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Rain, rain, rain go away! March 2021 has been the wettest March in Nashville since records have been kept 

dating back to 1871. Nashville received 5.75 inches of rain on March 28 which set a record for the most rainfall 

in 24-hour period in March and the fourth largest amount of rainfall in a single day in history. Coming into 

March we had a 1.78-inch rainfall deficit. On April 1, we now have over a 9-inch rainfall surplus. That pretty 

much tells the story.  

 

Several people have sent email asking if everyone is safe and if any railroads were damaged. We greatly 

appreciate your concerns and very kind words of support. All the railroads survived the heavy rains with only 

debris washing up on the track and ballast floating away with the exception of one. Unfortunately, the railroad 

damaged by the tornado last year has received damage due to flooding. As a club we will come to the rescue 

and get the layout up and running in time for the Convention. Talk about the challenges of model railroading 

outside! 

 

The Davidson County Health Department and the City of Nashville have further eased restrictions. Restaurants 

and music venues are now permitted to have 175 people per floor in the building with a maximum occupancy of 

2,000 people. In addition, these venues can now remain open until 2:00 AM. 

  

Convention Registrations 

 

We will be purchasing Convention supplies for your registration packets on April 15th. If you are considering 

attending the Convention, please complete your registrations so we have an accurate count of attendance when 

we place our supply orders. If you transferred your Convention registration from 2020 to 2021 you do not need 

to re-register for the Convention. We have a log of all activities you signed up for and everything will be 

directly transferred over. However, if you want to add additional activities for your family to enjoy during the 

Convention, please go to the Convention website (www.ngrc2021.com) to make your purchases. If you want to 

make changes to dates, times, or cancel an activity, please contact us directly via email 

(NGRCNashville@gmail.com) for assistance. 

 

Please be aware we are still dealing with a very fluid situation due to COVID-19 pandemic. Schedules for 

the convention could change due to COVID-19 conditions or event locations forcing us to make changes 

which could be out of our control. We are trying to manage these situations as they arise to the best of 

our abilities. Rest assured we are not going to take unnecessary risks that jeopardize the health and 

safety of our guests or club members. We will continue to follow CDC guidelines and local health 

regulations. Changes affecting the convention will be included in future newsletters, posted on the 

Convention website (www.ngrc2021.com) and also on Facebook. 

http://www.ngrc2021.com/
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Limited Availability of Hotel Rooms 

 

The block of rooms we have reserved at the Gaylord Opryland Resort and Convention Center is rapidly filling 

up. There still is a limited number of rooms available, but once we hit our guaranteed number of rooms, the rate 

per night reverts back to the normal rate charged by the hotel. Also, after May 10 our discounted room rate ends 

even if we have not reached our room night guarantee. Don’t delay in booking your hotel rooms.  There is a link 

on the Convention website you can use to book hotel rooms on-line. Hotel room reservations can also be made 

by calling the Gaylord Opryland Resort and Convention Center at (877) 351-5021. Mention you are booking 

rooms for the National Garden Railway Convention and request the special convention room rate. This will 

save you a significant amount of money compared to their normal room rates. 

 

Tickets for Grand Ole Opry, General Jackson Riverboat, and Other Optional Activities 

 

In about two weeks we will be purchasing tickets for the Tuesday and Saturday night performances of the 

Grand Ole Opry, the General Jackson riverboat cruises, Backstage Opry Tours, Country Music Hall of Fame 

and Jack Daniels tours. For those that purchased tickets for these activities, your tickets will be placed in your 

registration packet. After Friday April 23, we will prevent new purchases of tickets for these activities. Any 

unsold tickets in our blocks will be released for sale to the general public. Once we purchase tickets for these 

events, there will be no refunds issued.  If you are considering attending any of these special activities, please 

make your purchases before Friday April 23. 

 

Train Excursion and Trip to Kentucky Railroad Museum 

 

The seating restriction on the May 31 train excursion at the Kentucky Railroad Museum has been relaxed and 

we can now seat 210 passengers on the train. Each passenger will be required to wear a mask on the buses and 

train. We will have a limited number of tickets for the train excursion available for sale on-line beginning on 

April 12. 

 

Informal “Meet and Greet” Reception on May 31 

 

We received an email from an individual stating this was going to be the first National Garden Railroad 

Convention he has attended. In the email he hoped new Convention attendees would be openly welcomed and 

there are opportunities to meet and socialize with other garden railroaders. This got us thinking. We are pleased 

to announce there will be an informal “Meet and Greet” reception on Monday May 31 from 6:30 to 8:30 PM 

in the banquet room at the Bavarian Bierhaus (www.bierhausnashville.com) located in the Opry Mills Mall (121 

Opry Mills Drive, Suite 315). The Bavarian Bierhaus is a German restaurant, and yes, serves imported German 

biers (beers). We anticipate the tour buses will return to Nashville following the Monday train excursion to the 

Kentucky Railroad Museum around 6:15 PM (depending on Nashville traffic). This will be an informal 

gathering for all convention guests that would like to attend. Each person is responsible for their own food 

and bar bills. The restaurant is about a 10-minute walk from the Opryland Resort. There is a shuttle bus that 

runs between the resort and Opry Mills Mall. 

 

Pre- and Post- Convention Tours 

 

We have arranged for several individuals to open up their railroads for pre- and post-convention tours. If you 

are driving to the Convention you will want to take a detour and check out these outstanding layouts located in 

Georgia, east Tennessee and northern Alabama.  We are still seeking individuals living west or north of 

Nashville that will open up their layouts for a pre- or post-convention tour. If you are interested in doing so, 

please contact us for more information. For security measures we will not post online the addresses and 

descriptions of the layouts on the pre- and post-convention tours. If you are interested in visiting these layouts, 

http://www.bierhausnashville.com/


please send email to us at NGRCNashville@gmail.com. In the subject line type Pre- and Post-Convention 

Tour Info and request the addresses and descriptions of the layouts. We will email this information back to you 

in mid-May. 

 

Make and Take Clinics 

 

By popular demand John Meyer from SG Models will offer several “make and take” clinics during the 

Convention devoted to constructing buildings for you to take home and place on your layout. Each clinic has a 

maximum number of people that can attend. There is a nominal fee which will be collected at the beginning of 

each clinic to cover the costs for the materials for the building. Be sure to arrive early to secure your spot for the 

clinic of your choice. Below is the information about each “make and take” clinic John will lead: 

 

Thursday June 3 from 3:00 to 5:00 PM: 

Track-side shanty with crossing gate.  

20 people limit. 

$40 kit cost 

 

Friday June 4 from 8:00 to 9:00 AM 

Roadside billboards 

15 people limit 

$25 kit cost 

 

Friday June 4 from 10:00 AM to Noon 

Railroad yard machine shop 

15 people limit 

$40 kit cost 

 

Friday June 4 from 1:00 to 3:00 PM 

Whistle stop water tower 

15 people limit 

$30 kit cost 

 

Kathy Winter from “Stampin’ Up” has volunteered to lead two clinics on scrapbooking which will be of interest 

to the women attending the Convention. She will teach about developing a scrapbook to preserve memories of 

your own personal garden railroad or whatever your imagination leads to. These clinics will be held from 3:00 

to 5:00 PM on Wednesday June 2 and also again on Friday June 4. The clinics are limited to 12 people and 

there is a $25 material cost fee. There are still spaces available for both of these dates. Tickets for the Women’s 

clinics can be purchased online through the Convention website (www.ngrc2021.com). 

 

We still have space availability for both “make and take” clinics for our younger railroad fans. The clinic to 

decorate a flat car is between 2 and 3 PM on Thursday June 3. We will provide various items they can place 

on the flat car to create the load or they can bring an item from home. The second youth clinic immediately 

follows the flat car clinic and is scheduled from 3:00 to 5:00 PM on June 3.  In this clinic the youth can use 

their imagination and creativity to paint and decorate a wood building. There is a nominal charge to cover 

supply costs for these clinics.  See the Convention website (www.ngrc2021.com) for details and to register for 

these exciting clinics.  If they so desire, they can enter their finished model in our Youth Modeling Contest to 

have a chance to win the “Best of Show” prize as voted on by Convention attendees. The winner will be 

recognized at the Convention banquet on Friday June 4 where they will receive their very special “Best of 

Show” award. 
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Vendor Hall 

 

We will be contacting each registered vendor later this month with information about the vendor hall set up time 

and location of their booth spaces within the vendor hall. There are still a couple of vendor contracts we are 

waiting to arrive. Once we have them in hand, we will be posting the names of the vendors attending the 

convention. 

 

 

 

 
 

Contact Information 

 

Convention email address:  ngrcnashville@gmail.com 

Convention website: www.ngrc2021.com 

Vendor hall: Steve Jungst at (615) 674-8281 

Hotel reservations: (877) 351-5021 
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