
 

 

36th National Garden Railroad Convention Update 
May 30 to June 5, 2021 

Nashville, Tennessee 
 

Finally, some good news! The Covid-19 restrictions in Nashville have been relaxed slightly and venues are 

returning to a more “normal” schedule. Restaurants and music venues effective on March 1 can have 125 people 

on each floor of the building and they can remain open until 1:00 AM. Masks and social distancing 

requirements are still in effect. Previously, these establishments were restricted to a total of 200 people in the 

whole building and had to close at 10 PM. The General Jackson river boat started operating again on March 5 

with both noon time and dinner time performances, but at a reduced seating capacity. From now until June 30, 

the General Jackson performances will be tributes to Elvis Presley and Dolly Parton. Tuesday and Friday night 

performances at the Grand Ole Opry also are returning, but still with a maximum of 500 people in the Opry 

House. We all welcome these developments. Administration of the vaccines is progressing well in Tennessee. 

In this Convention update newsletter, we remind everyone about registrations for the Convention, hotel room 

reservations, the 2021 Convention car, our Youth Clinics, the ice cream social and we continue to feature more 

layouts on the tours. 

 

Convention Registrations 

 

If you transferred your Convention registration from 2020 to 2021 you do not need to re-register for the 

Convention. We have a log of all activities you signed up for and everything will be directly transferred over. 

However, if you want to add additional activities for your family to enjoy during the Convention, please go to 

the Convention website (www.ngrc2021.com) to make your purchases. If you want to make changes to dates, 

times, or cancel an activity, please contact us directly via email (NGRCNashville@gmail.com) for assistance. 

 

By request we have a small block of tickets held for the Saturday night June 5 performance of the Grand Ole 

Opry. If your travel plans include staying in Nashville overnight on June 5, you might want to attend the 

Saturday night Grand Ole Opry performance. All tickets will be on the main floor of the Opry House and 

attendance is restricted to 500 people in the audience. Use the Convention website to make your purchases for 

the Saturday night Grand Ole Opry performance. About 10 days before the performances, the names of the 

performers for each show will be posted on the Grand Ole Opry website (www.opry.com). 

 

Please be aware we are still dealing with a very fluid situation due to COVID-19 pandemic. Schedules for 

the convention could change due to COVID-19 conditions or event locations forcing us to make changes 

which could be out of our control. We are trying to manage these situations as they arise to the best of 

our abilities. Rest assured we are not going to take unnecessary risks that jeopardize the health and 

safety of our guests or club members. We will continue to follow CDC guidelines and local health 

regulations. Changes affecting the convention will be included in future newsletters, posted on the 

Convention website (www.ngrc2021.com) and also on Facebook. 

http://www.ngrc2021.com/
mailto:NGRCNashville@gmail.com
http://www.opry.com/
http://www.ngrc2021.com/


   

 

Hotel Reservations 

 

All hotel room reservations at the Gaylord Opryland Resort and Convention Center made for the Convention in 

2020 were canceled by the resort. This means you will need to re-book your hotel room reservations for 2021. 

We have added a few extra rooms, at our discounted room rate, for Saturday June 5. There is a link on the 

Convention website you can use to book hotel rooms on-line. Hotel room reservations can also be made by 

calling the Gaylord Opryland Resort and Convention Center at (877) 351-5021. Mention you are booking rooms 

for the National Garden Railway Convention and request the special convention room rate. This will save you a 

significant amount of money compared to their normal room rates. 

 

 

2020 and 2021 Convention Cars 

 

The Nashville Garden Railway Society is pleased to announce we have entered into an agreement with USA 

Trains to have the 2021 National Garden Railroad Convention cars produced. Shown below is the mockup of 

the 2021 National Garden Railroad Convention car. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The CSX bulkhead flat car will be available with two road number options; 2020 or 2021. You can select which 

road number (or both road numbers) you desire when you make your purchase from the Convention website 

(www.ngrc2021.com). Seventy-five percent of the cars we ordered will have road number 2021 and the other 

25% will be with road number 2020.  Each car will sell for $85. The convention cars will be shipped to 

Nashville for pick up during the Convention. If you want to purchase a Convention car but are unable to attend 

the Convention, please email us to make arrangements for shipping to your location at an additional fee. Thank 

you to everyone who pre-purchased a Convention car. Once our initial order of cars is sold out, there will be no 

more production runs. There are less than 10 bulkhead flat cars left with the 2020 road number. Don’t wait until 

the last moment to make your purchase. We also have 2020 “unConvention” hopper cars, produced by PIKO, 

for sale on the Convention website. You will be amazed when you see the quality of the graphics depicting the 

Nashville, Chattanooga & St. Louis 576 steam locomotive, Union Station, and the Nashville skyline on the car. 

 

Youth Clinics 

 

There is still space availability for both Youth Clinics we are offering during this Convention. The clinics are 

for youth younger than 17 years of age to encourage their interest in garden railroading and model railroading in 

general. These clinics are “make and take” where the youth can take their project home with them when 

completed. If they so desire, they can enter their finished model in our Youth Modeling Contest to have a 

chance to win the “Best of Show” prize as voted on by Convention attendees. The winner will be recognized at 

http://www.ngrc2021.com/


the Convention banquet on Friday June 4 where they will receive their very special “Best of Show” award. The 

clinic to decorate a flat car is between 2 and 3 PM on Thursday June 3. We will provide various items they can 

place on the flat car to create the load or they can bring an item from home. The second youth clinic 

immediately follows the flat car clinic and runs from 3:00 to 5:00 PM on June 3.  In this clinic the youth can use 

their imagination and creativity to paint and decorate a wood building. There is a nominal charge to cover 

supply costs for these clinics.  See the Convention website (www.ngrc2021.com) for details and to register for 

these exciting clinics. 

 

Ice Cream Social 

 

The ice cream social tradition at the National Garden Railroad Convention continues in 2021, but with a minor 

change. Out of an abundance of caution due to the pandemic we will not be serving “hand dipped” ice cream as 

in previous conventions. Instead, we will be serving commercially prepared ice cream products which are 

individually packaged. There will be several options of cool treats for our guests to choose from. The ice cream 

social will be from 1:00 to 2:00 PM on Thursday June 3, in the parking lot near the vendor hall where the tour 

buses will drop off people following the Thursday layout tours. 

 

 

Layout Tours 

 

 

  

Ain’t Misbehavin’ Railroad 

 

Tyler and Angela Black 

Tuesday June 1, 2021 

 

With over 2,600 feet of brass track and still 

expanding before the Convention, the Ain’t 

Misbehavin’ railroad is one of the largest 

layouts in the Nashville club. On this 

sprawling layout with two main lines 10 to 

12 trains can be run simultaneously. There 

are four ponds with live fish, waterfalls and 

two bridges the trains cross. The railroad is 

mainly elevated track and most locomotives 

are battery powered. There is one line that 

is track powered. More than 90 structures 

are found on the layout that are either 

scratch built or built from kits. 
 

http://www.ngrc2021.com/


 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Nashville, Chattanooga & St. Louis 576 

Steam Locomotive Restoration Project 

 

Tennessee Central Railroad Museum 

Wednesday June 2, 2021 

 

In our December 2019 newsletter we wrote 

about the history of the Nashville, 

Chattanooga & St. Louis 576 steam 

locomotive. The J-3 class locomotive had 

been sitting in Centennial Park in Nashville as 

a static display for 66 years. In January 2019, 

the locomotive was transported to the 

Tennessee Central Railroad Museum to 

undergo a complete restoration of the 

locomotive to full working condition for 

future use on train excursions. With a $ 2 

million budget for the restoration, we will 

check in on the progress which has been made 

on the locomotive. 

 

The No Name Railroad 

 

Chris and Denise Bamberg 

Wednesday June 2, 2021 

First constructed in 2016 as a raised roadbed 

railroad with about 350 feet of track powered 

brass rails for the sole purpose of running 

larger modern equipment. In 2020, a second 

loop of track was added to the layout at 

ground level for running smaller locomotives 

and rolling stock. There are two small town 

scenes on the expanded part of the railroad.  

The owner is slowly adding to his layout as 

time allows. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Nashville Chattanooga Railroad 

 

Ken Miller and David Hamilton 

Wednesday June 2, 2021 

 

Construction of this freelance railroad 

started in 2017 with multiple railroads 

running on the tracks. Unfortunately, the 

railroad received extensive damage by a 

tornado in March 2020. Rebuilding of the 

new railroad started in late April 2020. With 

over 50 damaged trees removed from the 2-

acre lot, the owners had to be creative on the 

track plan and appearance of the new 

railroad After much thought, they decided to 

model the City of Nashville and some of its 

famous landmarks; Union Station which was 

built in 1900, the AT&T building (aka 

“batman building”), Tootsies Orchid 

Lounge, and the Johnny Cash museum. The 

railroad consists of more than 4000 feet of 

brass flex-track, 50 turnouts, and a long 

passing siding. One of the loops of track is 

electrified for DC operation and other loops 

are unpowered for battery powered and live 

steam operation. The track is signaled for bi-

directional running. Freight trains with 30 to 

40 cars and long passenger trains are run on 

the layout. As an engineer for CSX 

Railroad, Ken tries to use his knowledge of 

railroading, to build and run the railroad in a 

somewhat prototypical manner. 



  

Nameless Victorian Estate Railway 

 

Garrett and Katie Rea 

Wednesday June 2, 2021 

 

This Victorian era light railroad uses British 

and American prototype 2-foot gauge live 

steam locomotives and rolling stock. Trains 

run on 32 mm O gauge track which makes 

the trains 1:19 scale. This scale and track 

gauge combination is commonly used in 

Great Britain with its roots tracing back to 

the 1930s. Built as a “Covid-19 sanity 

project” in May 2020, the layout is elevated 

on pressure treated lumber using Peco (UK) 

SM32 track. The layout is 60-feet in length 

with 48-inch radius curves. There is a single 

passing siding and a locomotive “steam up” 

bay to prepare the locomotives for running. 

Rolling stock includes a small but 

constantly growing collection of live steam 

locomotives; most from Roundhouse 

Engineering Ltd., but also includes other 

brands from around the world including 

Argyle, IP Engineering, The Train 

Department and Accucraft; all ranging in 

age from a few months to almost forty years 

in age. Freight and passenger rolling stock 

are typical light industrial and estate type, 

the vast majority being kit built with kits 

imported from the wide range of suppliers 

within the United Kingdom.   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

West Franklin Short Line 

 

Larry and Pam Webb 

Thursday June 3, 2021 

 

The railroad is on a raised bed and encompasses 

a little over 350 feet of track. The track is wired 

in blocks, which are controlled by a switch panel 

Larry built and two Bridgewerks power 

supplies.  The railroad is in a L shape with the 

largest width is approximately 25 feet and with a 

length of 45 feet.  There is a 14-foot curved 

wooden trestle, a 5-foot-long curved chord truss, 

one deck girder bridge, one through truss bridge 

and another trestle that carries two tracks for 

about ten feet. A highlight is the artificial rock 

work, which Larry crafted and painted on site. A 

number of buildings are scratch built, and have 

been on the railroad for many years. Many dwarf 

plants, some which are over 20 years old, are on 

this layout. The railroad is lighted for night time 

operations using period lighting.   

 

Veachwood Express Railroad 

 

Bobby and Ruth Ann Veach 

Thursday June 3, 2021 

 

The Veachwood Express railroad has 185 feet 

of brass track and meanders around Ruth 

Ann’s flower and herb garden, a koi pond, and 

Bobby’s practice putting green. On the layout 

is a 16-foot-long bridge along with four feet of 

cribbing. Structures on the railroad have been 

scratch-built out of cedar and pressure treated 

wood. 



 

 

 

Contact Information 

 

Convention email address:  ngrcnashville@gmail.com 

Convention website: www.ngrc2021.com 

Vendor hall: Steve Jungst at (615) 674-8281 

Hotel reservations: (877) 351-5021 
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