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2015 

‘The Contrarian’ 

Shiraz 

Krondorf 

 
 
Rainfall:   486ml (April 14’ to March 15’, Ave. 547ml) 

Vineyard:  290m elevation, Krondorf, Sustainable farming, cover crop & slashing 

under vine, no synthetic chemicals. 

Varietals:  100 % Shiraz (BVRC30 clone). 

Age of Vines:    25 years. 

Soil/Rock:    Sandy loam, deep red clay, black biscay and limestone.  

Ave. Yields:    2.0 t/a or 34hl/h. 

Production:    500 cases 

Vinification:  2-5t open top stainless steel & wooden vats, indigenous yeast, 20% 

stem retention, two week ferment, hand-plunging & pumpover twice 

daily. 

Maturation: 17 months on fine lees, 50% new French oak foudre (2250L). 

Bottling:    August 16’, Minimal So2, Unfined & Unfiltered. 

Acidity:    6.1 g/l 

Alcohol:    14.0% 

 

‘The Contrarian’is a single vineyard Shiraz.  Each vintage I like to express one Barossa vineyard in a 

contrary manor. It’s a chance for me to indulge in creative wine-making and challenge traditional 

concepts of Barossa Shiraz. 

I have not settled on taking the fruit from a particular vineyard and continue to source from a new 

parish/suburb each year. The 2010 came from Greenock, 11 from Marananga, 12 & 13 were from 

Moculta in Eden Valley, 14 back to Marananga and now the 15 is from Krondorf on the Eastern 

Ridge of the Barossa Valley.  This vineyard and resulting wine’s unique character comes mainly from 

very cool gully breezes and air sinking off Eden Valley at night…  This concentrates sugar, tannin 

and acid ensuring Krondorf fruit is always the backbone vineyard of a good ‘HEAD RED Shiraz’ 

blend.  In 2015 this vineyard performed beyond expectation and fulfilled its Contrarian crown.  Look 

for the unique perfume, complexity and lush texture.  

 
Classically rich and fleshy blackberry. Plum and chocolate-scented fruits ahead of a slick, smooth and slippery palate 

that holds succulent appeal at the finish. Drink now to 2025+. Screw cap. 94 Pts James Suckling/Nick Stock 

Has perfume and spice laid on thick, and also this kind of ferrous thing going on that’s quite intriguing. Bramble fruit, 

grilled meat, very subtle cinnamon oak, medium bodied, lively and slightly sappy, fine emery tannin, with plenty of spice 

on a long cool finish. Savoury and lithe expression of Barossa Shiraz, and very nicely done too. 

Rated : 94 Points, Drink : 2016 - 2030+, Gary Walsh - The Wine Front. 


