SLJ: ". .. THIS SERIES IS OUT OF THIS WORLD."

COMMON
CORE
STANDARDS

STEAM
TOPICS

» PAGE 12

JUST_
FOR FUN_
ANSWERS

» PAGE 18

MEET THE
ILLUSTRATOR

» PAGE 20

THE ALIEN'S INC. SERIES TEACHER'S GUIDE



A mm——

R .

ALIENS, INC. SERIES MIMSHOUSE.COM

— Pl o
o ET

MESSAGE

FROM AUTHOR/

Growmg up, | wanted to
naut. Instead I'm writin

The Aliens, Inc. Series are humorous &
ustories abol about a freindl

be an astro-
g about aliens.

alien famil

are shlwrecked on Earth. They are
ritten in first-person, and each stor
has 80-100 black-and-white illustra-

tions. For more on Darc

2

pattison.
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ell Smith
was named
after a box
of cereal.
Kell - ogg.

His family
crash lands on Earth and

must make the best of the
strange new world. As our
series opens, Kell is just

starting third grade.

Kell's family must learn

MIMSHOUSE.COM DARCY PATTISON

to speak
Earth's English lan-
guage, find a home, and
figure out how to get
enough moeny to eat..

ack home
on planet
Box, they
lived in a
tree house.
In the U.S.,
though, no one lives in a
tree house. The Smiths
sell their spaceship to

the Weird-
est Tales Museum and use
the money to buy a house.
What about food? They
must learn to cook new
foods--but where will they
get money to buy food?

When neighbor Bree says
she wants an alien party,
they agree to provide it.
But how do aliens know
what Earthlings think
aliens are like? Will they
blow the alien party?
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PLOT

KELL, THE ALIEN

Shipwrecked on earth and

desperate to make money,

an alien family decides to

make a living by opening

Aliens, Inc., an intergalac-

master-minded by 9 year

old alien boy, Kell Smith.

Kell discovers that his

neighbor, Bree Hendricks,

turns 9-years-old next

month and she wants a

party with an alien theme.

That should be simple as

lying from star to star. But

things aren’t that easy:

Earthling’s ideas about

aliens are totally wrong.

Even worse, Principal Lynx

is a UFO-Chaser and sus

pects aliens around every

faens...

Darcy Pattisongh.__
Rich Davis

KELLsmc! the

HORSE APPLE PARADE
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SYNOPSIS

KELL AND THE

HORSE APPLE
PARADE

For Kell, the Friends of
Police Parade is a big
deal, his first Earth-
ling parade. With Bree’s

help, he must figure out

how to deal with City

Hall, figure out fund-rais-

ing and find super heroes

and super heroines to

march in the parade. To

make things worse, Princi-

pal Lynx believes someone

in third grade in an alien,

and she has a new Alien

Catcher App on her smart

phone. Survival on planet

Earth just got harder for

the Smiths, those friendly

aliens from Bix. Will the

Society of Alien Chasers

catch Kell and his family?
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KELL AND THE
GIANTS

If you’re an alien on Earth,

you have one giant secret

to keep. After a while,

even friends want to tell

your secret. Kell and Bree

plan a birthday party with

giants—Big Foot, Cyclops,
Goliath and the Jolly Green

gle with keeping their

own giant secret. But they

have an even bigger prob-

lem: Principal Lynx and the

Society of Alien Chasers

is back with a dog trained

to sniff out an alien in a

crowd. When Mom is stung

by a bee, Kell must find

a doctor who can keep a

giant secret, too.

Darcy Pattisor

Rich”Davis

Kell makes a startling dis-

covery: he has zigzag fin-

gerprints. Worse, Mrs.

Lynx and the Society of

Alien Chasers know about

the fingerprints, and they

are on the hunt. Every-

one turns detective in this

continuing adventure of

an alien family from planet

Bix, who struggles to make

ends meet by putting on

birthday parties for kids.

But the stakes are higher

than ever because Kell’'s

mom has just laid a beau-

tiful green egg. With Mrs.

Lynx on the prowl, can Kell

and Bree keep the egg
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ooKs like blac
rench fries.
Very spicy.

-."

reserach scientist, special-
izing in botany, or the study

BREE: Bree Hendrix is
Kell's next door neighbor
and his best friend. She
helps Kell plan the birthday

Model how to determine
the meaning of words by

the use of context or other

strategies. (RL 3.4, RL4.4)

the study of the stars. parties.
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FRIENDS. : During the read-
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Look at Book 3, p. 110 for
pictures of Kell's friends.

Ask students to talk about
Kell's friends. What makes
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or Kell? They should sup-

the story

ing specific texts.

In a reading journal ask them
A

TEACHERS: Look at Book

4, p. 107. With the stu-

dents, create a chart that

Bree Hendricks

describes each teacher, his/B8Freddy Rubin
her feelings, and how s
he acts. Use evidence from Lee Glendale
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that response? (RL3.9, RL
.10, RL4.10, W2.1, @3.1,
W4.J, W4.9)
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Edgar van Dyke
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FOUND ART: BOOK 1

Kell, the Alien introduces the
idea of the Accidental Art
Bulltein Board."Found art" is
making art from something
that isn't normally considered
art.

ALEXANDER CALDER: BOOK

Artist and sculptor Alexan-
der Calder (1898-1976) is
known as the creator of the
mobile or art that is deli-
cately balanced and hung so
that it moves. Book 2 features
one of his bold pieces of art,
"The Red Nose." Do a shared
research project on this artist
and his work. W 2.7, 3.7.

MAP OF THE UNITED

STATES: BOOK 3

Maps, charts and diagrams
carry important information.
In Book 3, the students create
a lifesize map of the United

(o]

AVl - Sclence,

echnology,
ngineering, Art, and

€ art projects In e
Allens, INC. Series

DD AV
DIANS.
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DRAWINGS
TO STORIES

TO CLARIFY
IDEAS

Aliens were
he(€

DARCY PATTISON

States on the tennis court. The "For
Fun" feature has them hunting for

various states. Draw a map to illus-

trate a narrative; use captions, bold
print, etc. to enhance the map. RL

2.5,2.7,3.7; W2.3, 3.3, 3.10

GRAFFITI ART: BOOK 4

The "Kilroy Was Here" drawings
ecame popular during World War

[I. It shows a bald-headed man with

ig nose looking over a wall.

the United Kingdom, it was known

as "Mr. Chad." In Australia, it was

, "Foo was here." Kell and his
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riends create a wide variety of Kil-

|_h

roy-like characters and they are the
subject of the "For Fun" feature.
Research graffiti and write an infor-

mational piece about the types of
graffiti. W2.2, 3.2, 2.7, 3.7. Write
an opinion essay about graffiti in
schools W2.1, 3.1.
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SOCIETY
OF ALIEN
CHASERS

Ever since humans realized that there were
other planets in the universe, we have
asked this question: Are we alone? Dis-
cuss whether there are other creatures

in the universe. Where would they live?
How would they travel from one world to
another? SL2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 3.1, 3.2, 3.4
Write an opinion essay about whether or
not there are aliens in the universe. W2.1,
3.1 If your students are ready, discuss why
some people might be afraid of aliens, and
use it as a way to introduce the topic of
discrimination.

The Aliens, Inc. Series ia science fiction.
Review the different types of fiction genres
that students might read: historical novels,
mysteries, contemporary, science fiction,
fantasy, etc. Discuss the difference in fic-
tion and non-fiction. Make a class list of
favorite books in each genre.SL 2.1, 3.1
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ALIENS ARE HATCHED!

Aliens from Bix are
hatched, not born. That
means Kell and his family
won't eat anything cooked

with eggs. For eggless
cake recipes, https://www.
pinterest.com/darcypattison/
aliens-are-hatched-eggless-cake-recipes/
Talk about how you imagine aliens would
sound. Are their voices
different? In Book

1, Kell can't sing
quietly. Look for
recordings of alien

sounds. Ask students
to maka an audio recording by reading

part of the story in an alien voice.

SL 2.5, 3.5. Does the different voice
=42 L .~ e help you understand the story better?
- : : e Listen to the sample chapters of

The Aliens, Inc. Series at http://
mimshouse.com/aliens
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The Aliens, Inc. Series
offers many ways to incor-
porate science, technol-
ogy, engineering, art, and
math

\ U ON

Kell and the gang explore
foods from different cultures.
They discuss the different food
groups and express opionions on
their favorite foods. Ask students to
write an opinion essay about their
favorite foods. W2.1, 3.1. Do a
research project on typical
foods in another coun-
try. W2.7, 3.7 . d
Patriotic songs shine in the ™, -
Parent's Night Concert. l

Create audio recordings ' : ,

of partriotic songs and N
poems. SL2.5, 3.5. % . ,’;,-ﬁ‘



How are historians like
detectives? Read Book 3
to find out. Cite text to
explain your answer. RL
2.7, 3.4

Are there blank walls
at your school on which
students could create
a community art
project?

MIMSHOUSE.COM DARCY PATTISON
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RL 2.1, 3.1

ood writing starts with
prewriting. A good basic
exercise for prewriting
is to answer the 5-W

uestions. Who? What?
When? Where? Why?

Ask students to write an
invitation to an event.
se the 5W questions
as prewriting for the
invitation. Make sure
the students know how
to write dates and times correctly.

Ask students to write
questions about each

story in The Aliens, Inc.
eries. For example,
they might ask, "Who
caused the Smith fam-
ily's shipwreck?" Create a list of
questions and play a Jeopardy-like
game with the questions. RL 2.1,
3.1. W 2.2, 3.2, SL2.2,3.2,2.4, 3.4




PREWRITING:

§ Cﬂﬂw’i?a Wse FPhis
' JANED [Fingerprinl°
- @ PeeL off

ﬁ @) stick on Fingerkip Prewring is the
£ @ Have fun four:.h':ﬂa stuff

first step of the
writing process.
It includes any-
thing that you
do before you
actually start writing. Decide on
a how-to topic. Answer the 5W as
prewriting. Rl 2.1, 3.12.5, 3.5.
W1.7, 2.7, 3.7

Look at the

tions for each opening and

each ending. Explain how

the opening introduces the

cludes the action. RL 2.5

ho is the nar-
rator of The

Series? How

ould your poin

of view change
the story? RL 3.5. Write a
narrative about an alien

coming to your classroom.

DID YOU KNOW
THAT THERE ARE
MOE BUGS THAN
ANY OTHER KIND
OF CREATURE ON
EARTH?

IN BOOK 1, CAN YOU
FIND THE HIDDEN
BUGS?

EACH BOOK HAS
HIDDEN PICTURES:

BOOK 1: BUGS
BOOK 2:
HORSESHOES
BOOK 3: STATES
BOOK 4: KILROYS
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PATRIOTIC SONGS

Taylor
Tanggefy or

the music
teacher, list tradition folk

hoose one song and
research the composer. W.
as written because of a
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BOOK 3: Bree sings
"Twinkle, Twinkle, Little
Star." The words are

of text to a specific historical event.

Research the event and
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of music. Explain

the role of a conductor. rite an informative paper

from a poem written by about it. W2.7, 3.7, 2.2, 3.2
British poet Jane Taylor
(1783-1824) in 1806 in

Rhymes for the Nursery.

She wrote and published
several books of poetry

L
v g

L I T

with her sister, Ann
Taylor. The poem was
originally set to a French
melody.

Write narratives in
response to this poem:

https://learnzillion.com/
lessonsets/687-writing-
narratives-in-response-
to-the-poem-the-star




AND FOLK SONGS

Choose a favorite song and memorize it.

Create an audio recording by reciting the song you memo-

rized. SL 2.5.

PARODY:

A parody is a humorous
imitation of a serious piece
of writing. Lewis Carroll

in Alice's Adventures in
Wonderland wrote this
parody of Taylor's poem:

Twinkle, twinkle, little bat!
How | wonder what you're
at!

Up above the world you fly,
Like a tea tray in the sky.
Twinkle, twinkle, little bat!
How | wonder what you're
at!

Ask students to write their
own parodies of the poem.

(Parodies are studied in

sixth grade and up.)
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Kell’s Teachers

Mrs, Lynx

-------------------------------------

Book 1: Bugs
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Book 2: Book 3: States Book 4: Kilroys
Horseshoes

otates are tound @Kilroys are found
Horseshoes are_

on these pages: |on these pages.

pages: copyright,

copyrignt, /7, 12, @/, 6, 10U, 21, 25,

KELLS,

HC R}E APPLE LﬂRM-‘-h ’“ﬂ

Darr:y PEmﬁon'
{ i
A N R1ch Davis

]Datah Bildner
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Rich Davis, illustrator for e

the Aliens, Inc. Series has
wondered, "What could

ning reader series, Tiny the Big Dog

be better than getting to .
do black and white car-

toon work for a sci-fi easy EOWGBIlE
reader?"
'

art. | made myself do the draw-
ings in many places instead just




oard with copier paper and

warm days | drew on my
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the kitchen
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This kept me loose and
| felt

my creative flow

tion...no pressure.

unhindered. It was
. | produced

over 600 drawings so that
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Darcy could have choices

for the page layouts. The

some of the draw-
’ used was
... still enjoyed the

process immensely!
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the drawings were
. | made scans of all
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to erase lines that
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ready for Darcy
to use.

| passed the draw-
to her by using drop-
ox which allowed us a fast

orking relationship even

cleaned up everything so
that it was

though we live in different
parts of Arkansas.
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.What a fun project! | hope

Aliens, inc will do well so

the series!

ou can see development of
children’s book by
Rich Davis with color illus-

ou can also help your stu-
ents draw cartoon charac-
for creative story writ-

that we can make some
trations at http://creatingti-
nybook.blogspot.com.

ing by using a simple and

un drawing game Rich
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The True Story of '-urn Orpﬁdhe& Cub

BRAZILIAN CUB ORPHANED

2015 NATIONAL SCIENCE TEACH-
ER'S ASSOCIATION OUTSTAND-
ING SCIENCE TRADE BOOK.For
more, see Mimshouse.com/books/
Abayomi-the-Brazilian-Puma.

22
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Darcy ' Kitty
Pattison Harvill

Spdnese THEREIE
for ove gl vl I E

63+ YEARS OLD

Wisdom is still alive and still laying
eggs and hatching chicks. Visit her
Facebook Page, sponsored by the
National Game & Fish: https://www.
facebook.com/wisdomthealbatross



PRASSIN

/ -

Darcy Pattison
Peter Willis




