


Check that the bobbin is full, or at 
the least, has enough thread to get 
through the design. 

Checking that you have 
enough bobbin thread seems 
obvious but I can't count the 
number of times I've run out of 
bobbin thread early in the 
embroidery. All it would have 
taken was a glance at the 
bobbin. 

Make sure that your design is 
stitching exactly where you want it 
on the fabric, that the design isn't 
turned upside down or mirrored 
the wrong way.  
To ensure this: 
• a) mark the fabric so you can 

tell where on the fabric the 
design is supposed to stitch. 

• b) watching the first few 
stitches stitch.  

I know it's a pain, but watch the first few 
stitches of the design. It's important. 
Make sure the design is facing the correct 
way. I do a lot of symmetrical designs 
which means a right and a left version of 
the design. Ask me how I know that it's 
possible for a design to stitch facing the 
right when it should be facing the left.  

Make sure that the fabric isn’t folded back under the hoop. This is such an easy 
thing to prevent, yet it happens a lot.  

Another part of this check is the stabilizer. Check that the stabilizer isn’t folded 
back under the hoop. Many is the time that I’ve tried to be frugal by loading up a 
long piece of stabilizer because I know that the total design will be long. Then the 
stabilizer folds back under the hoop so I am sewing on too many layers of 
stabilizer. That isn’t such a big deal if you’re using a stabilizer that will eventually 
go away –heat away or wash away. But… if you’re using a cut away that will 
remain you’ll end up with more weight under the fabric than you need. 

Ask anyone who embroiders 
if they’ve ever caught their 
fabric under the hoop. I think 
I know the answer. 
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Make sure you’ve loaded the design 
you meant to load.  

I know that sounds simple but it is 
something that happens. I had it 
happen to me just last week. The 
design I loaded was only fractionally 
different than the one that should 
have been loaded – the top veered 
off by 10 degrees. Well, it was 
enough to throw the thing off and 
make the project not work. Un-
sewing happened.  

Check that the thread you have in the machine is the right 
color for the section to stitch.  

Ever look at your design and realize that your leaves have 
been sewn in fuchsia, not green? That leads us to check 
number four. Make sure you have the correct color threaded. I 
find that this happens most often when I am embroidering the 
same design over and over on a piece. I get complacent. I 
think I know what color goes next. Or… I might think I’m on 
color three when I am really on color four.  



If the hoop does not have enough clearance 

and knocks into or hits anything while 

s tching, it will lose alignment. From that 

point on, the por on of the design s tched 

will not s tch in the correct place. Check 

carefully behind the hoop 

When you work on large pieces of fabric, the excess fabric 
can get caught under a chair's wheels, under the edge of the 
hoop, or somewhere else. Any of these situations will 
impede the hoop's movement; a recipe for bad stitching. 

These all sound simple 
and like, sure I’ll 
remember this. But… it 
pays to have the list 
typed out and taped 
next to your machine. 
Don’t take it for granted 
you’ll remember 
everything on the list. 

This list is from the book, “Artful 
Machine Embroidery”, by Bobbi 
Bullard 

Aim the camera on your phone or 
tablet on this QR code to go to the 
web page with more 
information.



The Full List 

1. Does the bobbin have enough thread for the full design? 

2. Is the design positioned correctly? Is the design facing the 
right way? 

3. Is the space under the hoop clear?  

4. Is the correct design loaded? 

5. Have you used the right color thread for the section about 
to sew? 

6. Is it clear around the embroidery arm? 

7. Is the fabric clear?

This list is from the book, “Artful 
Machine Embroidery”, by Bobbi 
Bullard 

Aim the camera on your phone or 
tablet on this QR code to go to the 
web page with more 
information.
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