
Over 6,000 athletes,
coaches & fans.

EVERYONE HAS A STORY.

YOUR SUPPORT 2020

NAGAAA is growing. Since the 2015 GSWS, NAGAAA has added 4 
additional cities and a new division to its membership. As NAGAAA 
grows, so does its reach and the number of participants in the GSWS.

NAGAAA has since added 
4 new cities and one new 
divsion. With the growth in 
NAGAAA, the positive 
perception of Columbus as a 
Host City, the incredible local 
and national partnerships we 
have established and the 
convenience of Columbus, 
the 2020 Columbus GSWS is 
poised to break all records and 
establish Columbus as THE 
preferred Host City for future 
Gay Softball World Series.
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The Gay Softball World Series showcases tremendous athletes and spirit. 
Bringing the world’s largest annual gay sporting event back to Columbus 
speaks volumes for our community’s capacity to be a generous host city. 

It’s just another reason we are growing on the world’s sporting map.
                                     – Linda Logan, Executive Director
                                       Greater Columbus Sports Commission

GSWS2020.COM GSWS2020.COM



WHAT IS THE GSWS? 
In 2015, members of the Columbus Lesbian and Gay Softball Association (CLGSA) 
and our allies in the community came together to host the the largest, annual gay 
sporting event held in one complex in the world, the Gay Softball World Series 
(GSWS). Although we were confident in our ability to provide a good experience, 
no one imagined how successful the events would be and the impact it would 
have on the individuals involved and the City of Columbus. 

SO WHAT DO YOU SAY? JOIN US AND LET’S DO IT AGAIN!

PAST ECONOMIC IMPACT
2015 GSWS  Past Gay 
Softball World Series have 
produced impressive 
economic results and 
positively affected the host 
community in a number of 
beneficial ways. An analysis 
of individual spending and 
economic impact by The 
City of Columbus paints 
a very clear picture.
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PART OF THE STORY OF THE GSWS IS CHARITY. 
Since 1990, NAGAAA has included a charity event as part 

of the GSWS. Originally, in response to the LGBTQ+ 
community’s needs, NAGAAA focused these events on 

benefitting grassroots organizations that focused on 
providing services to those infected and affected by HIV 

and AIDS. For the first time ever, the 2020 GSWS will 
expand its charitable efforts to address other rapidly 
growing issues the community faces–mental health 

and suicide prevention. 

Over the course of the year leading up to the 2020 GSWS, 
we will build awareness of these crucial issues, while 

raising money both locally and nationally to benefit 
our designated charities, Kaleidoscope 

Youth Center and The Trevor Project. 

Join US and help us reduce feelings of isolation and 
suicide attempts within the LGBTQ+ community.

 –where they come from, what they do–the stuff that 
makes them who they are. Softball is filled with 
stories–each one personal and unique. They are stories 
of competition, of finding your inner athlete, of building
a home, making a friend or creating a family.

Everyone has a softball story. Some are of the game-winning 
play or the day they took home the medal, but more often 
than not, the stories speak to how softball changed 
someone’s life–built someone’s confidence, helped 
someone find hope or made someone feel they wanted 
to live again. 

In August 2020, more than 250 teams, comprised of 6000+ 
players, coaches and fans from across the United States and 
Canada will descend on Columbus, Ohio to participate in 
9 days of events, where they will continue to create 
more stories. That’s what NAGAAA and the 
GSWS are built on. 
SOFTBALL…IT’S 
MORE THAN A GAME.

EVERYONE HAS A STORY

For Columbus to earn the right to host this prestigious event for the 
third time showcases the public and private partnerships that make 
The Columbus Way possible for everyone. We can’t wait to show our 

guests what Columbus brings to the table.
                                        – Mayor Andrew J. Ginther

We know that for many LGBTQ+ people, softball creates a 
sense of community, erases their loneliness and helps them 

feel more connected.  Quite literally, softball saves lives. 
                                                  – Dallas Aldridge, Executive Director 
                          GSWS Columbus


