
The Switch Aware is an illuminated switch that 
glows red to alert you when an outdoor or compart-
ment light, water heater, or other electrical device is 
on. The switch is designed to replace the standard 
toggle switches in contemporary Airstream® trailers.
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As shown in Fig. 2, your Switch Aware kit includes 
the following parts: 
 A: 5’ ground wire
 B: 1 illuminated red switch
 C: 1 push on connector
 D: 1 ring connector
 E: 1 oval-head stainless steel screw
 F: 1 lock washer, stainless steel
 G: Instructions 

Instructions

Fig.2

CAUTION: It is recommended that you switch off 
the battery power at your master switch, and un-
plug your trailer from any shore power. Use a por-
table light to illuminate your work area. Employ the 
services of an electrician if you are unsure how to 
proceed with these instructions.

The Switch Aware illuminated switch has three 
terminals (Fig. 3): an outer gold terminal (ground); 
a center silver terminal (load - light or appliance be-
ing turned on); and an outer silver terminal (power 
IN). The switch is in the OFF position when the red 
switch is in the position shown in Fig. 3. When the 
top of the switch is toward the gold terminal, the 
switch is in the ON position. This will be an impor-
tant consideration when you are installing the switch 
so that it turns on and off in the same direction as 
other switches in the panel. Typically, switches 
in the upright position (Fig. 1, left) are turned ON 

when the upper portion of the switch is pushed in. 
However, switches in the horizontal position (Fig. 1, 
right) vary their ON position depending on how they 
were initially installed.
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Installation:
Use a thin spatula or sharp knife to gently pry off 
the switch cover (Fig. 4). Loosen a little bit of each 
edge until the cover comes off easily. 

Remove the mounting screws (Fig. 5) and set them 
aside. 

Fig.5

Gently pull the switch panel forward being careful 
that the wires do not get caught in the opening. You 
should be able to pull out 6˝ to 8˝ of wire as shown 
in Fig. 6.

The next step is to remove the switch you are re-
placing. Use long-nose pliers to grasp the connec-
tor (not the wire) and gently work each connector 
from the back of the switch you are replacing. If you 
are concerned about the wires falling back into the 
wall, tape them to the other wires in the bundle.

Switch Aware
 lets you know when things are on



Fig.6

Hold the switch frame securely, and push the old 
switch out from the back using a small screwdriver 
as shown in Fig. 7. The switches are securely 
snapped into the frame and it may take a bit of ef-
fort at the top and bottom of the switch before it 
comes free. (For clarity, the hand securing the unit 
was not shown in this photo.)

Fig.7

(the aluminum is a ground). Switch your battery 
back on and test the switch to see that the indicator 
light and the outside light or appliance works prop-
erly. If they do not, or if the light stays on in both po-
sitions, switch the last two wires that you attached 
to the silver terminals on the switch. 

Fig.8

With the old switch removed, insert the new switch 
into its receptacle in the frame and snap it in place. 
It is okay to push on the switch’s red coverplate to 
push it in place. Push in the center of the switch 
and hold the switch’s frame securely. Pay atten-
tion to the orientation of the switch as described on 
page 1, Fig. 3 so that you know which direction the 
switch will go to be turned to the ON position. 
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Down the road...
Fig.10
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Fish the other end of the green wire to a location 
under your cabinets that is near the inside alumi-
num skin of your Airstream. Drill a 1/8˝ hole in a 
convenient location where you plan to attach the 
ground wire. NOTE: Your trailer has a double 
aluminum skin - drilling a hole through the in-
side aluminum wall will not affect the outside 
of your trailer. Be careful to drill only as deep as 
you need to in order to go through the inner alumi-
num. Strip the green wire and attach the ring con-
nector (‘D’ in Fig. 2). Use the provided sheet metal 
screw and lock washer to secure the ring terminal 
to the aluminum. Do not over-tighten.

Re-install the switch frame with its screws, and 
snap on the coverplate.

Switch Aware is ideal to use for your propane hot 
water switch so that you don’t accidentally leave it 
on. Switch Aware can also be used if your trailer is 
equipped with electric hot water; however, it might 
provide false information if you are not plugged into 
shore power (the switch will illuminate, but you will 
not be heating the tank). The ideal solution is to 
install an in-line relay (switch) whose circuit clos-
es when there is shore power, causing the closed 
circuit to complete Switch Aware’s connection 
to ground. Follow the wiring diagram in Fig. 10. 
(Please contact us for more information on avail-
able Switch Aware relays.)

Strip one end of the 
green wire and attach 
the push-on connector 
(‘C’ in Fig. 2) by using a 
crimping tool as shown 
in Fig. 8. In the absence 
of a crimping tool, nee-
dle nose pliers can be 
used to crimp the wire 
to the connector. Ensure that the connection is se-
cure and the wire cannot be pulled free from the 
connector. 

Connect the green wire to the gold (ground) termi-
nal. Connect the two wires you removed from the 
original switch to the two remaining terminals on 
the Switch Aware switch. 

Test the circuit by holding the other end of the green 
wire against an aluminum wall inside your trailer 

Fig.9

For installations of two 
or more Switch Aware 
indicators in the same 
switch frame, you can 
link your ground wires 
together so that you 
provide one common 
ground to each switch 
as in Fig. 9.


