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FOR TEACHERS 
This unit of study on Veterans Day focuses on a picture book, 
11 Ways to Ruin a Photograph and extends the unit with a 
variety of reading, writing, speaking/listening and language 
activities aligned specifically to 30 Common Core standards for 
grades 2-3. (12 for 2nd; 18 for 3rd). It is organized around three 
main activities: reading and responding to a picture book 
about a military family, understanding the Pledge of Allegiance 
and doing a short research report on a Veteran’s Day topic. 
 

30 Common Core Standards in this Unit 
11 Ways to Ruin a Photograph – reading and responding to a 
picture book 

Speaking/Listening: Watch a book trailer 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.2.2, CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.3.2 

Reading literature – ask/answer questions to understand  
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.2.1, CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.2.2, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.1,  
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.2 

Reading literature: Characters 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.2.3, CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.3.3 

Writing opinion essay:  Book Report on 11 Ways to Ruin 
a Photograph   

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2.1, CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.3.1, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.1a, 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.1b, CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.3.1c,CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.1d. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.10 

Language – conventions/contractions   
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.2.2c 
Language – Conventions, capitalize holidays 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.2.2a 

 
Understanding the Pledge of Allegiance 

Reading Informational Text – define words   



	

	

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.2.4, CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.2.4e, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.3.1, 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.3.4, CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.3.4d  

Speaking/listening – audio recordings 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.2.5, CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.3.5 

 
Research Report on Veterans Day topics: 

Research – research a Veterans Day topic  
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2.7, CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.2.8, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.7, 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.8, CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.3.10 

Speaking/Listening – give report orally 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.3.4, CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.3.3b  

 
  



	

	

FOR THE TEACHER 
This unit is based on a picture book:  
11 Ways to Ruin a Photograph by Darcy Pattison 
 
Story synopsis: When a soldier must go overseas for a year, a 
girl decides that while her father is gone, it is NOT a family 
photo album. She refuses to let any pictures of her turn out 
right until Dad gets home. 
 
Characters: Daughter, Father, Mother, Nanny, Various family 
members 
 
ACTITITIES 
1. Book Trailer. Watch the book trailer for the book and 
respond to it. Predict what the book will be about.  
 
In general, though out the lesson, emphasize that Veterans 
Day is a holiday and should be capitalized. The official spelling 
does not use an apostrophe. 
 
Language – Conventions, capitalize holidays 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.2.2a Capitalize holidays, product names, 
and geographic names. 
 
Speaking/Listening to a Book Trailer 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.2.2 Recount or describe key ideas or 
details from a text read aloud or information presented orally 
or through other media. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.3.2 Determine the main ideas and 
supporting details of a text read aloud or information 
presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, 
quantitatively, and orally. 
 
Directions: Watch a 36-second book trailer and discuss what 
the trailer tells about the story. Predict what the story will be 
about. Watch the book trailer on YouTube at: 
http://youtu.be/2r7Zy6hQ3EM 
 



	

	

Oral Questions: 
Is the girl in the video playing peek-a-boo? 
Where is her father? 
What is the title of this book? 
The girl says that with her father gone, it’s not a family photo 
album and she doesn’t want any pictures to turn out right. 
Predict what the story will be about. 
 
2. Read the picture book with the class and discuss the story. 
Reading literature – ask/answer questions to understand 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.2.1 Ask and answer such questions as 
who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate 
understanding of key details in a text. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.2.2 Recount stories, including fables 
and folktales from diverse cultures, and determine their 
central message, lesson, or moral. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.1 Ask and answer questions to 
demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the 
text as the basis for the answers. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.2 Recount stories, including fables, 
folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the 
central message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is 
conveyed through key details in the text. 
 
Directions: Read the story, 11 Ways to Ruin a Photograph, 
with the class. Discuss the answers to the W-questions.  
 
WHO? 
WHAT? 
WHEN? 
WHERE? 
WHY? 
HOW? 
 
What is the main message of this story? 
Point to the places in the text where you understand that 
message. 
 
 



	

	

3. The students will describe each character in the story. 
The description varies slightly from 2nd to 3rd grade, see the 
standard below. 
 
Reading literature: Characters 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.2.3 Describe how characters in a story 
respond to major events and challenges. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., 
their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their 
actions contribute to the sequence of events 
 
Directions: Describe how each character in the story responds 
to the major events and challenges (2nd)/ Describe characters 
in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and 
explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events 
(3rd) 
 
DAUGHTER 
FATHER 
MOTHER 
NANNY 
 
 
4. Write a book review about the story. 
Writing opinion essay 
 
Book Report on 11 Ways to Ruin a Photograph 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2.1 Write opinion pieces in which they 
introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state an 
opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use linking 
words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect opinion and 
reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or 
texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.  
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.1a Introduce the topic or text they are 
writing about, state an opinion, and create an organizational 
structure that lists reasons. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.1b Provide reasons that support the 
opinion. 



	

	

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.1c Use linking words and phrases 
(e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) to connect opinion 
and reasons. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.1d Provide a concluding statement or 
section. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.10 Write routinely over extended time 
frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 
Language optional – contractions. Require the use of at least 
one contraction in the writing. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.2.2c Use an apostrophe to form 
contractions and frequently occurring possessives. 
 
Using this model, students will write a book report about 11 
Ways to Ruin a Photograph or another book about Veterans 
Day. 
 
Introduction: 
 
Today in class, we read _________________________ 
This is a story about 
 
 
Body: 
I (Circle one: liked  did not like) this story 
because___________________________________ 
 
and_________________________________________________________
______________________________. 
 
 
 
Also, my (Circle one: favorite part/least favorite) part was  
 
 
Conclusion: 



	

	

5. Read the Pledge of Allegiance and look up definitions of the 
words.  
Reading Informational Text – define words  / Language - 
conventions 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.2.4 Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject 
area. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.2.4e Use glossaries and beginning 
dictionaries, both print and digital, to determine or clarify the 
meaning of words and phrases. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.3.1 Ask and answer questions to 
demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the 
text as the basis for the answers.  
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.3.4 Determine the meaning of general 
academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text 
relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.3.4d Use glossaries or beginning 
dictionaries, both print and digital, to determine or clarify the 
precise meaning of key words and phrases. 
 
Pledge of allegiance: What does the pledge of allegiance mean? 
 
Look up the meaning of each word in a dictionary. 
Tier Two and Three Vocabulary: allegiance, pledge, republic, 
indivisible, liberty, justice 
 
6. Record paraphrases of the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Speaking/listening – audio recordings 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.2.5 Create audio recordings of stories 
or poems; add drawings or other visual displays to stories or 
recounts of experiences when appropriate to clarify ideas, 
thoughts, and feelings. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.3.5 Create engaging audio recordings of 
stories or poems that demonstrate fluid reading at an 
understandable pace; add visual displays when appropriate to 
emphasize or enhance certain facts or details. 
 



	

	

After studying the definitions of the words in the Pledge of 
Allegiance, write a paraphrase, poem or rap. Make an audio or 
video recording of the paraphrased pledges.  
 
7. Research a topic related to Veterans Day. 
Writing - Research 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2.7 Participate in shared research and 
writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single topic 
to produce a report; record science observations).  
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2.8 Recall information from experiences 
or gather information from provided sources to answer a 
question. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.7 Conduct short research projects 
that build knowledge about a topic.  
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.8 Recall information from experiences 
or gather information from print and digital sources; take brief 
notes on sources and sort evidence into provided categories. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.10 Write routinely over extended time 
frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 
Possible Research Topics:  
A.  Veterans Day: When did the US create Veterans Day? 
Why? How is it different from Memorial Day? 
 
B.  The American flag: How should you treat the American 
flag? 
 Tier Two Vocabulary: etiquette 
 
C. Armed forces – Tell the purpose of each branch of the 
armed forces. What makes it different from the other 
branches? 
 Marines, Army, Marines, Coast Guard, Air Force, Navy 
 
 
 
 
 



	

	

8. Give Oral Reports on a Veterans Day topic. 
Optional Speaking/Listening and Language Conventions 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.3.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a 
story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and 
relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at an 
understandable pace. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.3.3b Recognize and observe differences 
between the conventions of spoken and written standard 
English. 
 
After researching a topic, ask students to do an oral report. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	

	

VETERANS DAY 
 

NOVEMBER 11 
 
 
 

VETERAN: a person who has 
served in the military 

 
VETERANS DAY is intended to 
thank and honor all those who 

served honorably in the 
military—in wartime or 

peacetime. 
  



	

	

11 Ways to Ruin a Photograph 
 

Who? 
 
 
 
 

_______        _______   
 
 
 
 

_______        ______ 
 
What? 
 
 
 
 



	

	

When? 
 
 
 
Where? 
 
 
 
Why? 
 
 
 
 
How? 
 
  



	

	

11 Ways to Ruin a Photograph 
DESCRIBE the Daughter 

 
  



	

	

11 Ways to Ruin a Photograph 
DESCRIBE the Father 

 
  



	

	

11 Ways to Ruin a Photograph 
DESCRIBE the Mother 

 
  



	

	

11 Ways to Ruin a Photograph 
DESCRIBE the Nanny 

 
 

  



	

	

Book Review – Opinion Essay 
 
Name:_________________________________________ 
 
Book:__________________________________________ 
 
 
Introduction: 
Today in class we read, 
_____________________________________.  
This is a story about 
 
 
 
Body: 
I (Circle one: liked/did not like) this story  
 
because_________________________________ 
 
and___________________________________.   
 
 
 
Also, my (Circle one: favorite/least favorite) 
part was 
 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion: 
  



	

	

The Pledge of Allegiance 
 
I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, 
and to the republic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 
 
What does it mean? 
Look up these words in a dictionary and write the definitions. 
 

1. Allegiance 
 
 

2. republic 
 
 
 

3. indivisible 
 
 
 

4. liberty 
 
 
 

5. justice 
 
 

MY PLEDGE 
Now that you understand what each word means, write the 
Pledge of Allegiance in your own words. Record the words and 
listen to the pledges of your classmates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	

	

 

Research a Topic 
about 

Veterans Day 
 
Choose a topic to research. Look for books and internet 
articles on this topic. Find and print photographs to put on 
your report. Write a short paragraph or give an oral report on 
your topic. 
 
 
  



	

	

Research Veterans Day 
Questions to answer as you research: 
When did the United States create Veterans Day? 
 
 
 
 
How is Veterans Day different from Memorial Day? 
 
 
 
 
 
Has Veterans Day always been on November 11? 
 
 
 
 
 
Write a paragraph explaining Veteran’s Day. 
  



	

	

Research the American flag 
Questions to answer as you research: 
What are three rules about displaying the American flag? 
 
1.  
 
 
2.  
 
 
3.  
 
 
 
 
What does it mean when you fly the flag at “half mast”? 
 
 
 
Write a paragraph about the American flag.  



	

	

Research the Armed Forces 
Questions to answer as you research: 
What is the purpose of each branch of the armed forces?  
 
Air Force 
 
 
Army 
 
 
Coast Guard 
 
 
Marines 
 
 
Navy 
 
 
 
Write a paragraph about the armed forces. 


