ZETETIC COSMOGONY:
CONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE
THAT THE WORLD IS NOT A
ROTATING— REVOLVING— GLOBE.
------------------------------ASSUMPTIONS
---------------

In order to account for natural phenomena in keeping
with the assertions of the learned, many hypotheses have to
be laid down, and many unfounded assumptions are
absolutely necessary to support the unsound fabric of
astronomical imagination.
In "Modern Science and Modern Thought," by S.
Laing, the following occurs on page 51: —
" What is the material universe composed of? Ether,
Matter, and Energy. Ether is not actually known to us
by any test of which the senses can take cognizance, but
it is a sort of mathematical substance WHICH WE ARE
COMPELLED TO ASSUME IN ORDER TO
ACCOUNT for the phenomena of light and heat."
Whatever explanation may be furnished regarding light
and heat on this basis, must be discarded as utterly untrustworthy, because the premises are assumed.
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Once upon a time it was stated that " the stars were
motionless," but as soon as assumption was allowed to talk,
the scene was changed, for, as Science Siftings informs
(Vol. 6, page 39),
"as soon as it was CONJECTURED that the stars were
subject to the law of gravitation, it was inferred that
they were not motionless."
Professor Huxley had to resort to assumption to account
for the disappearance of ships at sea, although had he
known the truth of the matter, or taken the trouble to
enquire, his unwarranted assumptions would have been
totally unnecessary.
He says:
"We assume the convexity of the water, because we
know of no other way to explain the appearance and
disappearance of ships at sea.”
What learning! What profound wisdom! If we " know
of no other way " it is better to admit the fact and wait until
we " have found out some other way " to explain the
difficulty, if there is any. Knowledge is gained by practical
investigation and experience, and has no need of the
assistance of assumption to provide an excuse for
ignorance. If water could be proved to be convex, there
would be no need to assume it to be so. We should have
many proofs and abundant evidence of the fact. But the fact
that water has been proved to be level, hundreds of times,
makes it. necessary for those who refuse to believe proved
facts which tell against their theory, to resort to assumption
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to maintain their unreasoning position. And yet this same
Professor, in his book “Science and Culture " says
" the assertion which outstrips evidence is not only a
blunder but a crime."
The assertion, therefore, that water is convex against
proof furnished many times over that it is level, is not only
a blunder, but a crime.
----------------------------------------AGE OF THE EARTH
This is a subject which has been much speculated upon.
I shall quote a few of the more prominent assumptions. Sir
Robert Ball, in his "Story of the Heavens," pages 169 and
170, tells us that
“We cannot pretend to know how many thousands of
millions of years ago this epoch was, but we may be
sure that earlier still the earth was even hotter, until at
length we seem to see the temperature increase to a red
heat, from a red heat we look back to a still earlier age
when the earth was white hot, back again till we find the
surface of our now solid globe was ACTUALLY
MOLTEN."
But imagination goes still further than this. In " Our
place among Infinities," by R. A. Proctor, pages 9 and 10,
we find the following : —
“Let it suffice that we recognize as one of the earliest
stages of our earth's history, her condition as a rotating
MASS OF GLOWING VAPOUR, capturing then as
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now, but far more actively then than now, masses of
matter which approached near enough, and growing by
these continual indraughts from without.”
How we are to " recognize " that the earth was once
rotating mass of vapour, we are not told. On what evidence
the recognition rests, is not stated. Perhaps it is not too
much to assume that this is like most other assumptions of
the astronomical schools, without the slightest vestige of
possibility, to say nothing of probability. Sir R. Ball tells us
that " we may be sure " that the earth was once " actually
molten"; but on what provable data the "surety" of this
"actuality" rests we are left to the foggy mazes of
imagination to discover. But imagination, assisted by
assumption, will account for anything, and so we are told
that it " took 350,000,000 years for the earth to cool down
from a temperature of 2,000 centigrade to 200." Proctor
says that Bischoff has shown this, aud so we ought to be
sure enough. Were similar ridiculous statements made in
relation to any other science than Astronomy or Geology, I
believe the general reader would dismiss them at sight. But
because they are made in a " domain of science " where the
general reader, in most cases, cannot follow, they are
allowed to pass as the genuine product of learning and
investigation ; whereas they are at best but wild and utterly
impossible theories. In " Modern Science and Modern
Thought," page 44, we are informed that
"It is right, however, to stale that ALL
MATHEMATlCAL CALCULATIONS OF TIME
BASED ON THE AS I SUMED RATE AT WHICH
COSMIC MATTER COOLS INTO SUNS AND
PLANETS, AND THESE INTO SOLID AND
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HABITABLE GLOBES, ARE IN THE HIGHEST
DEGREE UNCERTAIN."
Thus, after all the labour to establish a theory, allied
with much skill in setting it forth, in its best dress, we are
calmly assured that all these tall figures and imaginations
are based on premises which are in the highest degree
uncertain! If evidence for rejecting these fanciful
hypotheses summarily and in toto were wanting, surely it is
now furnished to satisfaction. Not only are these "
mathematical calculations" of assumed premises, "in the
highest degree uncertain," but they are to be classed with
the tomfooleries of the age, and reckoned among the many
and impossible absurdities of the present day.
One of the chief of recent speculations regarding the
earth, is that it is a body like the planets, because it has been
shown that the sun and the stars are of the same constituent
parts as the earth. Iron, Salt, &c., are said to be elements of
the sun's composition, and as the earth contains these and
other minerals, it is a globe or planet like the other heavenly
bodies which contain the same metals. What is known as
SPECTRUM ANALYSIS
Is relied upon as proving this. A prism is placed in
position so as to intercept the sun's rays, and the colours
seen through this instrument, red, orange, yellow, blue, are
said to be the result of the various metals contained in the
sun in a state of fusion, emitting their several colours in the
combined sunlight, which total light is decomposed into its
component colours by the prism.
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With the object of testing the conclusions arrived at by
the learned relative to spectrum analysis, several
experiments were made by the writer. The light of the sun
on a clear day, about noon, seen through the prism disclosed
the various colours that can be seen through this instrument.
On a hazy day before sunset the colours seen were the same
but very faint. Light from a lighthouse and a star seen
through the prism, showed the colours to be the same, the
colour from the light of the star being much less brilliant
than that from the lighthouse. Light from a parafine street
lamp gave the same result as light from a star or the sun,
only much fainter. Then the electric light was tried. A large
street lamp of great power and several others of less power
gave the same result as the sun, star, lighthouse, and street
lamp, but in various degrees of brilliancy according to the
power of the light. Even a candle gave a very faint yellowblue tinge, so slight that it had to be looked at for some time
before anything but blue was apparent.
If, therefore, it be argued that spectrum analysis proves
that the sun is made of the same metals as we find in the
earth, and that, therefore, the earth is a product of evolution
then it is equally clear that the electric light and the glass
shade of the lamp which encases it are really composed of
iron and various other metals in a state of fusion,
constituting indeed, a globe of glowing vapour, and not
glass, carbon, &C., at all. It is also as reasonable to
conclude that the paraffine lamp and the candle are
composed of metals in a state of fusion and that there is in
reality no paraffine, no glass, no tallow, and no wick. That
is to say, known facts must be thrown aside, common sense
stultified, and reason dethroned in order to bolster up the
unprovable assumptions of modern science relative to the
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doctrine of evolution as applied to the earth and the
heavenly bodies.
AERONAUTICS.
If the world be a ball, as Sir R. Ball gravely informs
us, the aeronaut should be one of his most ardent
supporters, as the highest part of the surface of the globe "
would be directly under the car of a balloon, and the sides
would fall away or dip " down in every direction. The
universal testimony of aeronauts, however, is entirely
against the globular assumption, as the following quotations
show. The London Journal of 18th July, 1857, says: —
“The chief peculiarity of the view from a balloon at a
considerable elevation was the altitude of the horizon,
which remained practically on a level with the eye at an
elevation of two miles, causing the surface of the earth
to appear concave instead of convex, and to recede
during the rapid ascent, whilst the horizon and the
balloon seemed to be stationary."
J. Glaisher, F.R.S., in his work, " Travels in the Air," states
: “On looking over the top of the car, the horizon appeared
to be on a level with the eye, and taking a grand view of the
whole visible area beneath, I was struck with its great
regularity ; all was dwarfed to one plane ; it seemed too flat,
too even, apparently artificial." In his accounts of his
ascents in the air, M Camilla Flammarion states : " The
earth appeared as one immense plane richly decorated with
ever-varied colours ; hills and valleys are all passed over
without being able to distinguish any undulation in the
immense plane."
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