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FOR ALL AGES & STAGES



At Magic Beans, we don’t want to sell you 

just ANY toys: we want you to find the 

perfect fit for your growing family and 

your lifestyle. 

This buying guide is just the first step on 

the way to discovering products you’ll truly 

love: after you read through this guide: 

talk to us! Call us at 866-600-BEAN, email 
guides@mbeans.com, or book a FREE 
consultation by clicking here!

WELCOME TO OUR BUYING GUIDE!
We’re here to help.
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Kids sharpen their physical, mental, 

and emotional skills through play. 

Choosing the right toys for their 

developmental stages will ensure 

that they enjoy their gifts, and learn 

from them, too.

This chart is designed to make it 

easier to match the right toy to 

the right kid at the right age. And 

don’t forget: our expert staff at 

our stores and online can make 

great suggestions if you need 

help finding the perfect gift.

“PLAY IS THE WORK OF THE CHILD”!
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FINDING THE RIGHT TOY: AGE & GENDER
0-3

MONTHS
3-6

MONTHS
6-12

MONTHS
12-18

MONTHS
18-24

MONTHS
2-3

YEARS
3-4

YEARS
4-6

YEARS
6-12

YEARS

GIRLS

BOYS

UNISEX

Soft dolls. Pretend-play dolls 
and accessories.

Tea party sets. 
Tutus. Simple 

craft kits.

Hula hoops. 
Purses and 

jewelry. Calico 
Critters.

Beading, 
stamping, Sticky 
Mosaics. More 

complex craft kits.

Detail-oriented craft 
kits. Nail polish. 

Miniatures. Journals. 
Room décor.

Simple cars and 
trucks.

Plastic 
animals and 

figurines.

Wooden railroad 
sets. DUPLO 

blocks. Bruder 
trucks.

Sports equipment. 
LEGO sets. 

Matchbox cars. 
Action figures.

More sports 
equipment. 
Boy-centric 

construction toys. 
Spy gear. Magic 

sets. 
R/C vehicles. 

Hot Wheels sets.

Physical 
challenge toys 

(Ripstick, yoyos). 
Complex LEGO 
sets. Robotics. 

Bakugan/Redakai.

Play mats, 
grasping toys, 

wrist/foot rattles. 
Toys with high-

contrast black and 
white patterns. 
Mobiles. Board 

books with faces

Play gyms, 
teething toys, 
grasping toys, 

peek-a-boo toys. 
Board books and 

music.

Follow-me toys, 
push walkers, play 
tables, blocks, and 
stackers. Fill and 
spill toys, linking 

rings, instruments. 
Finger puppets.

Push and pull 
toys. Pounding 

toys. Balls. 
Crayons. Shape 

sorters.

Riding and 
bouncing toys. 
Wedgits. Bead 
mazes. Stuffed 

animals and 
puppets. 

Art supplies.

Tricycles. 
Play-Doh. Puzzles. 
Dress-up clothing 
sets. Magna-Tiles. 

Play kitchen 
and food.

Bikes and scooters. 
Preschool games. 

Floor puzzles. 
Playmobil. Lots 
of make-believe 

props.

Storybooks, science 
kits, Playmobil 
sets, advanced 

construction toys, 
elementary games, 
dramatic play sets.

Family games. 
Card games. Word 

games. Chapter 
books. 3D puzzles. 

PlasmaCar. 
Video games.
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FINDING THE RIGHT TOY: AGE & SKILL
0-3

MONTHS
3-6

MONTHS
6-12

MONTHS
12-18

MONTHS
18-24

MONTHS
2-3

YEARS
3-4

YEARS
4-6

YEARS
6-12

YEARS

Broad, jerky 
movements 

like startle and 
kicking.

Head and 
chest raised on 

tummy; rolls 
over.

Sits unsupported 
and crawls. Pulls 
up to standing.

Walk and run. 
Push and pull. 

Carry items 
around.

Tosses a ball. 
Walks up steps. 
Opens cabinets 

and drawers. 
Walks backwards.

Throws and catches 
a ball. Walks on 

tiptoes. Alternates 
feet on steps. Kicks 

a ball. Jumps. 
Pedals a trike.

Balances on one 
foot and hops. 
Catches balls. 

Moves back and 
forth with agility.

Balances on one 
foot 10 seconds 
or more. Hops. 
Somersaults. 

Swings. Climbs. 
Maybe skips.

Develops muscle 
coordination almost 
akin to adult’s. Hard 

to balance high-
energy and quiet 

time.

Hands in fists, 
hands in mouth.

Brings hand to 
mouth, plays 

with toes. 
Early hand-eye 
coordination.

Moves toys from 
one hand to the 

other. Shakes 
a rattle. Pincer 

grasp. Clap. Fill 
and spill activities.

Pulls off clothing. 
Turns pages in a 
book. Scribbles 
with crayons. 
Stacks blocks.

Drinks from a 
straw. Uses a 

fork. Stacks 3-4 
blocks. Operates 
mechanical toys.

Opens doors, 
holds a crayon, 

builds a BIG 
tower, puts on 

shoes.

Draws circle and 
square shapes 

and basic people. 
Uses scissors. 
Writes some 

letters.

Draws triangle and 
other geometric 
shapes. Draws 
people. Prints 

some letters. Uses 
all utensils to eat.

Penmanship and 
artistic ability 

emerge. Small 
muscle control 
makes it easier 
to manipulate 

things.

May turn 
towards familiar 

sounds and 
voices.

Babble sounds 
like talking (and 
sometimes is). 
Understands 
some words, 
recognizes 

name.

Starts to speak 
(8-10 words at 

least). Says names 
of familiar things. 
Asks for things by 
pointing or with 

words.

Forms sentences. 
Rapid vocabulary 

development. 
Says names of 
toys. Hums or 
sings. Repeats 

words.

Uses 3-5 word 
sentences. Asks 
short questions. 

Uses plurals. 
Repeats simple 
rhymes. Knows 
some colors.

Clear speech. 
Mastery over 
grammar. 5-6 

word sentences. 
Tells stories. 

Knows same vs. 
different.

Tells longer 
stories. Knows 

name and 
address. Uses 

future tense. Pre-
reading and early 

reading.

Hones reading 
and writing skills. 
Builds vocabulary, 

grammar, and 
spelling.

Prefers 
high-contrast 

patterns. Tracks 
moving objects.

Follows moving 
objects, 

recognizes 
familiar people 

and objects 
from a distance.

Copies sounds 
and actions. 
Dances to 

music. Object 
permanence. 
Goal-seeking.

Identifies 
objects. 

Follows 1-step 
directions. Looks 
for items that are 

out of sight.

Takes things 
apart. Finds 

missing items. 
Sorts shapes and 

colors. Begins 
to make believe. 
Enjoys repetition.

Improved 
attention span and 

memory. Knows 
some shapes and 

numbers. Pretends 
well. Plays alone.

Knows colors and 
numbers (1-10). 
Some problem-
solving. Clear 
sense of time. 

Inventive fantasy 
play.

Counts 10 or more 
objects. Knows 

colors and things 
in the home. 
Understands 
opposites.

Masters 
sequencing and 

order. Builds 
on math skills. 

Advanced 
problem-solving. 
Greater memory.

Will notice and 
smile at faces. 
Will smile at 

people. Quiets 
when soothed.

Smiles and 
laughs 

socially. Enjoys 
playtime.

Shows affection, 
separation anxiety, 

apprehension 
towards strangers. 

Responds to 
others’ distress.

Laughs at silly 
things. Asks for 

people by name. 
Seeks attention. 

Competes for toys.

Enthusiastic about 
other kids. Imitates 
parents. Acts shy. 
Shows awareness 

of approval/
disapproval.

Helps with simple 
tasks. Tries to make 
people laugh. Plays 
spontaneously with 
other kids. Assigns 

roles in pretend 
play. Talks about 

feelings.

Cooperates 
with other kids. 

Negotiates. 
Dresses and 

undresses. Curious 
about new things.

Wants to please 
friends. Will take 
turns and follow 
rules. Likes to 

sing, dance, and 
act. Understands 

difference between 
fantasy and reality.

Differentiates 
between right 

and wrong. 
Practices caring 

and compassion. 
Competitive drive 

increases.

GROSS MOTOR
SKILLS

FINE MOTOR
SKILLS

LANGUAGE
SKILLS

INTELLECTUAL
SKILLS

SOCIAL
SKILLS
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NEED SOME ADVICE 
CHOOSING A TOY?

WE’D LOVE TO HELP YOU.

Call us at 866-600-BEAN, email 

guides@mbeans.com, or book a FREE 

consultation by clicking here.



At Magic Beans, our mission is to make life easier for parents (and more fun, too). We aren’t 
just here to sell you things: we’re here to find solutions and tools to make every day go just a 

little more smoothly for you. We get it, because we’re parents too!

Our selection of strollers, baby gear, and toys for all ages are all selected for quality, 
convenience, and innovation, and they’re all available in two convenient spots: in our six 

stores, and on our award-winning website, mbeans.com.

BOSTON · CAMBRIDGE · WELLESLEY

mbeans.com · 617-264-2326 · mbeans.com/spillingthebeans

facebook.com/magicbeans

@MagicBeansVideos

@mbeans
@mbeansdotcom


