
Fairtrade at a Glance
January 2016. For more info visit www.fairtrade.org.za

What is Fairtrade?
Fairtrade is an ethical certification system which aims to promote 
more equality and sustainability in the farming sector.
A product that carries the Fairtrade label has met rigorous Fairtrade 
Standards, which focus on (1) improving labour and living conditions 
for farming communities, and (2) promoting farming practices that 
don’t harm either people or the environment.
Fairtrade is not a charity. It is an alternative trading model that com-
bines trade with  empowerment and sustainable development.
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a credible, independent certification
There are 1210 producer organisations and over 2000 trading part-
ners that are Fairtrade certified in the world.
All farmers and traders are annually audited by FLO-Cert.
FLO-Cert is the independent certification body for Fairtrade and is 
ISO65 accredited - the leading, internationally accepted norm for cer-
tification bodies operating a product certification system.
With Fairtrade, the whole supply chain is checked - from the field 
to when the product is packaged and ready for consumption.
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The Fairtrade Product Journey
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Fairtrade encourages sustainable production and 
initiates a long-term approach to environmental
protection. No GMOs are allowed in Fairtrade.

2 laboUr
sTandards

Fairtrade makes sure that farms 
comply with the highest labour 
standards, including no child la-
bour, freedom of association and 
non-discrimination policies.

3 handled and 
Traded Fairly

Fairtrade audits farms and traders 
annually to ensure that the whole 
supply chain complies with the 
standards.

4 Fair Pricing

Fairtrade guarantees producers a fair price that 
reflects the costs of producing sustainably.

5 giVing back To 
commUniTies

Upon sales of their Fairtrade 
products, small-scale farmers and 
farm workers receive the Fairtrade 
Development Premium, which 
they can invest to develop their 
businesses and empower their 
communities.


