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Custom Wine Packaging’s innovative wine 
packaging program enables our wine 

industry customers to source all of their 
packaging needs with one established 
vendor. Whether it is for tasting rooms, 

logistic companies, or wine clubs, Custom 
Wine Packaging is your only source for 

quality and affordable packaging products 
customized with your logo and more.

(817) 965-5697

Packaging Solutions

www.customwinepackaging.com

Custom Wine Totes

CUSTOM WINE PACKAGING
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 Welcome Texas Wine Travelers
 
The Cross Timbers Wine Trail is made up of grape growers and wine crafters within the Cross Timbers eco-region of 
Texas. This area spans from the Red River, south to Waco, and from I-35 west to Abilene. This publication is designed 
to give our Texas wine travelers a guide to all wineries within a short distance from the DFW metroplex. This guide will 
help you find that perfect getaway weekend with interesting stories on historic towns, culinary crafters, local craftsman, 
accommodations and other notable attractions throughout the wine trail region, including all wine festivals.
 
The Cross Timbers Wine Trail consists of three separate trails within our eco-region: The Northern Trail, from the Red 
River to just north of Springtown, includes eight wineries; the Central Trail, from Springtown to south Fort Worth, and 
west to Abilene, includes seven wineries; and the Southern Trail from Granbury south to Hico, and west to Brownwood, 
includes twelve wineries.
 
Our wineries make wine entirely from Texas grapes, and most from their own vineyards. They each typically offer 
entertainment and special events throughout the week, serve wine tastings and sell craft wine by the bottle. This guide 
will help to enlighten you on some of the interesting history of each winery, information about their wines, and the 
locations of each.  We encourage you to FRIEND us all  on Facebook, and check us out online for events and special 
offerings.
 
Texas wine has come a long way, and I’m sure you will not have a problem finding your favorite fine wines on the trail. 
There is nothing better than a Texas tempranillo, malbec, sangiovese and even a cabernet sauvignon. Our wineries have 
won awards from California to New York, and continue to convince our visitors that they rank among the in the world.   
 
The North, Central and Southern Trails travel through some of the most beautiful country in Texas. This country was 
once home to the Comanche Indians, and is now home to many cattle ranches and historic towns. The countryside has 
different timber throughout the region with live oaks, post oaks, and pecan trees, and is now home to more than 50 
vineyards.
 
Come spend a weekend on one of our trails, stay in one of our historic towns, eat some unbelievably delicious Texas 
cuisine, and relax at one of our wineries with some fine Texas wine.

On behalf of the grape farmers and wine crafters on the Cross Timbers Wine Trail, we thank you for your support of 
Texas agriculture.

Salute,

A.C. “Chuck” Tordiglione                                                                                                                                      
Bull Lion Ranch & Vineyards
President, Cross Timbers Wine & Vineyard Association
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Cross Timbers
 Winery Directory

Northern Trail Wineries
Blue Ostrich Winery (Page 14)

4R Ranch, Vineyards & Winery (Page 15)
Firelight Winery (Page 17)

OG Cellars Winery & Vineyard (Page 10)
Arché Winery & Vineyard (Page 18)

Marker Cellars Winery (Page 19)
TF Vineyards & Winery (Page 19)
Brushy Creek Vineyards (Page 17)

Central Trail Wineries
Dove Ridge Winery (Page 22) 

Casual Friday Winery (Page 26)
Lost Oak Winery (Page 26)
Sunset Winery (Page 27)
Umbra Winery (Page 28) 

Blue Duck Winery (Page 27)
Thistleridge Ranch, Vineyard & Winery (Page 28)

Southern Trail Wineries
Lucky Vines Vineyard & Winery (Page 51) 

Greens Creek Cellars (Page 52)
Spirit of Texas Winery (Page 53)

Bull Lion Ranch, Vineyard & Winery (Page 64) 
Silver Spur Winery (Page 59)
Pemberton Cellars (Page 49)
Brennan Vineyards (Page 33)
Cockrell Vineyards (Page 33)

Barking Rocks Winery (Page 49)
Bluff Dale Vineyards (Page 58)

Big Rock Winery (Page 52)
Red Caboose Winery (Page 53)
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Cross Timbers
 —Wine Trail —

Support Texas agriculture. 
Drink Texas wine.

www.cross-timber-wine-trail.myshopify.com
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Formerly The Mask House Restaurant, Gather is 
located at the old Mack Mask house in downtown 

Bridgeport. Chef Workman opened the restaurant in 
2016 with the goal of bringing familiar 

comfort food with her own unique twist.

www.gatherwithchefdebra.com

 Wine Notes:
   Keep track of your favorite Texas wines here.



Cross Timbers 
Northern Trail

Wineries:
1. Arché Winery & Vineyard
2. Blue Ostrich Winery
3. 4R Vineyards & Winery
4. Firelight Winery & Vineyards
5. Marker Cellars Winery
6. Brushy Creek Vineyards
7. OG Cellars
8. TF Vineyards
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Valley View

Saint Jo

Sunset
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The picturesque hills of the 
4R Vineyards & Winery in 
Muenster make for one of 
the most scenic spots on the 
Northern Wine Trail to 
enjoy a glass of Texas wine. 

Photo: 4R Vineyards & Winery



On the Cross Timbers Northern Trail
Surrounded by open pastures, rolling hills, mature oaks and a 2.5 
acre vineyard, OG Cellars Winery & Vineyard sits in the midst 
of a 320-acre working ranch positioned at the third highest 
elevation in Wise County.

Its 2,000 square foot cedar framed wine deck, and more than 
1,500 square feet of covered patio space provide guests with 
perfect spots for enjoying panoramic landscapes and some of the 
most incredible sunsets Texas has to offer.

Rustic beams, barrel stave chandeliers and barrel-lined walls 
reflective of boutique wineries throughout Napa and the Texas 
Hill Country help imbue the wine country ambience of this 
exceptional destination venue. 

OG Cellars’ Tasting Room offers a variety of wines crafted in the 
old-world style by award-winning winemaker, James Hanger, 
and its special events Barrel Room provides seating for up to 100 
guests. An adjacent bar, caterer’s kitchen, and a state-of-the-art 
electronics system highlight its many amenities.

OG Cellars:
An exceptional wine
destination venue
Enjoy the panoramic views and fantastic sunsets at this 
boutique winery nestled in the hills of north Texas.

Enjoy the view at OG Cellars

FEATURED WINERY
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Venue Uses:
- Wedding receptions
- Rehearsal dinners   
- Private parties
- Birthdays and anniversaries
- Reunions
- Engagement parties
- Holiday parties
- Business functions and meetings

OG Cellars Winery & Vineyard
is available for rentals seven 
days per week. 

The winery and vineyard produce 
award-winning tempranillo, syrah
and cabernet sauvignon as well as 
award-winning dry whites and sweet 
wines.

Location:
Only a 50-minute drive from Wichita 
Falls and just under an hour’s drive from 
downtown Fort Worth in northwest Wise 
County.

Tasting Room Hours  
•  Thursday: 3 to 8 p.m.
•  Friday: 3 to 8 p.m.
•  Saturday: 12 to 8 p.m.
•  Sunday: 12 to 8 p.m.

Contact Information:
•  Website: www.ogcellars.com
•  Phone: (940) 867-7669
•  Address: 704 CR 1895  
  Sunset, Texas 76308
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Bridgeport:
A refreshing transformation 
brings new energy to this 
Northern Trail town

By Richard Jacques

With a fresh look to go with its rich history, Bridgeport is on the 
rise as a destination stop for tourists, new businesses and people 
looking to relocate.

It’s hard to imagine that the downtown area of Bridgeport was 
about 60 percent vacant just two years ago — but that’s hardly 

the case today.

By the end of 2018, Halsell Street, which runs through the center 
of downtown, began to come back to life after effective city plan-
ning and upgrades gave way to an influx of new business which 
brought a new excitement to Bridgeport that continues to build.

“We have a really thriving downtown area,” said Leah Clark, 
Executive Director of the Bridgeport Economic Development 
Corporation. “In the past year, almost every property on our 
main street sold and has been purchased by new ownership. So, 
that means new restaurants and shops.”

A complete overhaul of sidewalks, light posts, handrails, facades, 
and road surfaces downtown has resulted in a transformation of 
the once quiet location into a trendy destination for tourists, and 
the nearly 7,000 people who reside there.  

Sales tax revenue has increased by 10 percent in the past year 
according to Clark, who attributes some of Bridgeport’s growth 
to its many attractions — some old, some new.

FEATURED CITY

Photo: City of Bridgeport



Hundreds attend the annual Taste Bridgeport event. The Texas 
wine and food celebration showcases crafted beer, whiskey, 
food and music each September for the past four years. 

Another local draw is reality TV regulars, the Hayhurst Broth-
ers, who are featured on “Texas Filp N Move” on the DIY Net-
work. In 2018, the brothers opened a storefront, design center 
and workshop downtown that attracts frequent visitors.

Bridgeport is known as the “Christmas Capital” of Wise County.  
The annual Lights on Halsell Street Christmas parade features 
more than 70 floats and brings in big crowds each December.

The town once served as a key stop on the Butterfield Overland 
Mail Trail, which provided service from Missouri to the West 
Coast. Each May, the Butterfield Stage Days and PRCA Rodeo 
honors the town’s legacy as the “Stagecoach Capital of Texas.” 

Other attractions include a micro-brewery, gift shops, quaint 
eateries, boutiques, and several art galleries. 

All Cross Timbers Northern Trail wineries are located about an 
hour or less from Bridgeport, with OG Cellars being the closest 
at 20 miles away.

Nearby to town, the Northwest OHV Park features 300 acres 
with trails for off-road vehicles and nature trails for outdoor     
enthusiasts, and Lake Bridgeport offers 170 miles of shoreline. 

With its close proximity and easy commute to the Fort Worth 
area, Wise County is looking to almost double by 2040, accord-
ing to Clark.. 

“We have pretty consistent growth headed this way,” said Clark, 
who encourages travelers to give Bridgeport a try. 
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Blue Ostrich Winery & Vineyard is located 
in northwest Cooke County, near the town 
of Saint Jo. Every weekend, folks from 
around north Texas and all points beyond 
travel to the former ostrich ranch located 
beneath the sweeping bluffs of the Red 

River Valley. There, on the Frederick family cattle ranch, they’ll 
enjoy award-winning wine, live music and scenic views from the 
covered pavilion.

The Whitehead and Frederick families have been growing  
grapes and making internationally award-winning wine for near-
ly nine years. The knowledgeable tasting room staff also special-
izes in down home hospitality, greeting each guest as they walk 
through the door. Check them out on Facebook, Instagram or on 
their website. By the way, they really do have ostriches!

Blue Ostrich Winery
Saint Jo

5611 FM  2382
Saint Jo, Texas 76265

(940) 995-3100

www.blueostrich.net
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4R Ranch’s  tas t ing  room  —  with  i ts 
breathtaking 270-degree views and 
cantilevered deck – is the perfect place to 
relax and enjoy a glass of wine.  4R’s 
Nectar Nero was judged best dessert/spe-

cialty wine in the nation at the 2019 San Francisco Chronicle 
Wine Competition – the first and only Texas wine to receive 
this premier designation. 4R’s 2017 Viognier was judged Best 
Dry White at Grapefest. “The best views, setting and selection 
are now found just outside of Muenster at 4R Ranch Vineyards 
& Winery,”  according to Dallas Morning News reporter June 
Naylor.

4R Ranch, Vineyards & Winery: World Class wine. Elegant 
architecture. Unique topography.  Spectacular views. 

4R Vineyards & Winery
Muenster

1473 County Road 477
 Muenster, Texas 76265

(940) 736-3370

www.4rwines.com
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Owners of Firelight Winery & Vineyards, 
George and Meredith Eaton, have blended 
their passions into a successful business on 
the historic square in Valley View, creating 
an unforgettable experience. 

Their journey began with a dream in their hearts and a relentless 
drive to make it a reality. Their high-quality grapes and superior 
wine-making ability has grown from a hobby, into a thriving wine 
operation  — and now a legacy that encompasses their family, 
extended family, friends, neighbors, and community.

The downtown location is fully equipped to accomodate private 
parties, corporate events or weddings. Check their website for 
the entertainment schedule and a list of upcoming events.

Firelight Winery & Vineyards
Valley View

103 N. Lee Street
Valley View, Texas 76272 

(940) 726-1024

www.firelightvineyards.com

Brushy Creek Vineyards
Alvord

Located in Alvord, Brushy Creek Vineyards 
was the first Texas winery since the time of 
prohibition to be located in this area, ac-
cording to its owners.  

They sell nearly all of their wine from their tasting room on the 
scenic winery property, which offers about a number of varieties, 
all made from 100 percent Texas grapes.

The winery offers tastings which include samplings of five or six 
glasses of wine, and a free glass with the admission price. Buy 
three or more bottles of wine and admission to the tasting room 
is free.

The location offers a gift shop, wine club and, on occasion, live 
music. Be sure to check out the website for more details. 

572 County Road 2798, 
Alvord, Texas 76225 

(940) 427-4747

www.brushycreekvineyards.com
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On a cold January day in 1999, the Davies 
family began a quest to reclaim a forgotten 
vineyard in the Red River Valley. The next 
three months were spent sawing, chopping, 
pulling and digging out the old vines.

The family’s desire to grow the best possible grapes blossomed 
into a commitment to produce extraordinary wines. In September 
of 2007, the winery was born. Its name, Arché [ar-khay], is 
derived from ancient Greek biblical text and is defined as 
“beginning or origin, the leader, that by which anything begins 
to be.” Arché, the first commercial vineyard and winery in 
Montague County, is the beginning of not only a family business 
but also a family tradition to be followed by generations to come.  

Experience Arché and experience the dream.

Arché Winery & Vineyard
Saint Jo

228 Wagner Road 
Saint Jo, Texas 76265

(214) 536-6330

www.archewines.com

18  Texas Cross Timbers Grape & Wine Trail Magazine



We like to provide a personal touch and let 
you experience our wines in a relaxed, fun 
manner. With our broad selection of  sweet 
and dry wines in reds and whites, we try to  
find the perfect wine for everyone. 

We carry snack trays and crackers to enjoy during your tasting.
TF’s gift shop carries shirts, flags, bags and assorted wine items 
as well as a unique “Taylor Farm” section of one-of-a-kind wood 
items. These items are crafted by Mr. Taylor, a 91-year-old veter-
an.

We want you to come out to Boyd, Texas,, and taste for yourself.  
Stop by the winery for a tasting and we hope you will leave 
satisfied and return as a friend!

TF Vineyard & Winery
Boyd

Marker Cellars Winery
Alvord

Marker Cellars Winery is a short nine 
miles north of Decatur and 3.5 miles from 
downtown Alvord on CR 2585. Our family 
has been making Texas wine since 2000 
and opened the tasting room in November 
of 2012. Our wine styles have been heavily 

influenced by those of the West Coast's wine country, where we 
spent much time exploring. 

We take pride in producing Texas wines from Texas grapes.  
Our fruit comes from a combination of the Texas high plains 
and our estate vineyard.  Wine tastings, cigars, space for 
catered events, outdoor games, and patio seating with beautiful 
country views are all available for your enjoyment. We are 
both family and pet friendly. You're always welcome to bring a 
picnic basket or purchase a tray of our selections of specialty 
meat and cheeses from around the world. 

1484 County Road 2585
 Alvord, Texas 76226

(214) 632-0383

www.winery.markercellars.com

162 Private Road 4689 
Boyd, Texas 76023 

(940) 535-5622

www.tfvineyard.com
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Cross Timbers 
Central Trail

1
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32
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Wineries:
1.  Blue Duck Winery
2. Thistleridge Ranch, Vineyard & Winery
3. Umbra Winery
4. Dove Ridge
5. Casual Friday Winery
6. Lost Oak Winery
7.  Sunset Winery

Weatherford
Albany

Burleson

Springtown

Photo: Lost Oak Winery



The colorful setting at Lost 
Oak Winery, located on the 
Central Trail in Burleson, is 
a great place for Texas wine 
enthusiasts to get away from 
it all and  relax.

Photo: Lost Oak Winery



On the Cross Timbers Central Trail
A passion for wine and a love for family is the 
basis for Dove Ridge Winery.  Nestled on the edge 
of the thriving DFW metroplex in Weatherford, 
Texas, this new winery is a mix of rural charm and 
modern urban chic. You can stroll through the 
vineyard and draw in the zen-like serenity of the 
rolling hills, relax on the patio with a glass of your 
favorite wine, or gaze at the vineyards through the 

floor-to-ceiling windows of the tasting room.   

Named for the beautiful white wing doves that inhabit the land, 
the owners Joey and Janan Benefiel and their sister Patti Bush, 
wanted to create a place where guests could discover just how 
amazing Texas wines can be! Their backgrounds are as diverse 
as the wines themselves.  

Joey has been a master plumber for more than 35 years, but his 
new role is general manager of Dove Ridge. He plans and over-
sees the planting of new vineyards, construction of all buildings 
and improvements to the property.  

After retiring from a successful career in the oil and gas industry, 

Dove Ridge:
A zen-like serenity
in the Texas Hills
Set on 56 scenic acres in Weatherford, this new winery is a great place 
for discovering just how amazing Texas wines can be.

The gorgeous sunset at Dove Ridge

Photo: Square 8 Studio

FEATURED WINERY
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Patti translated her passion for gardening into caring for the 
vineyards where more than 11 different varietals of grapes are 
grown. She also manages the winery.  

Janan, who holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts from TCU, now spends 
her time managing and running the many events for the winery. 

Joey and Janan’s son, Forrest Benefiel, is also a large part of this 
operation. With a Bachelor of Science in biochemistry from UTA, 
he oversees the health 
and productivity of the 
vines. Once the grapes 
are harvested, Forrest 
turns them into fine wines 
that he ages and nurtures. 
He likes to say, “he takes 
his grapes from the bud 
to the bottle.” Dove Ridge 
takes pride in producing 
hand-crafted 100 percent 
Texas wines.

Suggested Wines
•  Tre Ucelli – This Italian-style blend brings a modern Texas 

twist to an old-world formula.
•  Vermentino – Commonly grown on the rocky hillsides of Italy, 

our amazing Vermentino is decidedly floral, with hints of pear, 
white peach and minerals. 

• Petite Sirah – While the name implies something small, this
  bold grape delivers big flavors of spice and plums, with aromas
  of pepper. 
• Tempranillo – The Tempranillo has rich flavors of cherry,
   plum, and dried figs, with aromas of cedar, tobacco and
   vanilla.

Hours:
Thursday - Saturday: 1 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Sunday: 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Contact Information:
•  Website: www.doveridgewinery.com
•  Phone: (817) 458-8103
•  Address: 6000 Tucker Drive, Weatherford, Texas 76085
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WILL ROGERS MEMORIAL CENTER   |  DICKIES ARENA  |  FWSSR.COM

JANUARY 17 - FEBRUARY 8

WINE CAMPS 
Jan. 29 & Feb. 5

Presented by

3:30 & 5:30 p.m. Winemakers and industry experts take guests 
through a fun and interactive 
experience with a half-hour mix and 
mingle reception afterwards.

SIP & SHOP 
Jan. 22, 29 & Feb. 5

4 - 8 p.m. Tastings, commemorative wine cup and discounts 
from participating Stock Show shopping merchants in the 
Amon G. Carter Jr. Exhibits Hall and GO TEXAN Market 
included!

Opens at Noon Sat & Sun, 5:30 p.m. Mon - Fri Throughout the 23 
days of the Stock Show, wine will be sold by the glass 
at The Corkyard located on the Simmons Bank Plaza at 
Dickies Arena. Plan on fun and engaging wine related 
activites as well!

11 a.m. - 2 p.m. Chefs present their signature take on every-
one’s favorite... BRUNCH in all its forms expertly paired 
with bubbly from around the world.

Feb. 2

All wine activities are for ages 21 and over.

Wine Destination
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Fort Worth Stock Show
to up its ‘grape game’

Fort Worth Stock Show & Rodeo Wine Offerings:
New to the Show this year is the Corkyard Wine Tent on Simmons 
Bank Plaza at Dickies Arena. The Corkyard offers guests a new 
destination location to meet friends and unwind before and after 
the rowdyness of the rodeos. It will feature a variety of wines and 
light fare beginning at 5:30 p.m. Monday through Friday and at 
noon on weekends, remaining open a minimum of one hour after 
the end of each rodeo. 

Popular Vine 2 Wine events have become sought after experiences 
for guests. From Wine Camps to shopping discounts that come 
with it while visiting wine tasting stations during “Sip and Shop,” 
Vine 2 Wine is sure to make your Stock Show visit memorable.

In the Amon G. Carter Jr. Exhibit Hall, Wine Camp, Sip & Shop, 
and Bubbles and Bites events are sure to please.

Participate in an interactive session featuring great wines and 
food samplings at Wine Camp in the Cactus Room. Wine Camps 
take place Jan. 29 and Feb. 5 with two sessions each date (3:30 
p.m. and 5:30 p.m.). Go to fwssr.com for registration information. 

At Sip & Shop in the Texas Room, taste carefully selected wines, 
meet winery representatives and ask questions, all while enjoying 
shopping discounts each Wednesday of the Stock Show. Sip & 
Shop expands this year to include craft beers on Thursday Jan. 
30 and Feb. 6 in the GO TEXAN Market in the Brown-Lupton 
Room North. Plan now to Sip & Shop! from 4- 8 p.m.. An addition-
al ticket is required to participate in the Sip & Shop event. Go to 
fwssr.com for registration information.

Join in on the fun at Bubbles and Bites at the Round Up Inn to 
sample sparkling wines poured with signature dishes from top 
area chefs. The brunch has expanded beyond last year’s Chix 
& Brix and will feature a wider variety of foods. Don’t miss this 
chance to tickle your nose with great aromatics of wine and food 
Feb. 2 between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 

Registration and ticket sales for all wine events will be available 
Dec. 2 through www.fwssr.com. Please refer to the Stock Show 
website for more information.
 

WINE EVENTS

As the Fort Worth Stock Show & 
Rodeo continues to highlight the 
importance of Texas agriculture, 
it will up its grape game during the 
2020 event, and will hop into a new 
venture celebrating craft brews.
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Welcome to Fort Worth’s most unique and 
fun tasting room. Our urban production 
facility and tasting room is located on the 
west side of Fort Worth and is only eight 
minutes from downtown. 

Our laid back and eclectic atmosphere comes complete with all 
the benefits of great tasting wine, and we’re inviting you to come 
join in on the fun! Enjoy 16 different and unique wines. While 
you’re here, come take a stroll around the production facility 
where all our wines are made. 

Our tasting room is open to the public Friday through Sunday 
and can also be reserved for events. Whether it’s a romantic 
getaway for the night or if you’re just trying to blow off steam from 
work, come join us.  Just remember to keep it casual.

Casual Friday Winery 
Fort Worth

Lost Oak Winery
Burleson

We are a family-owned and operated 
winery located in Burleson, just south of 
Fort Worth.  Although it's just a short trip, 
it will feel like you've left the city behind.    

Lost Oak Winery has won more than 20 
Gold Medals in international wine competitions. Our winery 
and vineyard offer a picturesque setting located on the banks of 
Village Creek with five acres of cultivated vineyards, stately oak 
trees and winding walking paths.   

Our desire is to provide you with a relaxed place to enjoy good, 
high-quality Texas wine, wine tastings and entertainment. We'd 
love to host your shower, birthday, wedding, or your Friday 
night out.

8101 County Road 802
Burleson, Texas 76028

(817) 426-6625

www.lostoakwinery.com

3028 Marquita Drive
Fort Worth, Texas 76116

817-560-2502

www.casualfridaywines.com
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Birgit and Bruce Anderson opened Sunset 
Winery, “The Best Little Wine House in 
Texas,” in 2005 in what was their home for 
20 years.  

If you stop by today on Saturday or Sunday 
afternoons, you can taste your choice of five wines made in the 
house, enjoy a glass in the tasting room (pictured), or on the deck. 

While there, you might meet Bruce, a winemaker, etc. Whoever 
greets you will be friendly and knowledgable -- and might even 
share the story of how ballroom dancing led to the Anderson 
family home becoming a winery.  

Y’all check us out at online at www.sunsetwinery.com, and then 
please come and see us.

Sunset Winery 
Burleson

Blue Duck Winery
Albany

We’re located in sunny Albany, Texas. We 
grow and tend our very own crop to 
produce the best wines around.

At Blue Duck, we believe the best wines 
come from the best ingredients. That's 

why we're committed to growing the freshest crop and only 
hand picking choice grapes from our vineyard.

Four friends who love wine and each other began a journey 
into what is now a full-grown passion shared with friends and 
neighbors across the world. 

Come and enjoy a fun, relaxing atmosphere and listen to our 
live music from special guest artists.

248 S. Main Street
 Albany, Texas 76430 

(325) 280-7154

www.blueduckwinery.com

1535 S. Burleson Boulevard
Burleson, Texas 76028 

(817) 426-1141

www.fortworthwinery.com
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Thistleridge Ranch, Vineyard & Winery is 
located near Weatherford, about halfway 
between Peester and Pooleville, Texas. 

The pet-friendly winery, which has been 
in operation since 2015,  is located in a 

remodeled 19th century home. The business is owned by Linn 
and Wesley Ragle. 

The winery features a small tasing room, an upstairs lounge 
with a balcony seating area, and a wide variety of gift items for 
sale. Tastings are $5 per person and include a sampling of three 
wines. They are free for anyone who purchases a bottle of wine. 

Please come out for a visit. We look forward to serving you.

Thistleridge Winery 
Weatherford

Umbra Winery
Springtown

Umbra Winery at La Buena Vida 
Vineyards is located in Springtown. Its 
urban tasting room is located at 415 S. 
Main St. in Grapevine. The original winery, 
Crossroads Winery, was established in 
2005.   

After purchasing Crossroads in 2013, owners John and Debbie 
Wilson shortly thereafter rebranded to Umbra Winery and 
opened their Grapevine tasting room. 

In 2016, they purchased La Buena Vida Vineyards, the 
third oldest vineyard and winery in Texas and relocated all 
production there. The grounds boast 7.5 acres of established 
vines, quaint cottages and a newly constructed 8000 square 
foot event center, with tasting room and estate wine cellar. 

399 Vineyard Lane
Springtown, Texas 76082

(855) 662-8438

www.umbrawinery.com

12700 FM Road 920
Weatherford, Texas 76088

(817) 304-1262

www.thistleridgeranches.com
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Wineries:
1.  Pemberton Cellars
2. Barking Rocks Winery
3. Bluff Dale Vineyards
4. Lucky Vines Vineyard & Winery
5. Greens Creek Cellars
6. Bull Lion Ranch, Vineyard & Winery
7.  Silver Spur Winery
8. Red Caboose Winery
9. Big Rock Winery
10. Cockrell Vineyards
11. Brennan Vineyards
12. Spirit of Texas Winery
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Meridian Morgan
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The Texas frontier and wine making come 
together on 31 beautiful acres at Brennan 
Vineyards. Located on the Southern Wine 
Trail  in Comanche.  Guests are treated to 
a number of Texas wines that are curated 
and crafted at an 1879 homestead.

Photo: Brooke Mendenhall Photography
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Brennan Vineyards is located in one of the 
oldest remaining homesteads in Texas, 
dating back to 1876. Its adjacent 10-acre 
estate vineyard, established in 2002, pro-
vides beautiful syrah, cabernet sauvignon 
and viognier fruit. 

The Newburg Vineyard, just outside of Comanche, is home to 
semillon, muscat of Alexandria, viognier, mourvèdre, nero d’Avola, 
tempranillo, cabernet sauvignon, and ruby cabernet.

The Brennan Winery philosophy is based on taking a minimalist 
approach, then blending old-world traditions with a few more 
modern innovations. This approach is paying off.

Brennan Vineyards
Comanche

Cockrell Vineyards
Comanche

We are a laid back, kid and pet friendly 
winery open Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays.  We feature a wood-fired pizza 
oven and we make a variety of delicious 
wood-fired pizzas. Our patio is the perfect 
place to savor a glass of wine, or to enjoy 

one of the many appetizers that we offer.

Cockrell Vineyards is a veteran-owned and family-run business 
in Comanche, Texas. 

Please visit our Facebook page @comanche wine for winery 
updates and hours of operation.

Come see us for a pleasant afternoon in the country!

440 County Road 110
Comanche, Texas 76442

(254) 459-1011

www.cockrellranch.com

802 S. Austin Street
Comanche, Texas 76442

(325) 356-9100

www.brennanvineyards.com
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Wenzel LoneStar Meat Company

Red Wing Dove Winery

The Grain Drafthouse & Eatery

Dutchman’s Hidden Valley Country Store
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Explore
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At the crossroads of U.S. Highway 281 and State Highway 36 
in Central Texas sits the quaint Hill Country town of Hamilton. 
Hamilton is centralized 100 miles south of Dallas and Fort Worth, 
north of Austin, and east of Abilene. Travelers are enticed to stop 
in Hamilton by the sight of the beautiful historic courthouse and 
the unique shopping and dining opportunities along the way.

The Grain Drafthouse and Eatery
For an unbeatable combination of Texas coun-
try music and Texas-sized burgers, proceed to 
The Grain Drafthouse and Eatery. The silo bar 
has a relaxing, rustic feel with exposed-rock 
walls and high ceilings. The outdoor stage 
and dance floor attract Texas country music 
artists, while the indoor stage often presents 
local artists. The Grain’s Dirty Diana Burger 
on sourdough is also a work of art.  Stop by 
The Grain and experience dedication to Texas 
meats, recipes, produce, beer, wine, spirits and 
music.  Facebook.com/thegrain.hamiltontx/  

Wenzel LoneStar Meat Company
Whether you’re planning lunch, a BBQ, or a party with an epic 
charcuterie board, Wenzel LoneStar Meat Company has de-
licious items that you just can’t find anywhere else. After one 
bite of the tasty sausages, smoked cheeses, steaks, bison bacon 

burgers and triple smoked bacon, the unique flavors will have 
you hooked and begging for more. All Wenzel LoneStar Meat 
products are carefully crafted by Kent Wenzel, well-known for 
award-winning, hand-crafted meat.  It’s Texas.  It’s tradition. It’s a 
way of life. Wenzellonestarmeat.com

Dutchman’s Hidden Valley Country Store
Make your way a little out of town on Highway 281 and there 
you’ll happen upon Dutchman’s Hidden Valley Country Store 
tucked in the heart of Hamilton. They’re still hand-dipping 
chocolates, pouring brittle, and making candies the old-fash-
ioned way.  Sit for a spell and have lunch at the deli where they’ll 
serve you up delicious sandwiches on homemade bread. Before 
you head home, don’t forget to peruse the country store for 
homemade candies and gifts.  Come as a guest, leave as family. 
Dutchmanshiddenvalley.com

Red Wing Dove Winery
Enjoy a chilled white wine or an award-winning red on the patio 
overlooking the beautiful Gholson Valley at the always scenic 
Red Wing Dove Winery. The vineyard is nestled on 80 acres 
growing Shiraz, Pinot Gris, Pinot Blanc, Tempranillo, and the 
recently added Ruby Cabernet. Plan a visit to enjoy a wood-fired 
pizza with glass of wine purchase every Saturday from 4 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m., including toppings such as fresh garden basil, ground 
buffalo, summer sausage, and fresh vegetables. 
Redwingdove.com  

The scenic and sprawling Texas 
Hill Country is laced with
endless miles of appealing 
two-lane blacktop.  One minute 
you might see a colorful vista of 
Texas bluebonnets, and the next, 
maybe you will find a painted 
longhorn posing for a picture. 
Enjoy the beauty of Hamilton 
County on your drive in from 
the metroplex. Along the way,  
tag us on Instagram with road 
trip finds at #visithamiltontx.

Visit Hamilton, a place that offers something for everyone in an 
atmosphere that reminds locals and visitors alike of a simpler 
time in our history - a place where community matters.

PLACES TO VISIT IN HAMILTON
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Granbury:
the ‘Best 
Historic Small
Town’ in the 
USA
Photos by Shad Ramsey Photography

On the Cross Timbers Southern Trail
With its unique Texas charm and expanding list of 
attractions, Granbury is earning accolades as a top 
destination spot for travelers and people looking to 
relocate. 

Named the “Best Historic Small Town” by USA Today 
in a 2019 online survey, Granbury topped a list of  
20 cities with populations under 30,000 where life 
“moves a little bit slower, people tend to be friendlier 
and mom-and-pop establishments help keep things 
local.” The cities were chosen by a panel of experts 
from the newspaper for its annual Readers’ Choice 
Travel Awards.

Other top five cities included Mackinac Island, Mich.; 
Angola, Ind.; Clarksdale, Miss.; and Williamsburg, Va. 
Boasting amenities of a historic yet refined city, but 
without the big crowds and traffic of larger towns, 
Granbury’s one-of-a-kind mix of things to do and 
charm make it an irresistible draw for many who are 
discovering all that it has to offer.

FEATURED CITY



What it all comes down to is the experience 
people have when they come to your city, 
according to Tammy Dooley, Director of the 
Granbury Convention and Visitors Bureau.

“It’s the way Granbury makes you feel,” she 
believes.

The Granbury experience that has many 
people feeling good includes a vibrant 
downtown square with large number of 
live entertainment venues, shops and top 
quality restaurants. Add to it a long and 
rich history, all that Lake Granbury has 
to offer, a drive-in movie theater, plenty of 
hotels and quaint bed and breakfasts, and 
it equals a uniquely attractive destination 
spot for just about anyone looking for fun.

“You get to come and really relax and I think 
that’s what people look forward too,” said 
Dooley.

Granbury was honored in September by the 
Texas Travel Industry Association (TTIA) 
at their 34th Annual Texas Travel Summit 
in Fort Worth which celebrated the best of 
Texas.

At the event, the TTIA’s Board of Directors 
named Granbury one of three winners 
in the Best Rural and Small Town catego-
ry from a field that included 60 Texas cities. 
Rockport and Alpine also were named as 
winners.

“There’s a lot of great cities and when you 
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In photo, a band performs on a scenic stage at Granbury’s annual LakeFest event.

Granbury’s Best Events

Granbury Wine Walk

Old-Fashioned 4th of July

General Granbury’s Birthday

Labor Day LakeFest

Harvest Moon
Festival of the Arts

Country Christmas:
A Night of Lights Parade



are recognized amongst your peers it makes you really proud of 
what you’re doing,” said Dooley. 

A good indicator of the town’s growing popularity among tourists 
is its hotel occupancy tax revenue which has increased about 25 
percent from last year, according to Dooley. “That’s a huge indica-
tor of how our hotels are doing.”

Not only on the rise as a tourism destination, Granbury, which is 
located in Hood County about 60 miles southwest of Dallas and 
about 35 miles southwest of Fort Worth, currently has one of the 
hottest real estate markets around. The county ranks ninth on the 
list of fastest growing counties in the nation, according to local 
real estate expert Paula McDonald, owner and broker at Beam & 
Branch Realty in Granbury.

“We get a lot of people who have either stumbled upon Granbury, 
or they found it because they read about it being the best 
historic small town. So, they come here out of curiosity,” said 
McDonald, with an office situated on the square.

The majority of those relocating to the area are from California, 
according to McDonald. With a steady rise in home values fueling 
interest, people are moving to Granbury like never before.

“We appreciate at an average of 46 percent, so that keeps our 
market very stable and our prices reasonable with some of the 
best deals in the country,” she said. Such value ranks Granbury 
in the top 20 percent of towns across the nation.

The demand for Granbury homes is causing a housing deficit in 
certain price points, according to McDonald, the incoming president 
of the Granbury Association of Realtors.

“We have a very strong market in the relocation and retirement 
communities,” she said. “People come here and they don’t want 
to leave.” 

McDonald, who grew up in Granbury and worked in Houston for 
35 years, came back to her hometown about three years ago to 
start a real estate business with her husband, Mark,  and to invest 
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Above: A horse and buggy carries passengers in front of the 
Granbury Opera House on the square.

Below: Customers window shop at one of the many stores in 
downtown Granbury.
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in a town with a market that she calls prime for residential and 
commercial growth.

“Other people are doing the same thing,” said McDonald “They’re 
seeing that it’s a good investment and a good place to put their 
retirement money.”

And it seems to be just the beginning for Granbury.

“It’s an awakening and a revival that I see,” said McDonald. “I 
think we all need to buckle up and be prepared. I think the best 
is yet to come.”

Granbury’s Best Events

- Granbury’s Old-Fashioned 4th of July Celebration brings tens of 
thousands of patrons each summer with a holiday parade that 
rivals just about any around, a rodeo, live entertainmaent and a 
nationally acclaimed fireworks display over the lake.

- Granbury Wine Walk, a non-profit event benefiting local 
charities, has evolved into one of the top wine festivals in Texas in 
its 10 years of existence. The three-day event is held each April in 
downtown Granbury and draws large crowds each year.

- General Granbury’s Birthday Celebration includes a fun mix of 
historical tributes, craft food, cooking contests, vendors, live mu-
sic, free birthday cake and ice cream. The event, which has been 
held annually for more than four decades, is known for its 
hilarious outhouse race. 
 
- The Harvest Moon Festival of the Arts showcases nearly 100 art-
ists and craftspeople each October. The event features great food, 
a talented list of local musicians  and seasonal activities for kids 
and adults. The festival is one of Granbury’s most popular and 
well organized events of the year.
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Granbury’s Best Attractions

- The Hood County Jail Museum: Built in 1885, the tiny building 
served as the only jail for the city until 1978. It now showcases 
artifacts and memorabilia depicting the history of Hood County. 
 
- The Brazos Drive-in: Located just one mile from the historic 
square, the family friendly theater has been in operation since 
1952. It embodies the aura of the 1950’s with double features that 
begin just after sunset from May through October on Friday and 
Saturday nights.

- The Granbury City Beach: Located within walking distance of 
downtown, the beach includes a splash park, kayak rentals in the 
summer, and thatched roof picnic pavilions.

- Lake Granbury: A scenic 33.5-mile long rural recreational 
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haven that includes 103 miles of shoreline. The lake features five 
public boat ramps, two fishing piers and four overnight camping 
areas.  Public swimming and picnicking are encouraged.

- The New Granbury Live: Nestled in the heart of the bustling 
downtown square, the comfortable, 270-seat facility allows 
guests to get up close and personal with some of the best live 
acts around. 

- Granbury Opera House: Built in 1886, the historic theater was 
completely remodeled in 2011. The state-of-the-art venue is home 
to the Granbury Theatre Company which produces high quality 
community theater productions throughout the year as part of 
their popular Broadway on the Brazos season of shows.

Above: Granbury’s City Beach, located within walking distance of downtown. 

127 E. Pearl Street, Granbury 

New ownership 

(682) 936-2111 



Quilt Inn of Granbury
Granbury Gardens Bed & Breakfast

Casa Farina
Lambert Street Cottages
Texas Heritage Cabins

The Windmill Farm Bed & Breakfast
The Mustard Seed Guesthouse

The Stringfellow-Gilmartin House
Iron Horse Inn

Granbury Cabins at Windy Ridge
Heavenhill Guest House

Captains House Guest Suites
Inn on Lake Granbury
Travis Street Cottages

Pomegranate House & Cottages
Baker Street Harbour
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Y O UR PL A N S
A RE  M A DE .

Y O UR RO O M  IS
RE A DY .

Visit PlantationGranbury.com to
book your stay now!

Or call  817.573.8846

PLANTATION INN & SUITES     |      1451 EAST PEARL STREET     |      GRANBURY, TEXAS 

127 E. Pearl Street, Granbury 

New ownership On the Square! 

(682) 936-2111 



By Richard Jacques

It’s probably no coincidence that the energy level on Granbury’s 
downtown square began to rise just about the same time Gary 
and Katie Folger took over as owners of Christina’s American 
Table about four years ago. 

Infusing the once sleepy downtown area with a vibe that has 
seemed to catch on in the heart of Granbury in recent years, their 
trendy eatery continues to lead the way as an epicenter of a fresh 
excitement that has resonated throughout the revitalized lakeside 
city. 

It wasn’t long ago when the Granbury Square was pretty much 
shut down by 9 p.m., but that’s hardly the case today. Bringing 
with them a concept and quality that was mostly absent from the 
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Christina’s
American Table:
The epicenter of good 
vibes and great food
in Granbury

FEATURED RESTAURANT



restaurant scene in Granbury before they arrived, the Folgers 
have created a vibe that is working well.

“What we want to deliver to people is a borderline fine dining 
quality meal with a low-key relaxed good vibe,” said Gary. “We 
don’t want people to feel like they need to dress up to come in to 
Christina’s. We want people to come in in sandals and shorts and 
a tee shirt, but also get a steak that you wouldn’t get unless you 
went to a place that was a bit stuffy. I like a chill vibe and I like 
good food, so I’m trying to combine the two.”

A New Hampshire resident until his early 20’s and a West Coast 
chef until the age of 32, Gary relocated to Texas about eight years 
ago with his wife, a California native. The couple brought with 
them their extensive knowledge of the restaurant business and a 
desire to start something special in Granbury. 

Gary says it isn’t simply just a California concept that’s been  
transplanted to Texas, it’s something different. “You’ve got to mix 
it up a little and offer people things that they just can’t get around 
here.”

And that’s exactly what they did.

“I call it an East Coast roots with West Coast fusion cuisine,” said 
Gary, who admits to using a heavy dose of French-style cooking in 
a large majority of his offerings at Christina’s. 

It’s safe to say there’s also a mix of New England, California and 
the Lone Star State in much of what goes on at Christina’s. The 
unique feel of the restaurant and its flavorful menu has definitely 
caught on in Granbury. What started as a small boutique-style 
cafe with five tables and three employees, besides Katie and Gary, 
is now a full service restaurant operation with 24 tables and 23 
employees. The restaurant features a wine bar and a wide varie-
ty of high-quality lunch and dinner offerings.

“The biggest reason why you should come to Christina’s is the 
concept and quality that we are producing and offering,”  Gary. 
says.
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Open weekly from Tuesday through Sunday, Christina’s 
features live entertainment on the weekends and also for 
special events like their popular Chef’s Table dinners, 
which are usually held once per month on Tuesday 
night. The dinners feature a select menu or theme, such 
as the New England Clam Bake that was held in July, or 
September’s German-themed meal. All proceeds from 
a recent Chef’s Table dinner in August were donated to 
Santa’s House, a local Christmas charity organization. 

The most recent addition to Christina’s is a new brand 
of wine blended specifically for the restaurant through 
a partnership with the Bull Lion Ranch & Vineyards in 
Chalk Mountain. 

Known as Five Eyes, the wine is a blend of Texas-grown 
tempranillo and sangiovese grapes. Gary describes the 
“good juice” as a perfect table or conversation wine. “You 
don’t need food with it, you can just drink it.” 

The first table that was approached with the wine in No-
vember bought six bottles. “That wine is going to do re-
ally well,” he said.

The label for the new wine was created by Sara Hines, a 
young artist and waitress at Christina’s who epitomizes 
the role that the Christina’s team of employees plays in 
the continued development and success of the growing 
restaurant. 

“We have some multi-talented people,” said Gary,  a gen-
erous owner who treats his growing roster of employees 
like family. ”Our staff is just extensions of our fingers.”

In October, Folger closed the restaurant early to give his 
staff a chance to lend their support to talented Christi-
na’s chef, Eric Tull, who was competing in a prestigeous 
Dallas cooking contest. The gesture was meaningful for  
Tull, who beat out a long list of the areas top chef’s and 
took first place at the event.

Top: Gary and Katie 
Folger, owners of Christina’s 
American Table in Granbury.

Above: Staff members pose 
for a photo with the sponsors 
of Granbury’s Santa House 
charity, which was aided 
in 2019 from proceeds of a 
recent Chef’s Table event at 
Christina’s. 

Right: Christina’s Chef Eric 
Tull takes first prize at a 
Dallas cooking event.
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After winning the award, Tull expressed his thanks to Gary 
and Katie for helping to cultivate his talent as a chef, and to 
his colleagues for turning out to cheer him on.  

“Sometimes extra confirmation that you are doing the right 
thing in life is just what you need,” shared Tull in a recent 
Facebook post.

Being able to consistently do the right thing while setting 
trends for others to follow seems to be at the core of what 
keeps people coming back for more at Christina’s. But it’s 
the little things that set Christina’s apart from much of the 
competition.

On any given day at Christina’s, you might find one of the 
three young Folger kids helping out at the family business. 
If not, you can see them in the family portrait that hangs on 
the wall, adding even more warmth and ambiance to the 
friendly environment of an establishment that continues to 
expand through the talent and dedication of its staff —  
positively influencing the  community at the dinner table 
and beyond.=

Chef Gary Folger displays some fresh New England lobster 
flown in for a recent Chef’s Table event at Christina’s.

“The biggest reason
you should come to 
Christina’s is the 
concept and quality
we are producing.”
 — Owner, Gary Folger

Hours:
Tuesday: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Wed. & Thurs.: 11. a.m. to 9 p.m.
Thursday: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Friday & Sat: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
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We converted an old rock barn to create 
Barking Rocks Winery in 2002.  Since 
then, we have been making wine, friends 
and memories happen in Granbury.  

Tiberia, an Italian, makes the wine. Ripple, 
a new best friend, welcomes all. Sissy, the owner, keeps it fun 
and running smooth. Over the years we have stayed true to 
making Texas wine with Texas grapes, providing them a path 
to their highest calling. By collaborating with many talented and 
inspirational characters, we have learned and tested processes 
and procedures. We have made some beautiful wines and stay 
excited to share them with you.  A visit to Barking Rocks is sure to 
include a relaxed refuge, a facilitated tasting, and perhaps a new 
friend and a hug.  If you’re one of us, come back. If not, come on!

Barking Rocks Winery
Granbury

Pemberton Cellars
Granbury

Pemberton Cellars is located just a few 
miles northwest of beautiful downtown 
Granbury. The contemporary, yet laid back, 
family atmosphere is surrounded by a 
bountiful vineyard. 

We are a family-owned winery and vineyard striving to make 
the best wines for our customers only from Texas grapes. Our 
wines are made from hand-selected grapes from our vineyard, 
or from top vineyards across the state.
 
A trip to the California wine country some years ago gave birth 
to a dream to produce great quality wine with Texas grapes in 
Granbury. So, come visit us for some good stories of our journey
and taste some great wine!

3500 Lipan Highway
Granbury, Texas 76048

(817) 678-8338

www.pembertoncellarswinery.com

1919 Allen Court
Granbury, Texas 76048 

(817) 579-0007

www.barkingrockswine.com
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Lucky Vines is a family-owned vineyard, 
winery and tasting room in Dublin, Texas. 
It all started with a little bit of land and a 
big, beautiful dream.

We wanted to work at something big 
enough and strong enough to bring our family, friends, and community 
together for decades to come. We’ve put our heart and soul into 
this winery, and we’ve come out with something bigger. Every 
step we’ve taken has been done with luck, love, and learning.

Whether you’re a wine enthusiast or can’t tell a cabernet from 
a sunny day, you’re welcome to come along on this adventure. 
We’ll make finding a favorite wine easy and fun. All you have to 
do is sip! Here, we treat you like family.

Lucky Vines Winery
Dublin

675 County Road 497
 Dublin, Texas 76446

(254) 335-0099

www.luckyvines.com
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At Big Rock Winery, we offer wine tasting 
from our celebrated wine club in Morgan, 
Texas. 

We are an operating winery that makes 
red and white wine, and holds events at 

our rustic vineyard. Our winery is a warm and inviting social 
place for anyone who enjoys wine, We are welcoming to those 
who are wine tasting beginners. 

At Big Rock Winery, we want you to feel at home in our comfort-
able, off the beaten path, location. Come by and enjoy a glass of 
wine with us and experience peace and quiet you can’t get in 
the city!

Big Rock Winery
Morgan

106 Private Road 1381
Morgan, Texas 76671 

(817) 296-6355

www.bigrockwinery.com

Greens Creek Cellars in Dublin, Texas, is a 
boutique countryside winery and tasting 
room nestled in Erath County. We offer qui-
et, scenic views and plenty of outdoor seat-
ing to enjoy a glass of your favorites!  Fami-
ly owned and operated, we have outdoor 

activities and plenty of space to occupy your family while you 
visit. Our award-winning winemakers create great wines, some 
familiar, some that we’re sure will become top of your list soon.  

The Old Irish Vineyard, co-located with Greens Creek Cellars, 
currently grows 12 varietals that supply grapes to the winery. 
The vineyards provide vinifera and hybrid grapes. The grapes 
are farmed using sustainable and green practices to limit our 
environmental impact and provide great fruit.

Greens Creek Cellars
Dublin

3590 County Road 277
Dublin, Texas 76446

www.greenscreekcellars.com
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The McKibben family has been growing 
sustainable wines the natural way since 
2003.   We believe in Texas, the Texas way 
of life, Texas agriculture  and proudly we 
deliver sustainable Texas wines for the 
Lone Star State. Our wines, especially our 

big red wines like tempranillo, syrah, tannat, zinfandel, and black 
Spanish continue to consistently win awards and medals in state, 
national and international competitions. 

With simplicity in mind, we created a winery that is both energy 
efficient and sustainable. 

Red Caboose has a tasting room located in Clifton, Texas, at 903 
S. Ave. G.

Red Caboose Winery
Meridian

Spirit of Texas Winery
Early

Spirit of Texas Winery in Early, Texas, has 
been open just over two years. Dry or 
sweet. red, white, blush or rosé, our 
handcrafted award-winning wines are 
made from 100 percent Texas grapes! 

The tasting room has a wonderful and relaxing Texas charm. It 
was built from reclaimed materials, all found on the property. 
You’ll immediately feel welcome when you enter. 

There is plenty of room, both inside and outside, to relax and 
unWINEd or play some of the many games available. You can 
even bring your own snacks. 

Come out and visit this family friendly winery. It’s worth the trip! 

6037 County Road 291
Early, Texas 76802

(325) 455-3232

www.spiritoftexaswinery.com

1 1147 County Road 1110
Meridian, Texas 76665 

(254) 435-9911

www.redcaboosewinery.com
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The Inn
on the River
A relaxing getaway 
on the Paluxy River
in Glen Rose  

By Richard Jacques

You won’t find any clocks, telephones or televisions in any of the 21 rooms at the 
historic Inn on the River in Glen Rose. But what you will discover there is a heavy 
emphasis on tranquility, history and nature — and that’s fine with the boutique 
hotel’s new owner, Pamela Streeter, who wouldn’t want it any other way. 

After taking over the property in June, Streeter, who is now about six months 
into her quest to restore the property both aesthetically (to its craftsman-style 
appearance of 1919), and functionally (as a place of complete rest and relaxation 
for guests), hopes to bring back some former glory to the property she now calls 
home along with her English labrador, Ryman, and her friend, Cole.

Built in 1919, the scenic hotel, located on the banks of the Paluxy River, was used 
until the early 1970’s as a sanitarium. In its heyday, it was known as a place for 
renewal and rejuvenation. In the years since, the property has served various 
owners as an inn and also as a corporate retreat.

FEATURED HOTEL 
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Returning to her native Texas after working for several prominant 
hotel management corporations for more than three decades in 
various U.S. cities, including Washington, D.C., and Phoenix, Streeter 
has left the corporate workplace behind to fulfill her dream of 
owning a top-notch hotel, and more.
 
“The fact that I could be a part of helping this building stand and 
tell its story really was appealing,” said Streeter. 

Not knowing exactly where her search for a hotel property might 
take her, she narrowed her choices to about 10 properties which 
led her to discover the Inn on the River. The move back to Texas 
brings her closer to her family with her parents living close to the 
city of Gordon, and a sister in the Grapevine area.

“I will be the first to admit, I never heard of Glen Rose until I found 
this property,” Streeter admits. “But something about this place 
just kept drawing me back.”

What sold her was the river and the three massive live oak trees 
which have lived on the land for hundreds of years. The trees 
which once provided a gathering place for Native Americans 
now serve as a centerpiece to the natural beauty that exists on 
the grounds of the hotel. The mighty oaks are the inspiration for 
the song, “The Singing Trees,” recorded by Elvis Presley for the 
movie “Clambake.”

Since taking over, Streeter has focused on uncovering some of 
the history and glory of the building. Noticeable improvements 
have already been made to the landscaping and backyard views 
to the river and the surrounding area, along with many cosmetic 
upgrades to the building structure.

With grand plans for restoring the inn to its original appearance 
on the exterior and for making updates to the inn’s interior to 
better accommodate today’s travelers, Streeter says she’s looking 
forward to keeping with the hotel’s high standards of top-notch 
guest services, quality food and wonderful experiences that has 
always been common at the hotel.

‘We want to focus on the past and honor it but prepare for what 

the guests of the future need,” she said.

The Inn on the River’s back-of-the-house operations are set up 
like a full service hotel. However, those that stay at the inn are 
treated with a bed and breakfast type interaction that can’t be 
found at some of the larger hotel chains.

Upon arrival in the lobby, guests are greeted with freshly baked 
cookies. The original twin staircases lead to the upstairs rooms 
that come complete with free wi-fi, French feather beds, duvets 
and organic cotton sheets, ensuite bathrooms, ceiling fans,
antique furnishings, and individually controlled air conditioning.

Named after the famous Nashville auditorium, Steeter’s furry 
four-legged assistant, Ryman, can usually be found at various 



spots hroughout the hotel hoping 
for a game of fetch with anyone 
willing to oblige.

Not just a great place to spend the 
night for travelers, the Inn on the 
River offers meeting packages that 
consist of both single or double 
occupancy plans, three gourmet 
meals, refreshment breaks, and 
use of a fully-functional conference 
center with audio visual equipment. 

Included in the room price is a free breakfast for guests in the 
hotel’s spacious dining room that features spectacular views of 
the riverfront just outside.

The hotel was granted its liquor license recently and now serves 
beer and wine on the historic premises. 

The Snyder Sanitarium of the early 
1900’s, located on the grounds of 
what is now the Inn on the River, 
was operated by Dr. George P.  Snyder 
and his wife, Margaret Meaders for 
many years. It offered patients a 
regimented schedule, fresh foods, 
and curative mineral baths. People 
were given the kind of personal 
attention that made them want to 
come back, says Streeter who plans 

to do much of the same in the years to come for her guests.

Although a lot has changed through the years for the property 
that now bears a Texas historical marker on its front porch, but 
Snyder’s mission of rest and relazion is still alive at the hotel.

“Our goal is that guests disconnect from their daily lives so that 
they can restore themselves,” she said. 

REST..RELAX..RESTORE
A TEXAS HISTORIC LANDMARK BOUTIQUE HOTEL

205 SW Barnard Street
Glen Rose, Texas 76043

254-897-2929

— inn@innontheriver.com —
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RELAX.
RECHARGE .
REFRESH .
Comfortable rooms, luxurious
amenities, free hot breakfast...
 
We're your home away from home!
Book now (254) 897-4818

1311 NE Big Bend Trail   |   Glen Rose, Texas
www.BestWestern.com



Bluff Dale Vineyards is a family owned 
winery and vineyard founded in 2004. 

Voted best view for a winery by Texas 
Wine Lover, the tasting room sits on top of 
a rock hill overlooking a 20-acre vineyard, 

pastures, and rolling hills. You are encouraged to bring your own 
food, and take advantage of the picnic grounds, but there is also 
a selection of tasty appetizers to choose from..  

The wines offered are all low production, hand crafted, and 
award winning. Even though Estate Cabernet Sauvignon is the 
specialty,  there is a wine for everyone — whether you like red, 
white, sweet, or dry.  Located just an hour southwest of Fort 
Worth and situated between Granbury and Stephenville, it is an 
easy day trip from most of north Texas to Bluff Dale..

Bluff Dale Vineyards
Bluff Dale

5222 County Road 148
Bluff Dale, Texas 76433

(254) 728-3540

www.bluffdalevineyards.com
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A premier destination 
each September for great 

Texas wine, music and fun.

www.thecleburnewinefestival.com

Cleburne
Wine Festival



Silver Spur Winery
Hico

Silver Spur Winery is a boutique winery 
located in the heart of downtown Hico.

Owner Phil Lopez is a native Texan who 
had the privilege of living in Santa Rosa, 
California, on Olivet Road for 25 years. 

With help from his close neighbors and winemakers, he has 
gained a knowledge and understanding of the wine industry. 

Now back at home in Hico, he brings Sonoma County wine 
styles and wine-making crafts from that region of the West 
Coast to the Texas wine industry.

Silver Spur's mission is for every person to feel welcomed and 
to leave having a new appreciation for wine.

115 S. Pecan Street
Hico, Texas 76457

(254) 796-2344

www.silverspurwinery.com
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They say,
every 
cheese 
has a 
story
Hard work,
great taste and
perserverence
paying off for 
Veldhuizen
Cheese in 
Dublin

Photo: Big Picture Multimedia
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Soon after deciding that Texas was where they wanted to 
be, the young family packed it up and headed south. But not 
in the usual way. In tow with Stuart and Connie, who was 
expecting her fifth child, was Stuart’s dairy farming parents, 
and about 150 cows — all road-tripping to Dublin, Texas, 
through various forms of transportation.

About 10 years and three children after relocating to the 
Lone Star State,  Stuart became disenchanted with trends in 
commercial dairying which caused him to rethink the fami-
ly-run dairy, according to Connie.

By January of 2000, their cheese-making journey began 
when their 20 baby calves were raised to milking age. With 
far more cows than buyers, production soon began on a sin-
gle variety of cheese at a time when there were few makers 
of artisan cheese around. 

“The first thing my husband did was peddle some cheese around 
town to people he knew,” she said. “I think the hardest part was 
learning to market because we really didn’t know anything.”

Trips to Austin and farmers markets there helped to introduce 
the fledgling Veldhuizen brand to interested chefs who began to 
use the cheese in their restaurants. Over time, the new operation 
began to expand. Today, the Veldhuizen dairy offers 20 varieties 
of raw artisan milk cheeses, all made the natural way. Now, nearly 
two decades after starting out, the couple remains is one of about 
20 artisan cheese producers in Texas today.

The 180-acre farm is managed without the use of chemicals or 
pesticides. A typical 
farmstead morning 
usually gets under-
way at around  5:30 
a.m. with the cow 
milking process. 
Hand-crafting the 
cheese takes place in 
the cheese room and 
in “The Cave,” where 

By Richard Jacques

Nothing much ever comes out of Pipestone, Minnesota, except 
the rare metamorphic clay from which the town gets its name. 
Obtained for centuries by Native Americans from the quarries 
that exist there, the sacred red mudstone, also known as Catlinite, 
is carved by Indians into traditional pipes used for prayer. But 
nearly three decades ago, an export of a different kind left the 
area to cut out a new life from the Texas landscape. 

They say every cheese has a story. This is that of the Veldhuizen’s.

A third generation dairy farmer equipped with a knowledge and 
love for the land and cows, Stuart Veldhuizen had seen his share 
of frigid northern winters. Seeking a warmer climate, he was 
ready for a change.

“I think it was about 30 below up there,” recalls Connie, Stuart’s 
wife of 37 years whom he met while visiting his brother at a small 
college in Illinois. “My husband saw a dairy magazine article 
where they had green grass in December and he said, ‘Is there 
really such a place in the world?’’’ 

Head Cheesemaker Emily Winkler displays some fresh curd.
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some varieties are aged for up to three years. The aging process, 
needed to bring out the flavor complexity of the cheese, includes 
washing, coating, and the hand turning of the hundreds of wheels 
stored at the farm.

The family, which now includes nine grandchildren, manages a 
farm store on the property where customers stop by for purchas-
es and tours. Their unique operation, located about halfway be-
tween Dublin and Stephenville, is a popular attraction.

Many who make the trip to the farm often stop by Lucky Vines 
Vineyards, located nearby. Lucky Vines Vineyards, Bull Lion 
Ranch & Vineyards in Chalk Maountain, and Brennan Vineyards 
in Comanche all carry Veldhuizen cheeses to go with their Texas 
wines. 

Connie said Veldhuizen Cheese is a perfect stop for people visit-
ing wineries and looking for something different. 

Above: Kaitlynn Wall, a shop keeper at the Cheese Shoppe,  
serves a customer.

Below: One of the Veldhuizen grandchildren flips a wheel of 
aging cheese in ‘The Cave.’
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Available
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“People have lost a lot of their connection with how things are 
done, so people really enjoy coming out here and seeing what 
we do and how we do it and getting to taste the cheese.  I think 
it’s because you’re taking the raw material that is milk and then 
changing it into something wonderful and delicious.” 

Veldhuizen produces about 60 wheels of cheese per week.

Emily Winkler, who began helping at the farm while in high 
school, is now Veldhuizen’s head cheesemaker. She was trained 
by Stuart, the sole cheesemaker for many years. He remains in-
volved in the process which now includes a herd of about 60 
milk cows, predominantly Jersey, and a sheep operation that was 
started by a Veldhuizen daughter. At Veldhuizen, three types of 
cheese are produced with pure sheep milk, and two varieties of 
blended milk from cows and sheep.

Now far removed from the froazen winters of their Minnesota an-
cestors, the milk cows, raised free from antibiotics and artificial 

hormones, have it good in their low-stress environment. 
And that’s a good thing, because healthy, contented cows tend 
to make the best milk which, in turn, makes the best cheese. 

It’s hard to argue with that at the Veldhuizen farm, where four 
family generations persevere with expertise and heart.
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Above: Connie and Stuart Veldhuizen toast among friends. 

Farm Tours: 
Saturdays at 10:30 a.m.

Cheesemaking Tours:
Thursdays at 12:30 p.m.

Made by hand. Blessed by God.

 .

Come taste the difference.

Visit us at the Cheese Shoppe.
 — www.veldhuizencheese.com —

Gift Baskets
Available

3364 CR 299
Dublin, Texas



On the Cross Timbers Southern Trail
Established in 1989 by the Tordiglione family,  the Bull Lion Ranch 
began as a commercial cattle and horse operation. Located in 
Chalk Mountain, Texas, the ranch gets its name from the Italian 
definition of Tordiglione, which means “bull of the lion.” Today, 
the ranch runs primarily registered red Angus and performance 
ranch paint horses.

In 2010, the vineyard was planted on rocky soil overlooking the 
bluffs of Chalk Mountain and it has provided a wonderful farm-
ing addition to the operation. That portion of the ranch land was 

found to be similar to the mineral-rich homeland of Italy, a soil 
known for growing old-world style grapes with character.   

The Bull Lion’s varietals include sangiovese,  montepulciano, 
cabernet sauvignon,  malbec,  tempranillo, and pinot grigio. 
These grapes are known to thrive in the warmer climates of Italy, 
Spain and Argentina, and in the hot Texas climate.

“We began our wine-making operation in 2013, and quick-
ly found that our Italian wine-making heritage ran deep in our 

‘That’s Amoré,’
deep in the 
heart of Texas

FEATURED WINERY
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family veins,” said Bull Lion owner, 
Chuck Tordiglione. “The Tordigli-
one family originated in Bonita, Italy, 
and to this day our family continues 
to farm vineyards and make world 
class wines throughout this region.”

Tordiglione’s great-grandpar-
ents, Pasquale and Caroline, 
migrated to America in the early 
1900’s. They settled just outside of 
Boston in the small town of Framing-
ham, Mass., bringing grape plants 
from Italy to start a vineyard. Pasquale brought his love for wine 
to America as well as his family’s old world Chianti recipe. He 
began by making wine in his basement.

The Tordiglione wine-making heritage continues on today in 
Chalk Mountain where the family-owned operation still produces 
their old-world style Chianti, now called Texianti.  

“The first wine we produced immediately gained recognition 
from top local chefs, and today our wines are on the menu in the 
finest restaurants in our area,” said Tordiglione. 

At the 2017 Grapefest People’s Choice Awards in Grapevine, the 
first competition for Bull Lion wines, their Texianti won gold. In 
2018, their Texianti and Montepulciano each took home a gold 
medal. This year, the Bull Lion’s Texianti, Montepulciano, and 
Malbec each won gold at Grapefest. 

“We are so proud of these awards that are voted on by the public, 
the Texas wine lovers,” said Tordiglione. 

As a matter of fact, the Bull Lion brand has placed in the top three 
in every competition into which it has been entered. Including 
the Lone Star International, Houston Rodeo, and a recent New 
York competition.

Chuck and his wife, Cyndi, both from Fort Worth, have three chil-
dren together. The family has spent many weekends on the ranch 
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working cows or plowing the land. Today, all family members 
play a vital role in the Bull Lion business. 

Daughter, Alex, and son-in-law, Ty Burns, handle retail sales and 
distribution. Daughter, Olivia, manages the Glen Rose store. Son, 
Tony, manages the vineyard and is an assistant winemaker there.  

An important addition to the Bull Lion family has been Master 
Winemaker Patrick Johnson, also known as Giovanni. Johnson, 
who has been with the winery since it began and a winemaker 
since the early 1990’s, is considered a Texas legend for his fine 
wines, according to Chuck.

On the ranch near Hico, the Bull Lion features a wine tasting room 
with two 14-foot wine bars and outdoor seating with a great view 
of the Texas countryside, cows and horses. It’s a great place to 
relax, unwind and enjoy fine wine that goes well with antipasto 
boards and desserts served at the winery. The Bull Lion serves 
homemade Italian salami and locally made cheese, meats and 
desserts. The winery currently offers 18 different wines in red 
and white, from dry to sweet, including their popular Pancho & 
Lefty wine, that is aged in a Jack Daniels barrel. All wines are 
made from either Texas grapes grown on the ranch, or grapes 
that are grown by the Bull Lion’s high plains neighbors.

The Tordigleone family invites everyone to drop by for a real 
ranch experience plus a little wine tasting. “We are a working 
ranch, and you never know if you might see real cowboys at 

The Bull Lion Ranch Winery in Chalk Mountain, Texas.



work,” says Chuck.

The Chalk Mountain region is an area known for cattle drive 
routes such as the Chisholm Trail, according to Chuck. The bluffs 
of Chalk Mountain surround the area that was once inhabited by 
the Comanche, according to Chuck, who has found arrowheads 
in his vineyard. 

Located near Stephenville, which is known as being the “Cowboy 
Capital of Texas,” the area near the Bull Lion is home to some of 
the largest cattle ranches in Texas. Other nearby towns include 
Glen Rose, with Dinosaur State Park and the Fossil Rim Wildlife 
Refuge; and Hico, the last home of “Billy the Kid.”

Situated about one hour southwest of the DFW metroplex between 
Glen Rose and Stephenville, and just off of Highway 220, the Bull 
Lion Ranch is a short distance from scenic Highway 281 that runs 
through Lampasas, Marble Falls and down to Austin. 

The winery is open Friday and Saturday from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
and Sunday from noon to 6 p.m. Special event hours wil vary.

In Granbury
The Bull Lion Ranch Wine Shop & Tordiglione Italian Market, 
which  recently opened on the historic square, is a unique wine 
bar that just might remind you of Cheers in Boston, or a place in 
New York City. With weekly entertainment and an Italian deli, it’s 
a perfect Dean Martin and Frank Sinatra type of atmosphere. The 
wine bar is open Tuesday to Sunday and features live entertain-
ment each weekend. 

In Glen Rose      
A third location, the Bull Lion Ranch Wine Shop, is located on the 
historic square in Glen Rose. Situated inside the White Buffalo 
Mercantile, the wine bar features an art gallery with a 9-foot tall 
statue of John Wayne sculpted by renowned artist Robert Summers. 
It’s open from Thursday to Sunday, and features live entertain-
ment on most weekends.

Chalk Mountain Granbury Glen Rose 

66  Texas Cross Timbers Grape & Wine Trail Magazine



Glen Rose 

Cuisine for Healing® is a non-profit organization dedicated to making nutritious, 
delicious food readily available to people combating disease, while providing 
education about the power of healthy food. Our meals are available at no charge to 
those who qualify, and also at a reasonable price online for those who are interested 
in eating for optimal health, but may not qualify for the Outreach Food Program. 
Based in Fort Worth, Cuisine for Healing was founded by the late Wendy Wilkie in 
2006 as she fought her tenacious battle against cancer.

The Cuisine for Healing Outreach Food Program provides up to 10 healthy nutritious 
fresh meals per week for up to 90 days at no cost to qualifying clients. We are accepting 
qualified clients to participate in the program. To learn more about the food program, 
please contact us at 817.921.2377.

Hours:
Monday to Thursday: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Friday: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday: Closed 
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Cuisine 
for Healing

Address: 
1614 Mistletoe Blvd.

Fort Worth, Texas 
76104



1. BARKING ROCKS WINERY 

Sat 1-5 | 1919 Allen Ct. Granbury, TX 76048

2. BLUFFDALE VINEYARDS
Mon 11-6, Wed-Sat 11-6, Sun 12-6 | 5222 County Rd. 148, Bluff Dale, TX 76433

3. BULL LION RANCH WINE SHOP & ITALIAN MARKET
Wed-Thurs 2-9, Fri-Sun 12-6, Closed Monday | 104 N. Houston St. Granbury, TX 76048

4. D’VINE WINE 
Tue-Wed12-6, Thurs 12-7, Fri-Sat 12-8, Sun 12-5 | 107 E. Bridge St. Granbury, TX 76048

5. PEMBERTON CELLARS 

Fri-Sat 12-7 | 3500 Lipan Highway, Granbury TX 76048

Restore Yourself 


