
 

 

36th National Garden Railroad Convention Update 
May 30 to June 5, 2021 

Nashville, Tennessee 
 

Welcome to the next update newsletter for the 36th National Garden Railroad Convention which will be 

held from May 30th to June 5th, 2021 at the Gaylord Opryland Resort and Convention Center in Nashville, TN. 

Registrations for the Convention can be made on-line by using the Convention website (www.ngrc2021.com). 

Since our last newsletter Nashville has moved back to Phase 3 in our fight against the COVID-19 virus. Some 

of the famous Nashville attractions such as the Grand Ole Opry and the Country Music Hall Fame have opened 

up to the public at reduced capacities. Updated convention and clinic schedules are included in this newsletter 

along with the names of the speakers for the convention clinics. 

 

Convention Schedule 

 

Please be aware we are still dealing with a very fluid situation due to COVID-19 pandemic. Schedules for 

the convention could change due to COVID-19 conditions or event locations forcing us to make changes 

which could be out of our control. We are trying to manage these situations as they arise to the best of 

our abilities. Rest assured we are not going to take risks that jeopardize the health and safety of our 

guests or club members. We will continue to follow CDC guidelines and local health regulations. Changes 

affecting the convention will be included in future newsletters, posted on the Convention website 

(www.ngrc2021.com) and also on Facebook. 

http://www.ngrc2021.com/
http://www.ngrc2021.com/


Clinic Schedules and Speakers 

 

On the following page is the clinic schedule for the 36th National Garden Railroad Convention. We are thankful 

all speakers we asked to lead clinics in 2020 have agreed to lead clinics at the Convention next year. Clinic 

topics will appeal to the beginner building their first garden railroad all the way to the most experienced garden 

railroader. For those building a new garden railroad, Paul Race, webmaster for the Family Garden Trains 

website gives his thoughts on low maintenance railroads and also a clinic on high reliability garden railroads. 

Don Sweet from Remote Control Systems of New England will discuss adding batteries and radio control to 

locomotives. 3-D printing technology is rapidly advancing and Steven Berneberg from Spatial Applications 

will lead a clinic on this technology. A second clinic led by Steven is about the application of LEDs in garden 

railroads. 

 

 For those interested in building their own structures we have two outstanding speakers on the clinic schedule. 

Glen Carlisle, from Stoneworks demonstrates using stones and cement to build structures that can withstand 

the elements encountered on a garden railroad. As in many previous conventions, John Meyers from SG 

Models will again lead four different “Make and Take” clinics where the participants will assemble a structure 

from a SG Models kit. Each participant can take home the structure they built and install it on their railroad. 

These four clinics have limits on the number of participants and a nominal fee will be collected at the start of 

each clinic for the kits. Always popular at previous conventions are clinics hosted by Nancy Norris, former 

horticulture editor for Garden Railways magazine where she demonstrates pruning shrubs to make scale-like 

trees. For the 36th National Garden Railroad Convention we asked Nancy to “think outside the box” and discuss 

Do’s and Don’ts in using plants to create realistic scenes. Kenneth Vogel, from Northlandz will discuss the 

history of bridges used by railroads, including various design types and materials used in their construction.  

 

The 36th National Garden Railroad Convention has two new “wrinkles”. We have included a women’s clinic on 

scrapbooking led by Kathy Winter from Stampin’ Up! and two clinics for youth 17 years of age and younger. 

Youth have the opportunity to decorate a small building made from wood and / or adding a load to a flat car. 

Both of these projects can be entered into the youth modeling contest. For the women’s and youth clinics there 

are nominal charges for art supplies, a wood building and a flat car. Paint and brushes for decorating the wood 

buildings will be provided by the Nashville Garden Railway Society. Pre-registration for the women’s and 

youth clinics are required using the convention website so we can have a head count to ensure we have enough 

materials available for each clinic. 



 
 

Correction 

In our last convention newsletter, there was a typographical error in the telephone number for making hotel 

reservations at the Gaylord Opryland Resort and Convention Center. The correct telephone number is (877) 

351-5021. We apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused. 

 

Contact Information 

 

Convention email address:  ngrcnashville@gmail.com 

Convention website: www.ngrc2021.com 

Vendor hall: Steve Jungst at (615) 674-8281 

Hotel reservations: (877) 351-5021 

mailto:ngrcnashville@gmail.com
http://www.ngrc2021.com/

