| started thisweek's project, not to be challenged by
the Window Sash Kit, but to do a Mission Style Mirror
for my Son and Daughter-in-Law. Having visited them in
their new homein San Francisco, | thought they could
usesuch amirror. They liked the idea and decided that a
mirror 50" X 33" would fit thelong wall of the dining
room just fine.

Through the magic of computer paint programs, this
wasthe drawing superimposed on their dining room wall.
[Note, now you can seethat he gets his good looks from
hisfather, except he has slightly more hair.]

Now, let me explain up front, that | have not seen any
Mission Style Mirrors, sothisis purefancy on my part. |
will make it with quarter-sawn white oak, so at least that
much will be authentic.

TheWindow Sash Kit isfrom CMT. Whilethebitsare
great, theinstructions are a little confusing. Checking
other manufacturers' instructionsdidn't help.

If you take alook at the bitsin thefirst picture, above,
you will seethe basic profile. That part iseasy. The
confusing part isin the window joinery. For the moment,
we will skip that, but | promise, | will figureit out and
put it up on the site next week.

Since |l am making amirror, | will miter the corners
just as| would a frame and avoid the mortise and tenon
that would normally bein awindow. | do want to figure
that out, so I will come back to that.




After making avery rough sketch and list of materials,
| visited my local hardwood supplier and picked up some
very nice quarter-sawn white oak that was1 1/2" thick. |
needed 1 3/8" in order to properly run the profile of the
window sash bits. The bit'srabbet cutsa 1/2" width
enough for a 1/4" glassmirror and a /4" plywood
backing board.

Several passesthrough my thickness sander brought the
boardsto theright thickness and did a nice job of
smoothing the surface.

| first wanted to test the bitsmainly to seeif they were
"matched" and if | could change from one bit to the other
without resetting router height.

It didn't take long to route the edge on onelength and
then change bits, and route the end on the mating piece.

The piecesfit exactly with no height adjustment
between bits. That helpsa great deal sincetherewill be
| quite abit of switching bits before thismirror has been
completed.

I have now ripped the four sides of themirror. | added
afew extrainchesto allow for some end trimming. [
Thefirst shaping task will be to run the sash profile on =+
the edges of each of the frame members. i
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http://www.woodshopdemos.com/menu2.htm
http://www.woodshopdemos.com/cmt-sa2.htm
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