288
&P
g-

i

i
s

e CENIM 15508




F ™
.
'.,._.-'

g

new—but this time

et crunched u

the mmmulmﬂm of all things woodstock is I'H.'ﬂ'ilz
it just might stick. by rebecca willa davis,

D

photographed by nlchnlas routzen

*THE PEQPLE OF this couniry should be proud

of those kids,” an on-duty officer says of festival-
goers in the 1870 documeniary Woodstock, bafore
adding, *Mat withstanding the way they dress or wear
iFsr har—that's their own personal businpss.”

Likix masry cihars who wane o Woodstock=the thrse-
day music leatival that took place in Bethal, Mew Yark,
40 years ago—-the somewhat-beluddied cop realized
ihat the upwards of 400,000 atiendees represenisd a
ronumental shift in music, poktics, and-yes=avan har
stylos. After a decade of big bouffants and cumbersama
ga-go baoats, the natural look that this generadion
embraced was as shocking as the bands they jammad ko,

O course, sponding & weekend sans eyeliner and pomade
wasn't really & choles for many Woodstock revelers; there
was tao much rain fo keep hair dry and too few bathrooms
to privately preen. The closest they got to having a beauty
naudine was a daily dunk in the nearby lake, where products like
Dr. Bronner's Magic Scap were usad 1o clean bodias, shave
armpits, and scrub heads. That the aquatic frolicking bed o
fodad nuddy, well, no ane really seamed 1o bat an aye at i,

i was a freedom that subsequent Weadstock gatherings
warg newer able fo replcate, In 1878, 30 people attanded
an annivorsary celebration. In 1984, fostival-goers threw mud
o thi bands, rather than just shide arownd in L In 1880, thers
wag violance and anger instead of peace and lowe, with MTY
pullng cut #s crew and the New York State Troopors: sbruptiy
ahuthng the festeal down, And while small-scale celabrations
are scheduled for thes menth in hanor of fs guadrennial,
thare's no attempl 1o cempletoly resurmect Woodsiock.

Which doasn't mean that the spiit dossn’t ke on, In

fact, 2008 is shaping up to ba Eke 1968 in mons widys than one:

Wie've got a never-anding war abroad, a culture war al hame,
and a politically active generation of young voters. This summar,
mara than 13 books on the kestival are cOming oul, a Eng

of hippie-nspired merchandse is hiting shahwas at Target,

and the Ang Lee-directed Taking Woodstock is being released.
Musizally, bands ke Fleet Fowes ere modem incamations of some
of tha folk musicians who ook 1o the Waoodstack stage. And the
lazl lew ydars have saan & boom in summer music Testivals,
drawing cromds of fie-dye-lumc-wearing, leather-sandal-sporting,
beadod-haadband-rocking atiendess at events across the
country, Giranted, it might be a bit sasier 1o pull off an auw natural
lock, with all-natural dry shampoos, luse eco-friendly soaps, and
argans-cation denim laking ko space on our shebaes, But there's
no doubt that YWoodstock, the ulimate music expenience, has
affecind overything, from the festvals we attend 1o the cutfits we
waar o them. Pumping cur fists as MLLA, recites political poetry
Iike @ 29st-cantury Joan Banz? Tha times, they ame a-changin,’
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