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Avocado

Planting & Growing Guide

Questions? Contact us at (888) 784-1722 or helpdesk@groworganic.com

ACCLIMATING YOUR NEW TREE

When your tree arrives, remove the plastic (for keeping the soil in place
for shipping). Do not put your tree into full sun immediately, it has been
grown in a greenhouse and must be acclimated slowly to prevent shock.
For about 2 weeks, keep the tree in a location that gets indirect light

or an area that gets only about 2 hours of direct sun (morning is best).
After the acclimation period is over, plant your avocado in a spot that
gets at least 8 hours of direct sun.

CULTURAL REQUIREMENTS

For successful fruit production the trees should be grown in the ground
with well drained soil, in sunny, wind- free locations. Do not plant a new
avocado tree in a space where an old tree died as there may be disease
in the soil. If you have heavy clay soil try planting your avocado tree in
a 12-18" tall raised bed. Most trees will grow to a full size of 25 feet +,
therefore site selection is very important.

PLANTING & GROWING

Avocados have a very sensitive root system and all care should be taken
when removing the plant from the pot. The planting hole should be three
times the width of the root system and the same depth. If your soil is
heavy clay, amend the soil with compost and you can plant in a raised
bed at least 12" tall by 6" wide. Plant no deeper than the soil level in the
pot. Do not mound up soil around the trunk of the tree. Cut the pot on
opposite sides to peel back the container from the root and soil mass.
Do not disturb the roots in any way!

WATER

In containers, avocados need consistent and frequent watering.
Avocados in the ground prefer infrequent, deep root watering. Do

not overhead water your avocados. It is best to allow trees to dry out
somewhat before you apply water again. This can help prevent root rot.
A soil moisture meter can be a helpful tool for determining when your
tree needs water. To help retain soil moisture and improve soil quality,
apply a 3-4" layer of mulch in spring and fall, under the canopy of the
tree. Keep mulch at least 6" away from the trunk of the tree.
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Check Out Our How-to Videos & Articles

W

Videos
How to Grow Avocados
How to Plant a Tree
How to Prune a Fruit Tree

Articles
Choose the Right Avocado for Your Region
Does Your Avocado Have an A Flower or a B Flower?
Pruning Science: How Trees Heal
How to Choose the Right Pruning Tool
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Fruit Tree Central

for tons of information and videos
about tree planting & care!

groworganic.com/organic-gardening/articles/fruit-trees
200+ HOW-TO VIDEOS - 300+ ARTICLES * PLANTING CALCULATOR

TIP OF THE WEEK - GROWING GUIDES * RECIPES & MORE!

groworganic.com/pages/resource-center
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Important Information

* Avocado are shipped leafed out, not dormant, and
accordingly are not covered by our Limited Guarantee
. for Dormant Bare Root & Potted Trees.

* If your plants arrived damaged, take photographs and
contact us immediately and we will provide you with a
refund of the purchase price, or a replacement.
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CULTIVARS

Cultivars of avocados have two different life cycles of flowers, “Type A
flowers” and “Type B flowers.”

“A Type flowers” are receptive to pollen in the morning and shed pollen
the following afternoon.

“B Type flowers” are receptive to pollen in the afternoon, and shed
pollen the following morning.

Consequently from a technical standpoint, production is best with
cross-pollination between two cultivars, one with Type A flowers and
one with Type B flowers. However, it is not necessary to have both types
to produce fruit.


https://www.groworganic.com/blogs/videos/growing-avocados
https://www.groworganic.com/blogs/videos/how-to-plant-a-bare-root-fruit-tree-in-your-garden-or-orchard
https://www.groworganic.com/blogs/videos/how-to-prune-fruit-trees
https://www.groworganic.com/blogs/articles/choose-the-right-avocado-for-your-region
https://www.groworganic.com/blogs/articles/avocado-flowers-a-and-b
https://www.groworganic.com/blogs/articles/quick-guide-to-vegetable-families-for-crop-rotation
https://www.groworganic.com/blogs/articles/pruning-science-how-trees-heal
https://www.groworganic.com/blogs/articles/how-to-choose-the-right-pruning-tool
https://www.groworganic.com/blogs/articles/fruit-trees
https://www.groworganic.com/pages/resource-center

FERTILIZE

Avocado trees should be fertilized on a regular basis. Fertilize using well
balanced citrus or avocado food. You can also use composted manure,
blood meal, fish emulsion, alfalfa meal or worm castings. Do not disturb
the roots when adding fertilizers. Avocado trees that have been fertilized
year-round are more cold tolerant.

FROST PROTECTION

Use frost protection such as Agribon if a freeze is forecast. Christmas
lights or landscape lights can be added underneath the blanket for more
frost protection. This is more critical for young trees than mature trees.
Controlling the size of the tree for the home gardener is important in
maintaining a reasonable shape to make frost protection possible.

SUMMER HEAT

Protect trees, especially young ones, from extreme sun and heat during
the summer. When temperatures are forecast over 90°F, you should
suspend shade cloth (30-45%) above the tree to help cool it and prevent
sunburn.

PRUNING

Avocados can be maintained to any size with pinching and pruning.
Frequent pinching of young trees is a good method to shape the tree,
rather than heavy pruning. Prune to shape and control size on larger
trees. Avocado trees can be susceptible to sunburn on the trunks of
newly pruned trees so you can whitewash with interior white latex
paint, diluted 50-50 with water, during periods of high summer heat and
intense sunshine.
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Return Policy

Perishable Items (3-Day Return Policy)

We guarantee the perishable items we sell to be in good, viable condition when we sell them.
Perishable items include, but are not limited to, garlic bulbs, flower bulbs, seed potatoes, onion
sets & transplants, bare-root trees, vegetable crowns... etc. If your perishable item arrives in
substandard condition, please contact us within 3 days of the purchase date (or delivery date)
and we will provide you with a refund of the purchase price (including shipping costs), or a
replacement. Accordingly, we urge you to open any boxes marked as “Perishable” immediately
upon receiving them. Because some perishable items can deteriorate very quickly, we cannot
accept any claims beyond the 3-day time frame as it becomes too difficult to determine if these
items were delivered in substandard condition, or if they turned into such substandard condition
because of having been improperly cared for or stored once delivered.

Limited Product Guarantee

Limitation of Remedy

We warrant to the extent of the purchase price only that the seeds or plants sold hereunder are
as described on the label within recognized tolerances. No other warranty is given, expressed
or implied, of (1) the merchantability or fitness of the seeds or plants for any particular
purpose, or (2) against loss due to any cause. We cannot accept any responsibility for the many
uncontrollable growing and climatic conditions (soil preparation, fertilization, weed and pest
control, temperature control, irrigation...etc.) that must be met to insure the success of your
crop(s) or plants.
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https://www.youtube.com/user/groworganic
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