
Walk-in
wonderlands

Handbag carousels, separate aisles for day and 
evening wear, safes and panic rooms, stock-market 

feeds… today’s walk-in closets are so much more than 
just somewhere to store your clothes and get dressed

W O RD S  R A C H E L  L O O S

 T he walk-in closet as we know 
it took on celebrity status 
back in 2008 when, in Sex  
and the City: The Movie, 

fashion-forward heroine Carrie 
Bradshaw was mesmerized by  
the walk-in wardrobe in her new 
Manhattan penthouse: an expansive 
and gorgeously glossy room of plush 
white carpet, hand-beveled mirror 
wardrobe doors, and enough rack space 
for some 400 pairs of Manolo Blahniks. 

The closet scene is one of the film’s 
most memorable, and firmly established 
the walk-in as a statement of luxury 

design. But, says Melanie Charlton,  
CEO and creative director of New 
York-based “couture” closet design 
consultancy Clos-ette, the desire for 
such walk-ins began a few years earlier. 
“The walk-in closet definitely became  
a phenomenon with Sex and the City  
but it started trending about five years 
before that, when people realized that 
the wardrobe is where some of the most 
expensive articles in the home reside, 
and therefore needed a space to reflect 
this,” she says. Changing dynamics  
in society also played a role. “Women 
became more dominant in the home, 

and about what they wanted in it,”  
says Charlton. “And today a walk-in 
closet is a must-have.” 

It has certainly reached deal-breaker 
status in the luxury property market. 
“The value of walk-in closets cannot  
be underestimated,” says Anne Collins, 
a New York-based broker at Brown 
Harris Stevens Residential Sales, LLC, 
an a�liate of Christie’s International 
Real Estate. “True luxury properties 
have them. The high demand for good 
in-home storage is connected to the 
value of the property. The presence  
of these large closets indicates that » 

Wardrobe mistress: Melanie Charlton  
of custom closet-design firm Clos-ette 
in a Manhattan walk-in she created  
for a client (also seen opposite). “This 
‘boudoir’ was a challenge as there was 
more inventory than the geometry of  
the space allowed for, so we had to use 
every inch behind drawers and doors.” 
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One Niles Road
Austin, Texas, USA
High-quality finishes abound  
in this home, and the master 
suite has a spacious, beautifully 
appointed closet/dressing room.
$10,000,000
Contact: Diane Humphreys  
dianeh@moreland.com
+1 512 413 9406

Deer Run
Redding, Connecticut, USA
This spectacular estate’s master 
suite boasts a dressing room, 
walk-in cedar closet, multi-aisle 
wardrobe, and built-in bureaus.
$19,500,000
Contact: Jane Tullo & Karla 
Murtaugh, janetullo@neumann 
realestate.com, karla@neumann 
realestate.com, +1 203 438 0455

O N T H E  M A R K E T

When only a 
walk-in will do

men love flat-screens hidden into  
the architecture for watching the 
markets or news, or just taking a video 
conference call. They love anything 
James Bond-esque.” Lisa Adams, CEO 
of Los Angeles-based LA Closet Design, 
adds: “Men tend to want cool lighting,  
a shoe wall to display their sneakers  
and dress shoes, comfy seating, a 
refrigerator, a charging station...” 

SIZE GUIDE
A walk-in closet does not have to be  
the size of an apartment to be useful, 
however. In Hong Kong, for example, 
where space is at a premium, a closet  
is typically 170 square feet. In central 
London, interior designer Laura 
Hammett creates walk-in closets of 
about 200 square feet by transforming 
an existing bedroom into a closet, at  
a cost of around £30,000 ($46,800). 
“Usually it’s a period property that is 
being renovated so the footprint of the 
house doesn’t allow for an additional 
room, therefore an existing bedroom 
will be used instead,” she says. 

New York tells a similar story, with 
identical issues of space and property 
style, although Charlton is also used to 
working with 200- to 300-square-foot 
spaces, and a budget of up to $100,000. 

Determining how large a walk-in 
closet needs to be depends on the size  
of the wardrobe it needs to contain.  
The first step in planning is always  
an inventory of the current collection, 
followed by decisions on what will stay, 
what will go, and how much more is 
likely to be added. While walk-in closets 
are often shared, when space allows it, 
most couples prefer to have their own, 
allowing them free rein to indulge in 
their own style and design aesthetic. 

“Men are often inspired by the  
Tom Ford boutique with its dark, 
high-gloss wenge wood, marble, and 
tailored leather seating, while women 
want the look and feel of a Christian 
Dior boutique with mirror-backed glass, 
polished nickel, and a buttoned velvet 
ottoman,” says Hammett. 

Most walk-in closets are built with 
wood, with the finishes and details 
elevating the space into something 
special. Glass shelves, stacked library-
style, are backlit with concealed LEDs 
to showcase handbags and shoes; 

jewelry drawers are lined in suede or 
silk; and ties displayed in glass-topped 
drawers. Wardrobe doors are finished  
in high-gloss veneers or softened with 
fabric. For one of his discerning clients, 
London-based architect Simon Astridge 
designed a walk-through closet and 
dressing area with sliding doors and 
floor panels in soft leather, which when 
combined with under-floor heating, 
creates a luxuriously snug feel on a 
chilly morning. It is, he says, “beautiful, 
but also feels beautiful to the touch.”

With so much value stored behind 
glossy doors, security is a major concern 
and almost all walk-in closets include 
safes for particularly high-cost items. 

“Safes can weigh hundreds of kilograms, 
which means the floorboards beneath 
need to be strengthened,” says Astridge. 
Safes are often concealed behind hidden 
doors or mirrors, or within islands, 
rising up at the touch of a button. 

In California, Adams is incorporating 
biometrics into customized security 
measures. “In a three-story closet I 
designed in Beverly Hills, each floor was 
protected by iris recognition,” she says. 

Technology, however, goes beyond 
just security. “It is possible to archive 
every piece of your wardrobe so you can 
create your outfit virtually on-screen 
before deciding whether to wear it,” says 
Hammett, “and to have a camera that 
gives you a visual of the back view of an 
outfit.” Adams adds: “Many people are 
storing technology in their closets, so I 
am incorporating charging stations and 
cabinets with concealed outlets. Closets 
have certainly become multifunctional 
spaces where people are doing more 
than storing clothing.” 
Rachel Loos writes for The Daily 
Telegraph and The Times, and is  
former editor of Elle Decoration UK.

the owners live a style of life that the 
buyer also understands and wants.”

Carrie Bradshaw’s walk-in closet was 
sumptuous, but it pales in comparison to 
those in the real world. Grammy Award- 
winning singer Mariah Carey’s walk-in 
closet in her Manhattan apartment 
includes a dedicated space for a portion 
of her 1,000-pair shoe collection. In 
London, heiress Tamara Ecclestone 
renovated her home to include a closet 
with a mechanical handbag carousel,  
an evening-wear aisle for her party 
outfits, and a cabinet lined with Hermès 
leather for her jewelry and sunglasses. 

Arizona-based Red Rock Contractors 
created a double-story dressing room  
in which entire walls are devoted to 
handbags and shoes – the space presided 
over by a $40,000 chandelier. For a 
Saudi client, Charlton created a 12,000- 
square-foot walk-in closet lined in rose 
quartz at a cost of $2.5 million. And  
for another customer, this time in 
Mississippi, she designed a two-story 
closet complete with escalator; the 
client stored her everyday clothes and 

accessories on the ground floor, and 
rode the escalator up to her more 
glamorous evening wear and jewelry. 

“Walk-in closets are women’s  
trophy rooms, in which you will find 
serious couture collections, display 
cabinets containing Hermès Birkin 
bags, and jewelry worth more than  
the total cost of the home’s furnishings,” 
Charlton explains. 

Ultra-luxurious walk-in closets, 
though, are not solely the reserve of  
the stylish female. “Men also have an 
infatuation with their belongings,” says 
Charlton. “Watches, shoes, suits. And 

“Walk-in closets are 
women’s trophy rooms, 
containing bags and 
jewelry worth more 
than their homes’ 
furnishings.” 
Melanie Charlton

“In a three-story closet 
I designed, each floor 
was protected by  
iris recognition.” 
Lisa Adams

Opposite page: A closet by Red Rock 
Contractors, complete with statement 
chandelier. Left: A typically light and 
airy concept by LA Closet Design.    
Above: A walk-in by Laura Hammett, 
who often works on period properties.JA
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