
046 047

Marrakech
 Retail—

Marrakech
 —Retail

Retail
 —Gaining 
purchase

Since the 11th century 
camel-loads of goods – 
rugs, textiles, leather and 
more – have flowed out of 
the markets of Marrakech 
and into every corner 
of the world. It’s a city 
brimming with creativity 
thanks to the many 
artisans who call it home.

There’s also a rising 
pool of talented young 
designers – homegrown 
and expats alike – who 
are setting up fashion 
labels, ceramic studios, 
weaving mills and other 
ventures. The retail scene 
is enriched through 
their efforts and melds 
contemporary design with 
the country’s traditional 
handicraft practices. 

Of course, no visit 
would be complete 
without a whirl around 
the souks – the medina’s 
vast markets which are 
filled with inconceivable 
quantities of both treasure 
and tat. It takes some 
skill to discern which is 
which, and then there’s the 
haggling itself – we hope 
you’ve been practising. 

Fashion
Best dressed

Marrakshi Life, Hay Al Masar
Market leader

This is arguably Morocco’s 
definitive fashion label. The 
brand, started in 2013 by New 
York photographer Randall 
Bachner (pictured), has a 
unique look that brings to mind 
the draping, luxurious outfits 
of Ottoman sultans, plus a hint 
of wide-fitting French Riviera 
chic. And despite the rather 
specific aesthetic, there’s plenty 
to suit every wardrobe, from 
straight-and-narrow (think 
classic jackets and striped 
shirts) to avant garde: a canary-
yellow jumpsuit, anyone? 

In Bachner’s studio-shop 
visitors can see the clothing 
being made on traditional 
Moroccan looms. If there’s a 
fashion equivalent of farm-to-
table dining, this is it.
933 Route de Safi
1212 (0)5 2508 5267
marrakshilife.com

Charming,  
isn’t he?
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One-stop shop
—

Though 33 Rue Majorelle lacks 
a clothing range of its own, 

it stocks many of the brands 
featured in our retail rundown, 
including Laly (see opposite) 
and Le Chapelier (see page 
135). A good place to go,  

then, if you’re tight on time. 
33ruemajorelle.com

 
Hanout, Medina
Old meets new 

“I grew up in a family with a 
great tradition of dressmaking, 
embroidery and knitting – 
during the summer holiday, 
that was how I made money,” 
says Meriem Rawlings, the 
Moroccan owner-designer 
of Hanout. Today Rawlings 
creates maxi dresses, jumpsuits 
and silk kaftans from colourful 
fabrics sourced from Morocco 
and India, as well as leather 
jackets and accessories that  
she embroiders with one-off 
Berber jewellery from the  
Atlas Mountains. 

This shop (the other is in 
Riad Zitoun) is petite but packs 
a punch. It also has quite the 
client list, including members 
of Morocco’s royal family. 
194 Rue Mouassine
1212 (0)5 2437 8736 
hanoutboutique.com

Laly, Medina
Material worth

What sets a Laly item apart 
is its material. Owner and 
designer Badra Bengeloune 
sources fabrics from Paris  
and elsewhere in Europe  
(often from the same suppliers 
as luxury brands such as 
Hermès) to create elegant 
womenswear that, while 
minimal in design, has a  
playful Moroccan touch. 

“I pay great attention to 
making clothes as comfortable 
as possible – that are easy to 
wear again and again,” says 
Bengeloune, who has a list of 
high-profile clients. Laly has 
two outposts: this one, which 
opened in February 2019, and 
another to the northwest of  
the medina.  
104 Hay Elkennaria Essoucha
1212 (0)5 2509 5650

Norya Ayron, Medina
One-off pieces

Algerian designer Norya Ayron 
(pictured) is the undisputed 
doyenne of women’s fashion 
in Morocco. A number of big 
names have worn her designs: 
Kate Moss, Juliette Binoche 
and Sharon Stone, to name 
a few. Originally an events 
organiser, Ayron shifted her 
attention to fashion in 2013.

Each piece she designs  
is a one-off. So while the 
showroom may look replete 
with luxuriously patterned 
dresses, you can be sure there’s 
no stock room – once it’s gone, 
it’s gone. Everything is made 
in Ayron’s atelier in Marrakech 
with Portuguese fabrics that are 
exclusive to the label. The shop 
sits above Le Jardin Marrakech 
(see page 26).  
32 Souk Jeld
1212 (0)6 6129 5990
norya-ayron.com
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More fashion brands

01 Kitan, Medina: A 
colourful, small-batch 
womenswear label by 
Japanese designer Mai 
Yamazaki. You’ll find her 
shop across the road  
from Malakut (see page 
54), while the atelier is  
just a few doors down. 

 11 Derb Smara Kandil
02 Maison ARTC, Gueliz: 

An avant garde label 
whose eccentric designs 
are inspired by traditional 
Arab and Berber clothing 
– boosted by kitsch 
patterns and bright 
colours, that is.  
maisonartc.com 

03 Topolina, Sidi Ghanem: 
An intensely bright,  
bold label by Isabelle 
Topolina, who has been 
lauded by fashion titans 
such as Vogue. Her  
men’s and womenswear 
designs thrive on strong 
patterns and bring  
to mind the grand, 
ceremonial outfits of 
India, Japan and the 
Middle East.

 topolina.shop

Akbar Delights, Medina
Globetrotting designs

This little shop is stowed away 
in a space behind Jemaa El 
Fna. It’s an explosion of colour: 
cushions, kaftans, babouches 
(Moroccan slippers), scarves – 
you name it, you’ll find it.

The style is more ornate 
and overtly Moorish than most 
other fashion brands in town. 
“The main idea is to revisit 
traditional embroideries and 
create, say, jackets or coats that 
you buy in Marrakech but wear 
perfectly well in Europe or 
America,” says Isabelle Dobry, 
one of three French co-owners 
who set up the brand in 2004. 

There’s another Akbar 
Delights outpost, plus sister 
label Moor (with a greater 
focus on homeware), in Gueliz. 
Place Bab Fteuh
1212 (0)6 7166 1307
akbardelightscollections.com

Max & Jan, Medina
Mixed bag

The multi-brand shop Max 
& Jan occupies a 300-year-
old building in the medina, 
spanning a huge fashion 
section, accessories and 
homeware and even a terrace 
restaurant and café. It’s an 
inviting set-up – the likes of 
which is unusual in Marrakech. 

The heart of the collection 
is the in-house line of 
womenswear designed by 
Swiss and Belgian co-owners 
Maximilian Scharl and Jan 
Pauwels. You’ll also find 
perfume by Héritage Berbère, 
glassware and ceramics from 
local artisans, and much more 
besides. Once you’re done 
browsing, pop upstairs for  
a juice or a coffee. 
14 Rue Amsefah
1212 (0)5 2433 6406
maxandjan.com

Homeware
Living design

36 Mouassine, Medina
Ceramics and more

French-Moroccan designer 
Corinne Bensimon is well-
known in Marrakech for her 
ceramics line, which, until this 
shop’s opening in 2019, was 
only available from the Beldi 
Country Club (see pages 84 to 
85). Now visitors to the Red 
City can browse her full line  
of wares within a stone’s  
throw of Jemaa El Fna. 
Bensimon has also stocked  
the three-storey space with 
hats by Le Chapelier, wooden 
cutlery by Moroccan-Japanese 
label Michi, vintage glassware 
and more. 
36 Rue Mouassine
1212 0(6) 7548 0102

New  
wardrobe,  
tick!
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LRNCE, Sidi Ghanem
Worth the journey

The industrial neighbourhood 
of Sidi Ghanem may not be 
the most attractive destination 
but a visit to this studio and 
shop will make it worthwhile. 
Belgian designer Laurence 
Leenaert (pictured) moved here 
with her nascent label in 2015 
after quitting Ghent’s Royal 
Academy of Fine Arts. 

Her pieces are instantly 
recognisable by their colourful 
and playful yet minimal  
design. Leenaert started with 
bags but has since expanded 
into carpets, pillows, sandals, 
ceramics and mirrors too. 
Everything is handmade in 
Morocco by some 35 artisans. 
Be sure to check the website  
for opening hours.  
59 Sidi Ghanem
1212 (0)5 2420 0108
lrnce.com

V Barkowski, Medina
Lots of linen

The linen pieces designed by 
Valérie Barkowski – owner 
of Dar Kawa (see pages 20 to 
21) – are an omnipresent motif 
in the homes of Marrakech’s 
high society; everyone wants to 
furnish their tables, bathrooms  
and beds with the French 
designer’s creations. 

In this cavernous shop  
next to Mustapha Blaoui  
(see page 54) you’ll find 
placemats, napkins, towels and 
bed linen, plus smooth-as-silk 
babouches and a small line of 
leather goods (a relatively 
recent addition to the brand’s 
remit). Everything is made 
in Morocco and stands as 
testament to the high level of 
craftsmanship in the country.
Dar Bacha, 142 Arset Aouzal
1212 (0)6 2449 4001 
valeriebarkowski.com

Treasure trove
—

Designers Alessandra Lippini 
and Fabrizio Bizzari’s Ministero 

del Gusto is a funky building 
of Lippini’s own creation. 

Inside you’ll find one-off pieces 
of furniture (also hers) and 

vintage clothing such as 1920s 
Chanel. By appointment only. 

ministerodelgusto.com
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Kulchi, Medina
Bespoke service

Cassandra Karinsky made the 
move to Marrakech in 2005 
but didn’t found Kulchi (which 
means “everything” in Arabic) 
for another five years. While 
working for magazines such 
as Marie Claire Maison, the 
Aussie often had to source rugs 
for shoots and soon developed 
a deep knowledge of, and 
passion for, the craft. “It was 
all very fascinating to me,” she 
says. “There’s so much beauty 
and history in each piece.” 

Kulchi produces its own 
collection in collaboration  
with rug shop Bazar du Sud, 
with which Karinsky shares  
a space in the medina, and 
stocks vintage numbers too. 
Unlike other rug shops, service 
is personalised: Karinsky helps 
customers pick out the perfect 
rug or organises to have one 
made specially, whether it’s 
for the home, an office or a 
magazine shoot. “It can be a 
big investment so it’s important  
for us to make sure our clients 
are happy with their final 
purchase, a piece they will live 
with for many years,” she says.
60 Rahba Lakdima
1212 (0)6 3922 1259
kulchi.com

Specialist retail
Out of the ordinary

Magasin Général, Sidi Ghanem
European collectibles

This warehouse-like shop is a 
trove of reconditioned vintage 
furniture, art, glassware and 
general miscellanea – think 
typewriters, travel trunks and 
gymnastics sets – from fin de 
siècle, 1920s and 1930s France, 
Belgium and England. Belgian 
owner Délphine Mottet, 
who used to run a riad in the 
medina, regularly travels back 
to Europe to source items but 
also has agents on the ground. 
“I use my mother,” she says. 
“She’s in Belgium and goes  
to the markets every Sunday.” 

All the wares have been 
faithfully restored and at times 
adapted for modernity’s sake; 
furniture is reupholstered here 
using Belgian fabrics. 
369 Sidi Ghanem
1212 (0)5 2433 6673
magasin-general-marrakech.com 

Malakut, Medina
Eye for design

Though Salah-eddine  
Bouhiri makes his living as  
a mathematics professor, his 
real calling is as a ceramicist 
and designer. You’ll often  
find him at his pint-sized  
shop, which sells ceramics  
(see pages 134 to 135) with 
undulating shapes and minimal 
designs, as well as scarves  
made by women artisans  
from southern Morocco.
54 Triq Sidi Abd El Aziz
1212 (0)6 4205 6028

6 Souk Jeld, Medina
Nostalgic melodies

In endearing Moroccan 
fashion, this record store 
doesn’t even have a name.  
But you can’t miss it: just  
head towards Souk Jeld  
– near Terrasse des Épices  
(see page 44) and look and  
listen out for two old foxes  
blasting Moroccan rock  
on their vinyl player. The  
shop is a trip through the  
1970s; there are no price  
tags, so you’ll have to haggle. 
6 Souk Jeld
1212 (0)6 7128 2128

Fixed-price haven 
—

A household name in the  
retail scene, Mustapha Blaoui  

is nothing short of an Aladdin’s 
cave of lamps, rugs, ceramics 
and other typical Moroccan 

homeware. It’s also the more 
tourist-friendly of the traditional 
shops, if bartering isn’t for you.  

144 Rue Bab Doukkala 

Rugs
Well covered
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Les Nomades de Marrakech, 
Medina
Family affair

Spread across a 600-year-old 
building, this family-run rug 
emporium is overseen by 
fifth-generation owner Namous 
Abderrahim (pictured). It’s 
home to some 22,000 rugs of 
every size and style imaginable.

While there are plenty  
of Arabic-style carpets 
here (recognisable by their 
colourful, geometric patterns), 
the main attraction are the 
more free-spirited, simple 
Berber variants – the unique 
patterns of which are designed 
by craftsmen in moments of 
inspiration. This is also the  
best spot for sourcing a vintage 
rug, whether you’re after 
something from the 1880s  
or the 1980s.
40 Zaouiat Lahdar
1212 (0)5 2438 1845
lesnomadesdemarrakech.com  

Soufiane Zarib, Medina
Tasteful designs

Soufiane Zarib (pictured, on 
right) is a third-generation 
Marrakshi and arguably one  
of the country’s top designers. 
His eponymous label’s 
speciality is Berber rugs, made 
in Middle Atlas from sheep 
and goat wool. The styles are 
contemporary, pared-down 
and often boast colours that 
you wouldn’t see in more 
traditional shops. 

Zarib’s flagship also stocks 
vintage Moroccan homeware, 
as well as a small in-house 
furniture range and its own  
line of linen jumpsuits. Once 
you’ve signed for all your 
purchases, pop upstairs  
to the rooftop restaurant, 
Coles, for lunch. 
16 Rue Riad Laarous
1212 (0)6 1528 5690
soufiane-zarib.com 

Is there  
a weight  
limit?
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Souks
Market trade

Where to start 
—

There’s nothing like sifting 
through the souks to find 
a treasure. It can feel a bit 

overwhelming but don’t worry, 
we’ve created a rundown of 
which ones to hit whether 

you’re after hand-dyed textiles, 
babouches or a vintage tea  

set (see page 137). 


