
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The Impossible Voyage of the Kon-Tiki. Deborah Kogan-Ray. Illus. Deborah Kogan-Ray.  
ISBN. 9781580896207. Charlesbridge. 7-10
Jump at the Sun: The True Life Tale of Unstoppable Storycatcher Zora Neale Hurston. Alicia D Williams. 
Illus. Jacqueline Alcantara. ISBN. 9781534419131. Simon & Schuster. 4-8
Literally: Amazing Words and Where They Come From. Patrick Skipworth. Illus. Nicholas Stevenson.  
ISBN. 9781912920181. What on Earth Books / Britannica Books. 6-11
Magic Ramen. Andrea Wang. Illus. Kana Urbanowicz. ISBN. 9781499807035. Little Bee Books. 4-8
Magical History Tour Volume 1: The Great Pyramid. Fabrice Erre. Illus. Sylvain Savoia.  
ISBN. 9781545806333. Papercutz Graphic Novel. 7-12
Magical History Tour Volume 2: The Great Wall of China. Fabrice Erre. Illus. Sylvain Savoia.  
ISBN. 9781545806340. Papercutz Graphic Novel. 7-12
Mayflower: The Ship That Started a Nation. Rebecca Siegel. Illus. Michael Lauritano and Mike Love.  
ISBN. 9780711248250. The Quarto Group. 8-10
Meg & Greg: Frank and the Skunk. Elspeth Rae & Rowena Rae. Illus. Elisa Gutierrez. ISBN. 9781459824935. 
Orca Book Publishers. 6-8
Mexique: A Refugee Story from the Spanish Civil War. María José Ferrada. Illus. Ana Penyas.  
ISBN. 9780802855459. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 7-10
A Most Clever Girl. Jasmine A. Stirling. Illus. Vesper Stamper. ISBN. 9781547601103. Bloomsbury Publishing. 5-9
My Way West. Written and illustrated by Elizabeth Goss. ISBN. 9781513267302. West Margin Press. 7-10
The Nantucket Sea Monster: A Fake News Story. Darcy Pattison. Illus. Peter Willis. ISBN. 9781629440835. 
Mims House. 6-9
Niños: Poems for the Lost Children of Chile. María José Ferrada. Illus. María Elena Valdez.  
ISBN. 9780802855671. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 7-up
Out of Time: Lost on the Titanic. Jessica Rinker. Illus. Bethany Stancli!e. ISBN. 9781524858254. Andrews 
McMeel Publishing. 6-9
Poet: The Remarkable Story of George Moses Horton. Don Tate. ISBN. 9781682630624. Peachtree Pub-
lishing Company Inc. 6 -10
Polonius the Pit Pony. Written and illustrated by Richard O’Neill. ISBN. 9781786281852. Child’s Play. 4-9
Praline Lady. Kirstie Myvett. Illus. Kameko Madere. ISBN. 9781455625291. Pelican Publishing. 3-8
Radiant Child: The Story of Young Artist Jean-Michel Basquiat. Javaka Steptoe. ISBN. 9780316213882. 
Little, Brown Books for Young Readers. 4-8
Revolutionary Friends: General George Washington and the Marquis de Lafayette. Selene Castrovilla.  
Illus. Drazen Kozjan. ISBN. 9781590788806. Boyds Mills & Kane. 7-10
The Romans. Suzan Boshouwers. Illus. Veronica Nahmias. ISBN. 9781605373195. Clavis Publishing. 5-up
Roots of Rap. Carole Boston Weatherford. Illus. Frank Morrison. ISBN. 9781499804119. Little Bee Books. 4-up
The Story of Bodri. Hédi Fried. Illus. Stina Wirsén. ISBN. 9780802855657. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 6-10
The Strange Birds of Flannery O’Connor. Amy Alznauer. Illus. Ping Zhu. ISBN. 9781592702954. Enchanted 
Lion Books. 4-8

Darcy Pattison
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A Thank-You from Winellda. Esther Clark. Illus. Christine Cathers Donohue. ISBN. 9781612542713. Brown 
Books Publishing Group. 4-8
We the People: The United States Constitution Explored and Explained. Aura Lewis and Evan Sargent. 
Illus. Aura Lewis. ISBN. 9780711254046. The Quarto Group. 10-14
When I Grow Up: Leaders. DK. Illus. Lucy Semple. ISBN. 9781465491404. DK. 2-5
William Still and His Freedom Stories. Written and illustrated by Don Tate. ISBN. 9781561459353. Peachtree 
Publishing Company Inc. 6-10

MIDDLE GRADE
Absolutely Everything!: A History of Earth, Dinosaurs, Rulers, Robots and Other Things Too Numerous to 
Mention. Christopher Lloyd. Illus. Andy Forshaw. ISBN. 9781999802837. What on Earth Books / Britannica 
Books. 9-12
Africa, Amazing Africa: Country by Country. Atinuke. ISBN. 9781406376586. Candlewick Press. 8-12
Amber and Clay. Laura Amy Schlitz. Illus. Julia Iredale. ISBN. 9781536201222. Candlewick Press. 10-14
Becoming Emily. Krystyna Poray Goddu. ISBN. 9780897330039. Chicago Review Press. 10-up
Brave. Black. First. 50+ African American Women Who Changed the World. Cheryl Willis Hudson. Illus. Erin 
K. Robinson. ISBN. 9780525645818. Random House Children’s Books. 8-12
Desert Diary: Japanese American Kids Behind Barbed Wire. Michael O. Tunnell. ISBN. 9781580897891. 
Charlesbridge. 9-12
Digging for Troy: From Homer to Hisarlik. Jill Rubalcaba and Eric H. Cline. Illus. Sarah S. Brannen.  
ISBN. 9781580893275. Charlesbridge. 9-12
Draw Like an (Ancient) Egyptian. Joe Gamble. Illus. Joe Gamble. ISBN. 9781908714497. Cicada Books. 8-12
The End of the World and Beyond. Avi. ISBN. 9781616205652. Algonquin Young Readers. 8-12
Far Side of the Moon: The Story of Apollo 11’s Third Man. Alex Irvine. Illus. Ben Bishop.  
ISBN. 9780884487593. Tilbury House. 9-12
*Forming the United Nations. R. Alan Brooks. Illus. Ruth Clark. Pop Culture Classroom. 9-up
The History of the World in Comics. Jean-Baptiste de Panafieu. Illus. Adrienne Barman. ISBN. 
9780823445783. Holiday House. 10-up
Land of the Cranes. Aida Salazar. ISBN. 9781338343809. Scholastic. 8-12
Leonardo da Vinci Gets a Do-Over. Mark P. Friedlander Jr. ISBN. 9780967802060. Science, Naturally!. 10-14
Little Kid, Big City!: New York. Beth Beckman. Illus. Holley Maher. ISBN. 9781683692447. Quirk Books. 8-12
Little Red Wolf. Written and illustrated by Amélie Fléchais. ISBN. 9781941302453. Oni Press. 9-up
Miguel’s Brave Knight: Young Cervantes and His Dream of Don Quixote. Margarita Engle. Illus. Raul Colon. 
ISBN. 9781561458561. Peachtree Publishing Company Inc. 8-12
A Place to Hang the Moon. Kate Albus. ISBN. 9780823447053. Holiday House. 9-12
The Purloining of Prince Oleomargarine. Mark Twain and Philip C. Stead. Illus. Erin Stead.  
ISBN. 9780593303825. Random House Children’s Books. 8-12
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Radium Girls: Young Readers’ Edition. Kate Moore. ISBN. 9781728209470. Sourcebooks. 8-12
Survivors of the Holocaust. Kath Shackleton. Illus. Zane Whittingham. ISBN. 9781492688938. Sourcebooks. 10-14
Timelines from Black History. Foreword by Mireille Harper. ISBN. 9780744039092. DK. 9-12
Two Men and a Car: Franklin Roosevelt, Al Capone, and a Cadillac V-8. Michael Garland. Illus. Michael  
Garland. ISBN. 9780884486206. Tilbury House. 9-12
We Must Not Forget. Deborah Hopkinson. ISBN. 9781338255775. Scholastic. 9-12
What a Wonderful Word: A Collection of Untranslatable Words from Around the World. Nicola Edwards. 
Illus. Luisa Uribe. ISBN. 9781610677226. Kane Miller, A Division of EDC Publishing. All ages
A Wish in the Dark. Christina Soontornvat. ISBN. 9781536204940. Candlewick Press. 8-12

YOUNG ADULTS
A Pirate’s Life for She. Laura Sook Duncombe. ISBN. 9781641600552. Chicago Review Press. 12-up
Archival Quality. Ivy Noelle Weir. Illus. Steenz. ISBN. 9781620104705. Oni Press. 13-16
Back Home. Dan L Walker. ISBN. 9781513262697. West Margin Press. 14-up
Leaving China. James McMullan. ISBN. 9781616202552. Algonquin Young Readers. 12-18
Nemesis and the Swan. Lindsay Bandy. ISBN. 9781094059471. Blackstone Publishing. 12-17
The Rise and Fall of Charles Lindbergh. Candace Fleming. ISBN. 9780525646549. Random House  
Children’s Books. 12-up 
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SUPERPOWER (noun): a skill, personal trait, or passion that plays an important role in your life, 
helps you do good in the world, and makes you feel special, happy, and confident. 

Choose one or several of these activities and have fun discovering or rea!rming your superpower! 
Don’t forget to ask for help and permission from your parent, caregiver, or teacher. 

Not all of these activities are directly related to superpowers or superheroes, but will still help 
you to pinpoint your own personal superpower!

These activities cover a wide range of topics from literature to history, anthropology to arche-
ology.

 ☐ Start a book journal, write down all the books you read and what parts you liked and did 
not like.

 ☐ Research a specific year or time period in the past. What important things happened then 
and what was life like for people? Then you can draw a picture, write a short story, poem, 
or comic strip with a fictional character during that time.

 ☐ Make a list, vision board, or drawing of fictional book characters who have inspired you.
 ☐ Make a list, vision board, or drawing of historical figures who have inspired you.
 ☐ Write a letter to one of your favorite fictional or historical characters. Tell them how they 

have inspired you or helped to shape your actions.
 ☐ Draw a map of an imaginary place or of a country you want to visit. 
 ☐ Alternate history: When you learn about a new period in history, imagine and write a short 

story or drawing about how life would be di#erent if that event hadn’t occurred. 
 ☐ Write a short story or poem about history, literature, archeology, or another of the  

humanities.
 ☐ Draw a comic strip or page of a picture book that history, literature, anthropology, or  

another of the humanities.
 ☐ Read one book from the themed book list and share it with a friend or family member.
 ☐ Ask for a book recommendation on the theme from a friend, family member, teacher, or 

librarian.
 ☐ You found a great book? Sit down with a parent, family member, family, teacher and read 

to them your favorite paragraph or chapter so you can talk about it.

Use these activities to help find your superpower

The Humanities
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