
 
 

Case history 
Percy & Founders Installation completed by HS Wood Flooring 

 
Description:  A stylish and innovative new luxury restaurant and bar in the heart of 

Fitzrovia meeting the needs of young, affluent executives working in the area.  
 
Project:  To lay over 300 square metres of wood floors complementing the designs and 

finishes in four separate parts of a restaurant on the ground floor premises in a 
newly completed office building.  

 
Preparation: All woods are sensitive to humidity; some more than others. It was important, 

therefore, to find a place to store the wood for three weeks on the premises in 
controlled environmental conditions where the moisture and humidity levels 
were constant. 

 
Materials:  The lightly fumed, smoked and oiled engineered herringbone parquet oak with 

a raw timber finish (Product Code E212T) was supplied by The Solid Wood 
Flooring Company, one of the premier engineered* hardwood flooring 
companies in the United Kingdom.  

 
 Non-toxic, water-based glue was used to bond the surface wood to the sub-

floor.  
 
Challenges:  1. To find a place to store the wood for three weeks so that it could acclimatise 

to the new environment without obstructing the final stages of the 
construction. 

 2. To work along side other trades who were also fitting out the restaurant. 
 3. To ensure that no one walked on the newly laid floors for at least 12 hours 

whilst the wood settled and the glue matured. 
 4. The wood was specially finished to a high specification so offcuts had to be 

saved and re-used to minimise wastage and keep control of costs. 
  
Planning:  The first stage was to map each of the areas taking into account the visual 

perspectives planned by the designer, the location of built-in furniture and the 
previously-laid ceramic floors and their patterns.  

 
 The foreman for the project was kept informed of the progress of the floor on 

a daily basis in order that everyone involved in the project worked as a team. 
 
Execution: Screed subflooring holds water for a long time so the ambient moisture levels 

have to be fully tested and recorded using a Tramex Concrete Encounter 4 
before the floor could be laid over it. On major projects such as this one, it is 
good practice to install a humidity tester week before the planned laying to 
ensure it is safe to install the timber. 

 
 The screed sub-floor was not precisely level nor absolutely flat yet the floor 

had to be flush finished to match other flooring surfaces that couldn’t be 
adjusted. Adhesives and plastic packers were used to keep the floor perfectly 
flat and prevent it from dipping and sounding hollow or squeaky. 
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 The plank and parquet floors were laid to complement the design of the 

interiors. This meant drawing a stringline which would be starting point for 
the floors to be laid so that, when complete, the inherent lines created by the 
wood blocks enhanced the visual effect of the ambient decor. 

 
Fitting: Due to the accurate machining of the wood parquet blocks and fine tolerances 

achieved, waste was kept below 5%. On completion everyone was extremely 
pleased with the result. 

 
Completion:  16 days. 
 
* Engineered	  wood	  flooring	  is	  more	  sustainable	  and	  stable	  than	  solid	  wood	  because	  of	  the	  cross	  
plywood	  back	  on	  which	  a	  solid	  hardwood	  top	  layer	  is	  adhered	  to.	  It	  will	  not	  expand	  or	  contract	  like	  
solid	  wood	  making	  it	  perfect	  for	  both	  commercial	  and	  residential	  applications. 


