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Inspiring Colour 
The COVID-19 pandemic has been challenging and we 
all crave a fresh start. Our design and colour 
directions reflect this desire for renewal and the 
environments that support this. For some of us it’s 
quiet, reflective spaces, for others a little 
flamboyance is needed to lift the spirits. In this issue, 
you’ll not only find the style that reflects your 
personality, but also practical guidance in choosing the 
best colours and combos to bring your vision to life. 

Whle we tend to be instinctive when it comes to the 
styles we like, making those paint colour decisions for 
a project can be overwhelming for even the most 
confident decorator. In Inspiring Colour, we’ll show 
you how to decorate successfully with colour; from 
understanding how colour theory can help you 
combine colours, to style inspiration and decorating 
tips. We hope that within these pages you’ll find 
everything you need to colour with confidence.
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Colour Theory Masterclass

Become a colour 
expert with our 
colour harmony 

guide and discover 
the secret to getting 

it right every time.

TRENDS 
FOR 2021 
and beyond
Create your dream home with 
inspiration from our new style 
and colour directions.

Introducing
Beautiful colour inspiration 
for the year ahead.

Outside is the new inside.

COOL SIDE
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The secret’s in the undertone!

WHICH 
GREY

BE AUTIFUL 
HARMONIES

From light reflecting 
neutrals to elegant 
midtones and 
immersive darks, 
there’s a colour scheme 
to suit every style.

Tranquil Moment Fresh Haven Precious Nature Eclectic Dream

INSPIRING COLOUR 2021
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COLOUR THEORY COLOUR 
HARMONIES

COOL COLOURS

The colours that appear 
beside blue, green and violet 

are cool. With associations 
to the sea, sky and sheltering 

foliage they can be used to 
good effect in rooms that call 
for relaxation and calm, such 
as bedrooms, bathrooms and 

workspaces. Cool colours 
are recessive and create 

an illusion of pushing back 
walls, thereby making a small 

room look larger. Use cool 
colours in sunny rooms to 

counterbalance the effects of 
direct sun light. 

WARM COLOURS

The colour wheel can be 
divided in half, with warm 
colours on one side and cool 
colours on the other. Reds, 
yellows and oranges are 
universally associated with 
the warmth of the sun and 
fire and naturally heat up 
a room. These colours are 
a good choice for kitchens, 
dining rooms, living rooms, 
and playrooms. Warm colours 
tend to ‘advance’ and can 
make rooms appear smaller, 
this makes them ideal for 
making larger spaces feel 
more cosy.

COLOUR TERMS 

THE COLOUR WHEEL

The colour wheel is an essential decorating tool. Use it to create a synergy 
between the colours you like and colours that harmonise with them.

HUE

Hue is simply another 
word for colour. It is the 
quality that distinguishes 
one colour family
from another.

SATURATION

Saturation refers to 
the relative intensity, 
brightness or purity of a 
colour in relation to grey. 
The most saturated colour 
is intense and pure with 
no grey added. 

TINT

A tint is a variation of any 
colour mixed with white 
and is therefore lighter 
than the original colour 
with low saturation. 

SHADE

This is the result of adding 
black to any colour to 
create a darker version of 
the original colour.

UNDERTONE

The subtle underlying 
colour of a hue is its 
undertone. Olive Green  
is green with an undertone 
of yellow.

TONE

Tones are created by 
adding both black and 
white to a colour and are 
softer in appearance than 
a pure colour.

MONOCHROMATIC

The simplest of harmonies, monochromatic 
schemes use various tints, tones and shades 
from the same hue.

ANALOGOUS

A blended scheme incorporating two or  
more colours that sit side by side on the 
colour wheel.

COMPLEMENTARY

A complementary scheme uses colours that 
appear directly opposite or nearly opposite on 
the colour wheel.

SPLIT COMPLEMENT

A split-complementary combination is one 
colour paired with two colours on either side 
of the original colour’s direct complement.

TRIADIC

A triadic scheme includes any three equally 
spaced colours on the colour wheel. 

Colour harmony helps you choose colours that  will not only look good 
but that will feel good too. To achieve the best harmony, include the 

colours of your furnishings and accessories alongside your paint.

COLOUR THEORY

DOUBLE COMPLEMENT

Double complementary harmonies feature 
two sets of complementary colours that sit next to 
and across from each other on the colour wheel.

INSPIRING COLOUR 2021

HARRIS PAINTS | CHAMPIONSOFCOLOUR.COM



COLOUR IN PRACTICE: 
HARMONIES

COMPLEMENTARYMONOCHROMATIC

Subtle and sophisticated, a 
monochromatic scheme is a great  
way to bring interest into a small 
kitchen. Here, base cabinets in a 
white with a hint of blue harmonise 
with a mid-blue wall feature and a 
splash of a stronger blue as an  
accent to furniture.

DOUBLE COMPLEMENT ANALOGOUS

Once you recognise a complementary 
pair, you’ll spot them everywhere in 
art and design. If this inspires you, a 
double complementary is a striking 
scheme for a simple four colour 
mural. Use decorator’s tape for your 
design and make sure to let each 
layer dry before beginning the next. 

If an all-pink bedroom scheme feels 
too saccharine sweet, or you’re 
looking to create a more grown-up 
mood, just bring in some green to 
complement the pink. Bed linen in 
fresh white and featuring both colours 
brings the whole scheme together.

Choosing colours that sit next to each 
other on a colour wheel is a stylish 
way to connect individual spaces. But 
there’s one place in the home where 
the continued flow of an analogous 
group makes this harmony the perfect 
choice, and that’s on painted stair 
treads or spindles. 

Happy Tune 
0648

Skylla 
0640

Sea of Atlantis 
0653

Fantastic Pink
0076

Weekend Retreat 
0035

Heat of Summer 
1025

Tropical Tale 
0717

Bridgewater Bay 
0650

Green Sheen
0764

Stillwater 
0687

Island Moment 
0695

Divine Inspiration 
0649

COLOUR THEORY INSPIRING COLOUR 2021
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COLOUR IN PRACTICE: 
PROPORTIONS

60/30/10 is a simple guide to planning your colour proportions when you’re decorating. 
This is especially helpful in kitchens where cabinets may be the most dominant feature.

60% Dominant colour of the space | 30% Complementing the dominant colour | 10% Accent colour to the space

60 /30 /10 FORMUL A

Add definition to a predominantly white kitchen with an island and 
fittings in a dark grey and complementing appliances in chrome. 

Barely White 0021 | Thunderstorm 0514 | Polished Chrome

Make green the feature in a small kitchen by adding 
furniture that connects the cabinets to the seating area. 

Soft white walls and natural wood bring light and warmth.

Green Knoll 0760 | White Fence 0027 | Wood Grain

Wood Grain | Twinkle Twinkle 0355 | Black Licorice 0529

Light wood cabinets 
are a key direction for 
kitchens; bring balance 
with a clean white as a 
secondary proportion  
and a natural black as  
an accent.

Bring some personality to a mostly grey kitchen with the 
main wall space in a bold blue, and secondary walls in a 
soft white to match the countertops. 

Fireplace Mantel 0569 | Wish Upon a Star 0668 | Elk Skin 0565
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WHICH GREY  Choosing the right grey can be overwhelming.  
A simple tip is to use your favourite colour as the 
undertone and you’ll find your perfect match.

OUTSIDE IN

If you’re a nature lover 
and your home is filled 
with plants, a green cast 
grey creates a subtle 
backdrop. Explore the 
red complement to green 
with a balance of rich 
warm wood accessories.

Fossilized
0581

Rippled Rock
0580

Power Lunch
0572

DARK DESIGNS

Enhance the warmth of a 
red undertone with soft 
pinks and light natural 
woods. Balance cooler 
blue and green cast 
greys with warm metals 
and complements of 
orange and red.

Smokescreen
0556

Tornado Wind
0584

Greybeard
0528

SUNNY VIBES

If you’re drawn to warm sunny colours opt for a grey with a yellow 
undertone. Perfect for light filled rooms and a natural partner to 
floors and worktops in pale stone and wood.

MELLOW MOOD

Classic and reassuring, the brown-hued greys found readily in 
nature are an ideal choice for social spaces. Enhance a welcoming 

atmosphere with accessories in a mix of natural textures. 

Thistle Gray
0197

Sultry Castle
0562

Whale Bone
0203

Cloudy Today
0568

Powder Cake
0202

Sheepskin
0566

INSPIRING COLOUR 2021COLOUR FOCUS
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 Simply
Calm

Look to the quiet beauty 
of the world outdoors, 
and experience being at 
one with nature in your 
own home.

Plume Grass 
0414

Vegetarian 
0430

Apple Crisp 
0247

Mover and Shaker 
0158

Light Lichen 
0211

Dove White 
0018

Film Noir 
0144

inspiration
Amid the hustle and bustle 
of everyday life, taking the 
time to pause and connect 
with the colours of nature 
can have a profound effect 
on our wellbeing. Here, soft 
earth and foliage tones 
blend seamlessly with gentle 
neutrals and natural materials 
to create environments to 
calm and reassure. 

NATURAL TOUCHES

Ceramic vases of dried 
flowers and seed heads 

bring timeless beauty.

 Tranquil
Moment

CALM TONES 

Add interest with 
beautiful, layered colour 
and texture.
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REL  AXED 
DINING
Simple and stress free - 
a matt lacquered wood 
table and chairs with 
natural leather and 
atmospheric walls 
painted in Light Lichen.
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REST AND 
RESTORE 

Create a soothing feature 
wall with deep brown 
Mover and Shaker, 
and trim with Light 
Lichen and soft Dove 
White. Enhance this 
restful mood with casual 
bedding in neutral linen 
and wool.

SIMPLE LINES

Bring a subtle structured contrast with 
paint trims in off-black Film Noir and 
add soft furnishings and accessories 
with fine monochrome details.

come 
inside…
From bleached and blackened 
wood to linens and dried 
grasses, explore natural 
textures and bring this neutral 
colour scheme to life.

Light Lichen 
0211

Dove White 
0018
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NATURALLY 
REFINED

Natural doesn’t need to 
be rugged or rustic. Add 
some refinement to a 
nature inspired bathroom 
with pale wood and  
bristle brushes, smooth 
stone and delicate 
handmade soaps.

FRESH GREENS

Ideal for sunny spaces, 
the soft greyed green of 

Plume Grass has an easy 
neutral feel. Enhance with 

warm natural woods and 
indoor plants. For a fresh 
monochrome kitchen pair 

deep green Vegetarian 
with Dove White. 

“These subtle nature-
inspired tones are our 
new favourite neutrals 

for 2021.

Plume Grass 
0414

Vegetarian 
0430
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HOME SPA

Relaxed warm tones, 
smoked glass and 
botanical touches 
complete a home spa 
experience. Get the look 
with wall in soft earth 
Apple Crisp and pair with 
Vegetarian, then simply 
add candlelight and relax.
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Imagine the tingle of sea breeze on your skin, an uninterrupted 
view of an endless blue horizon and the calm of being between 
the sea and the sky. Here, we capture that emotion in a series of 
natural blues, easy neutrals and a soft sun-bleached red.

inspiration

Fresh Haven
Quiet Peace 

0592

Blue Depths 
0626

Smoky Wings 
0553

Singing in the Rain 
0478

Polished Cotton 
0629

Marble Pink 
0057

Always Neutral 
0559

Clear your mind, and 
cast your cares away 
with the mood lifting 
feel of calm seas and 
open skies.
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TIN  Y TOUCHES

With this cool blue and 
neutral tonal palette, these 
tiny accents of warmth in 
colour and pattern add 
definition and bring the 
colour scheme together. 
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come inside…

VERSATILE RED

The soft red of Marble Pink brings 
a cheerful accent to wooden 

chairs in a sunny farmhouse style 
kitchen in Always Neutral. It also 
makes a beautiful all-over colour 

for a relaxing bedroom; style 
it with neutral and natural bed 

linens and pillows.

The hardworking neutral Smoky 
Wings is ideal for keeping busy 
family areas looking smart. At the 
end of the day, head to a relaxing 
bathroom in all-over Polished 
Cotton to unwind.

“Find the perfect neutral 
and make your feature 

colour shine.

Always Neutral 
0559

Marble Pink 
0057

INSPIRING COLOUR 2021COLOUR TRENDS
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CAP TURE YOUR MOOD

For light filled bedrooms, Always Neutral is 
timeless, while the deep blue of Quiet Peace 
is the perfect hue to lull your little one to 
sleep. Subtle grey-green Singing in the Rain 
is an effortlessly stylish colour for any living 
space, and your neutral kitchen will thank you 
for an accent of calm Blue Depth.

BOHO BLI  SS

Style up a light boho 
bedroom with natural 
cotton or luxury 
stonewashed linen 
bedding.

TRUE BLUE

Eclectic pieces can bring your bathroom 
alive with colour and pattern. Here we 
feaure a blue and white porcelain basin.

Singing in the Rain 
0478

Quiet Peace 
0592
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Precious
 Nature

Welcome a little 
indulgence back into 
your life and immerse 
yourself in the beauty 
of the most precious 
elements of nature. 

Parlor Rose 
0060

Sweet Baby Rose 
1067

Canter Peach 
1015

Baby Sprout 
0134

Victorian Violet 
1305

Child of the Moon 
0914

Purple Shadow 
1215

If your dream home is 
sublimely elegant and 
effortlessly luxurious, look 
no further than this nature 
inspired colour palette. 
Designed for immersive 
layering of colour; cool smoky 
purples, rich warmth and a 
whisper soft shell hue are all 
the elements you need.

inspiration

CL ASSIC TOUCHES

Antique and contemporary 
elements work beautifully 

together when they share a 
timeless appeal. Enhance both 

the decor and ambience of your 
space with scented candles in 

gilded coloured glass jars.

GILDED GL AMOUR

Bring some gold into your 
bedroom to create a sense 
of grandeur and luxury.
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 come inside…

BRING IT TOGE  THER

Patterned wallcoverings call 
for the perfect paint harmony. 
Use the darkest shade of 
the print for woodwork and 
decorate adjoining rooms 
with all-over walls painted in 
the main print hue.

ALL THE ROSES

Layer up the warmth with 
walls in Sweet Baby Rose 
and Parlor Rose. Add pillows 
and throws to complement or 
contrast in smoky purples and 
cool greys. 

Parlor Rose 
0060

“Start with a single 
rich hue and build an 

opulent mood with print, 
pattern and statement 

accessories.

Sweet Baby Rose 
1067
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SMOK Y MOOD

Nothing says luxury quite like the 
perfect shade of smoky purple. 
Designed to work in tonal harmony, 
the inky depth of Purple Shadow lives 
up to its name, with Victorian Violet 
bringing a contrasting lightness.  

In colour theory, purple and yellow 
are complementary colours, so here, 
antique golden tones are the ideal 
harmony to these shaded violets both 
as an upholstery colour and in metal 
fixtures and fittings.

SOF  T SCANDI

Be inspired by classic Scandinavian 
styling. Decorate with clean lines and 
incorporate natural materials.

LUXURY BATHING

Perfect your period style 
bathroom with walls 
in Purple Shadow and 
crisp black and white 
monochrome tiles and trim.

Baby Sprout 
0134

Purple Shadow 
1215

Victorian Violet 
1305

Canter Peach 
1015

SUBTLE STATEMENT

There’s a timeless elegance to the 
more restrained colours of the Precious 
Nature collection. Baby Sprout, a warm 
mid-tone neutral is a perfectly subtle 
backdrop for feminine touches of pink 
and rosy gold tones in bedrooms. For a 
soft but contemporary mood, pair the 
uplifting colour Canter Peach with modern 
furnishings in cool grey and white.
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ECLECTIC 
      Dream

Let your imagination run 
free and bring a touch of 
playfulness into your space. 

Arizona Stone 
0697

Enchanted Evening 
0673

Deco Pink 
1141

Odyssey Lilac 
1218

Coin Purse 
0896

Lemon Poppy 
0927

Rain Boots 
0802

INSPIRATION
We all need a little fun, and whether it’s entertaining family and friends or simply 
finding those moments of delight for yourself, it’s something we’ve all been missing. 
So, here we’ve designed a story to lift the spirits. Put a smile on everyone’s face with 
easy neutrals, on trend pastels and natural greens that come together in a mood 
boosting palette that’s deceptively simple to use.

TALKING PIECES

Conversational decorative 
touches bring colour 
and personality to 
your scheme. 

CONFIDENT 
COMPLEMENTS

Lilac and yellow are a perfect 
complementary pair. 
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COME 
INSIDE…
With the help of our guide to 
Colour Theory you’ll discover how 
decorating with bold colours is 
simpler than you imagined!

Perfect a bold colour 
statement with a neutral 
touch. Define a dynamic 
complementary pair of 
Deco Pink and green 
Arizona Stone with 
accents of black and 
white or bring a softening 
tonal balance to the 
vibrance of Lemon Poppy 
by adding a lighter, yellow 
based neutral. 

MELLOW YELLOW

Lemon Poppy 
0927

Deco Pink 
1141

“Transform your home 
from tired to inspired 

with gorgeous uplifting 
colours that call  
for celebration.
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LIVELY NEUTRAL S

Neutral coloured furnishings give the 
freedom to explore new possibilities in 
paint colour. Here, a gentle combination 
of complementary Odyssey Lilac and 
Coin Purse adds a touch of personality 
to a relaxed bedroom mood.

CONNECTING COLOURS

Painted furniture is a flexible way to 
bring colour into your room and is easy 
to change when you want a refresh. Coin 
Purse cabinetry connects the lighter 
wall and deeper toned furnishings in this 
light and cheery room. 

For a bolder look, paint woods in a 
colour featured in your upholstery, 
drapes or floorcovering, then add small 
accessories to bring the look together.

COLOUR CONVERSATIONS

Create a satement by coordinating 
occasional furniture with lively 
wallcoverings or other textiles.

HOMELY ACCENTS

For a beautiful, homely feel, 
the natural yellow-green of 
Rain Boots brings a lovely 
mellow accent to a warm 
neutral scheme. 

Coin Purse 
0896

Rain Boots 
0802

Odyssey Lilac 
1218
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CRAF T Y KIDS

M A G I C  M A K E O V E R S Whether you have a whole weekend free, or even just 
a couple of hours, a splash of paint is the easiest and 
most cost friendly way for anyone to transform a space.

TREND ALERT

The trend for coloured 
woodwork as a feature 
makes an ideal 
weekend project for 
older children and 
teens. Simply choose 
your favourite colour 
from existing bedding 
or wall art as 
inspiration. Painting 
doors, closets, 
shelves, wooden 
desks and chairs in a 
single hue brings the 
whole room together. 

INSTANT 
UPDATE 

If you’re tired of your 
blank white walls 
but short on time, a 
feature inspired by 
period dado rails could 
be the makeover for 
you. Use decorator’s 
tape to create a 
straight line just  
above the height 
of your chair backs 
before you paint a 
fresh solid colour in 
the lower section. Melbourne

0725

Pout
0125

Primrose Path
0938

Seashell Pink
1126

Orleans Tune
0658

Sweetness
0765

Kids love to put their 
personality into their own 
bedrooms, but you might 
not want to let them loose 
on a whole wall just yet. 
A great mini project is to 
take a set of inexpensive 
wooden house shelves 
and let your little ones get 
creative with your leftover 
house paints.
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Cool Side

From a simple porch to 
the smallest balcony, 
anyone can make 
an outside space a 
retreat. We’ve created a 
beautiful cooling nature 
inspired colour palette 
to offset the glare of the 
sun, and we don’t think 
you’ll ever want to go 
back inside!

Earthen Cheer 
0465

Lighthouse View 
0476

Wood Shadow 
0205

November Storms 
0543

Mystic Fog 
0019

“With many of us 
socialising more outside, 

it’s time to treat your 
exterior spaces to  

a makeover.

BE BOLD

High contrast never 
looked so good. It’s the 
green foliage and natural 
wood elements that bring 
a welcoming finish to a 
dramatic black and white 
scheme. For a softer 
look, try this deep natural 
green with off-white trim.

SMALL IS 
BE AUTIFUL
For a perfect day-to-
evening atmosphere 
try complementing 
statement garden 
furniture with a tonal or 
matching wall colour.
Even the smallest outside 
space becomes a retreat 
with privacy fencing in 
a natural off-black. Add 
contrasting furniture and 
decorative touches in 
lighter coloured materials 
for a contemporary mood.

Handwoven cushions  
by Lene Bjerre
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