
Your students work together on a different, 
audio-supported text to practise the reading 
strategy they learned in the group lesson.

CSI Literacy in                easy steps

SHARED
READING

STEP

1

3

You model to all students how to use a specific 
reading strategy on a short digital text.

COOPERATIVE 
LEARNING

STEP

2

NON-FICTION
Visualising Lesson focus

In this lesson, you will learn to use all your senses and 

knowledge to create mental pictures from the text.

Writing activity

If you could be a dinosaur, what kind would you be? Say why, and write about your adventures.

Note: Before you begin the 

lesson, mask the text so only 

the title shows.

Dino Dash!

Lesson focus
Pupils will learn to use all their senses and knowledge 

to create mental pictures from the text.

Text type 
Article

An article is a descriptive account of how something 

works or why something happens. It gives information 

and opinions about events, places or living things. 

This text piece contains descriptive, cause/effect, 

sequential and problem/solution text structure 

features.

Pages 141–145 of this 

book include the following 

vocabulary support for EAL 

pupils and struggling readers:

Cretaceous period, herbivores, 

Jurassic period, palaeontologists, 

placid, Triassic period

Page 

17 Co-operative Activities Book

These two 
sentences develop 

the idea of “two 

main groups” that 

was introduced 

in the previous 

sentence. 

This sentence 

creates humour 

by manipulating 

readers’ 
expectations. Legs 

are expected to go 

under the body, but 

this text implies that 

that is surprising 

and novel.

A semi-colon is often placed between two complete clauses 

or sentences that have an equal relationship. In this case, the 

two sentences describe parallel ideas about the seasons.

Although the text defines each of these periods by 

its name and how long ago it was, the author varies 

the sentence structure slightly in each case to create 

variety and interest for the reader.

The similarities 

and differences 

in these dinosaur 

names can be used 

to deepen pupils’ 

understanding of 

etymology. For 

example, compare 

“saurischians” and 

“sauropods”.

Follow-up activity

Interacting with the text

Read the first paragraph aloud. Model how to use your senses to create a mental picture from the 

text. For example, “I can imagine myself in the world as it was 250 million years ago. I can feel the sun 

and dry wind on my face. I can see and hear small dinosaurs running and catching crawling reptiles 

that slithered on the ground. The air smells like grass.” 

Read the remaining text aloud.

Discuss with your partner(s) your visualisations from the second paragraph of the text. Remember to 

include what you see, hear, smell, feel and even taste. Point out the parts of the text that helped you 

to visualise. Are they the same as your partner’s?

Ask the pupils to read the third paragraph, then facilitate a group discussion about the related 

illustration. Ask them to discuss the illustrator’s visualisation, and how the pupils might have drawn a 

“placid herbivore” differently. (Click the bold terms for a definition.) 

If you are using the interactive digital texts, click on each dinosaur and read aloud the extra 

information. Model your visualisation of how the theropod walked, ate and acted each day. 

Gradually click through each of the remaining dinosaurs, encouraging the pupils to share their 

own visualisations. If you are using the text under a document camera, simply discuss the different 

dinosaurs and the meanings of their names, then encourage the same visualisations as above.

Think, pair, share about the visualisations you created about each dinosaur on the right-hand side of 

the page. Include details about what the dinosaurs sounded, smelt and felt like!

Prior to reading

State the lesson focus. Display the title and illustration and read it aloud. Invite the pupils to make 

predictions about the text by creating visualisations from the words “Dino” and “Dash”. This serves to 

activate their prior (world) knowledge. Discuss their predictions and model your own.

Display the entire text.

Skim and scan the text and illustrations.

Describe to your learning partner(s) one mental picture you formed during your skim and scan.  

Think, pair, share about your response to this non-fiction text. Discuss any text features that make you 

want to read the text closely.

This non-fiction 

text uses short 

headings to divide 

up its topics. This is 

particularly useful 

to a reader who 

is scanning for a 

particular idea.
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Quotation marks are often used to suggest an approximate, unusual or unofficial meaning. 

Here, they show that the words are a rough translation of the Latin and Greek roots.

Reflecting on the text

Facilitate a whole-group discussion about how using all of the senses to visualise helped you and the 

pupils come to a deeper understanding of the text. How did using all of their senses help them to 

create a kind of movie in their minds of each dinosaur and how they moved, ate and acted?

Think, pair, share about a specific part of the text that helped you to visualise and understand the text 

better. How did you use all your senses when visualising?

Step-by-step 
support so you can 
guide students 
through the text.

A writing activity 
to help students 
connect to what 
they’ve just read.

A clearly outlined lesson focus.

Videos, pop-up glossaries, and a digital tool bar to 
help you model strategy use.
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ENDANGERED SPECIES

Choose an animal or plant that you know well. Write its name below: 

It is the year 3000... Your chosen animal or plant has been extinct for 500 

years! In the box below, write about the effects the extinction has had  

on the world.

Name(s):

Name(s):

Copyright © South Pacific Press and Pacific Learning 2013. All rights reserved.

Copyright © South Pacific Press and Pacific Learning 2013. All rights reserved.

Students work together to 
read a text. Alternatively, 
they can listen to an  
audio version of it.

Explicit directions  
outline what 
students should do 
before, during, and 
after reading. They 
use a transparency 
and marker placed 
over the page to 
mark up the text.
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ENDANGERED SPECIESChoose an animal or plant that you know well. Write its name below: 
It is the year 3000... Your chosen animal or plant has been extinct for 500 

years! In the box below, write about the effects the extinction has had  

on the world.

Name(s):

Name(s):
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Cooperative writing 
graphic organiser.

Each student independently completes a writing 
activity in their reflection journal.

INDEPENDENT 
REFLECTION

STEP

3

11

Visualising

Date:   3/11/12   Title:   The BFG    

What I visualised from the text:   I visualised what a dream would

look like if you caught it and put it in a glass jar. 

I imagine it would be very colourful and it would be

rattling around, trying to get out! 

I used the following senses in my visualisation: (circle one or more)

 SIGHT HEARING TASTE SMELL TOUCH 

I can use my mind like a 

movie screen to see the 

text in new ways.

I can see, hear, feel, 

smell and even taste 

things I read about by 

visualising the text!

Students write a reflection about their use of the reading 
strategy from the group and cooperative lessons.


