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The Gospel of Gamaliel

Lament of the Virgin

In the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost, we will write a discourse composed by Cyriacus, 1 
bishop of the town of Bahnasa, 2 on the merits of the pure 
Virgin our Lady 3 Mary, and her affectionate weeping 
on the day of the crucifixion of our Lord, when on the day 
of His holy resurrection she went to the door of the 
sepulchre of her Son and did not find His body, because 
He had risen up from the dead. May his 4 blessing be with 
us. Amen. 

He said: The weeping of Jacob, the head of the 
Patriarchs, has been renewed to-day, O my beloved; why 
then should not the Virgin Mary weep over her Son whom 
she conceived in virginity? Why should not the Virgin 
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Mary weep over the one for whom she suffered the pangs of 
parturition? Why should not the Virgin Mary weep over the 
one into whose divine mouth she placed her virginal breast? 
Why should not the Virgin weep over the manger, which^ is 
in Bethlehem?  Why should not the Virgin weep over her 
beloved Son whom she carried during nine months 
of gestation? Why should not the Virgin weep over the one 
whom she brought forth and suckled? 

If Rachel weeps over children whom she has never 
embraced, why should not the Virgin weep over the one 
whom she carried in her arms like all babes? ' If Rachel 
weeps over children for whom she did not run from place to 
place, why should not the Virgin weep over her child with 
whom she ran from country to country? If Rachel weeps 
over children whose tombs she has not seen, why should 
not the Virgin weep at the door of her only Son's sepulchre?  

The weeping of a venerable old man" 3 has been 
renewed to-day for a young, 4 virgin woman.  Jacob did not 
see Joseph bound by his brothers, but the Virgin saw her 
Son nailed to the wood of the cross. Jacob did not 
see Joseph when his brothers threw him while hungry into 
the depths of the well, so that he might weep over him; but 
the Virgin saw her Son hanging on the cross in the middle 
(of two malefactors), before all the Jews. Jacob did not see 
Joseph when his brothers stripped him of his clothes, but 
the Virgin saw her Son in a naked state in the middle 
of Jews devoid of understanding. Jacob did not see Joseph 
being sold to Egyptian merchants for thirty denarii, but the 
Virgin saw her Son when Judas sold Him for thirty pieces 
of silver. Jacob wept over a foreign blood and over a robe 
that was not torn by wild beasts, but it is over a divine blood 
smeared on the rock of the Kranion'" that the Virgin is 
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weeping, and over the foreign robe which her Son was 
wearing, since they had divided His garments 
among themselves. The brothers of Joseph wept and 
repented that they had sold their brother, but the Children of 
Israel did not weep when they sold their Lord. 1 The sons 
of Jacob rejoiced when their brother reigned (over Egypt), 
but the Jews did not rejoice when their Lord rose up from 
the dead.  

O pure Virgin, your wailing over the tomb of your 
beloved Son is truly sweet and your voice is melodious in 
the middle of the angels, when they brought to you the sad 
news and said: "O Mary, what are you doing sitting, while 
your Son is standing before the Governor and is being 
judged and insulted by the High Priest of the Jews? "O 
Mary, what are you doing sitting, while your Son is being 
stripped in the court of His garment dyed (with His blood)? 
O daughter of Joiakim, what are you doing sitting, while 
your Son is carrying alone a cross in the streets 
of Jerusalem, and no one comes near Him? O dove of 
Hannah what are you doing sitting, while your Son is being 
crucified in the place of the Kranion? O seed of David, why 
have they lifted your Son on the cross?  

O my pure and Virgin Lady, your wailing is truly sweet 
to-day in the house of John, while saying: 2 "Oh, how bitter 
is this messenger who came to me to-day!  He is more bitter 
than the messenger of death who came to Job and to Jacob 
Israel. Oh, how cruel is the intelligencer who came to me 
to-day, O my Child! He is more cruel than the one who 
announced to Lot the burning of his town. Oh, how painful 
is the news that came to me to-day, O my child! It is 
more painful than the news concerning the death of the 
valiant men of Israel. Oh, how cruel is the messenger who 
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brought me this bad news, O my child! (This child) has 
comforted me for thirty years, and He never furnished 
me with an occasion to chide Him and scold Him. (What 
adds bitterness) to the news is that the one who brought it to 
me is Salome! All my sorrow has began again! 

"O my child, I have never been to a Governor, nor have 
I ever stood before a judge. I have never seen a robber 
being killed, nor have I ever gone to the Kranion, nor do I 
know the place of the Golgotha. O my child, I have never 
stood before a man engaged in litigation so that I might 
realise the false wisdom (that has been applied to your 
case); nor have I ever been present in a law court, so that I 
might realise the injustice that has been done to you. O my 
child, I am inside the house of John, and you are in the 
house of the High- Priest Annas. O my child, this cruel 
news that concerns you has outweighed the sadness of my 
orphan hood, and the painful information relating to you has 
to-day l deprived me of my joy. The angel announced to me 
your birth in Nazareth, and I have been announced this 
cruel news about you in Jerusalem.' Your Annunciation 
occurred to me in the house of Joseph, and this bad news 
was brought to me in the house of John. O my beloved, I 
was rejoicing in my heart and saying constantly, 'To-
morrow we shall have our passover, accomplish the 
ordinance of the feast and return to our home;' the passover 
has come to me, O my beloved Son, they with weeping and 
wailing! My feast has changed into lamentation and 
my passover into grief! 

"The Virgin uttered this affectionate wailing" in 
the house of John when they brought to her the sad news of 
her Son. Then she began to look for one of His holy 
disciples to walk with her, but she did not find any, 



   7

because all had fled and forsaken Him from fear of the 
Jews. She asked for Peter to accompany her, and she was 
informed that from his fear of the High Priest he had denied 
her Son, saying, "I do not know Him," and that he had gone 
and hidden himself from Him. She asked for James, the 
brother of the Lord, and she was informed that he had fled 
and left Him on the mount where He was seized. She asked 
for Andrew, and she was informed that he had never come 
with Him to town at all. She asked for Thomas, and she was 
informed that he had thrown down his garments and 
fled. She asked for the son of Tulmas, 4 and she was 
informed that he was the first of His brethren to flee. She 
asked for Philip, and she was informed that when he saw 
the torches burning, he was terrified and fled. She asked for 
James, the brother of John, and she was informed that he 
never even looked at Him. She asked for Matthew, and she 
was informed that he was afraid of the Jews more than all 
others, as they had a special grudge against him from the 
time he used to collect taxes from them, and he had, 
therefore, fled in the darkness of the night. In short she 
asked for all of them, and she did not find a single one of 
them except John who had accompanied Him to the 
Kranion and the Golgotha.  

Then the Virgin resumed her weeping and wailing, 
because she was not able to find any of the Apostles, the 
disciples of her Son, except John, and said while weeping: 

"Woe is me, O my Son and O my beloved, because your 
brethren fled and disappeared. O my father Peter, I was 
thinking every day that you would not deny your Master. 
You have not been given gold and silver that you denied 
Him so quickly. You have not been presented with a boat 
and oars, why then did you deny to-day your Master and 
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your Lord? You have not had the gift of a son or a daughter 
(as the price of your denial), O Peter, and you have not had 
the offer of exchanging Him for a brother or a friend, why 
then this spiritless weakness of yours? You did not see a 
second cross, O Peter, which you believed might be for you, 
that you were so terrified that you denied Him. He gave you 
a tongue of iron, O Peter, and you melted it and spoiled it 
without fire or a smith. He bestowed grace upon you, 1 O 
Peter, more than all men, and you did not bear now a 
single slap for your Master. He bestowed on you, O Peter, 
two eyes the light of which does not fade, and you did not 
feel ashamed to deny their light." He confided to you, O 
Peter, the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, and you did not 
suffer a short time (for Him) in the prison of the High 
Priest." 

He made you, O Peter, His deputy to all the world, 
and you did not endure a single temptation 3 for your 
Master. He made you, O Peter, a father to all the world, 
and you did not act in a brotherly love for a single short 
hour towards my Son. He imposed His divine hand on 
your head, 4 O Peter, and you did not agree b to have a 
crown of thorns on your head before you had denied Him. 
Even if you say, Peter, that my Son is not your Master but 
only your friend, it did not behoove you to deny Him in this 
way. If you had to endure, O Peter, all the tribulations 
undergone with us by my father: Joseph, you should have 
been dragged to Herod with my Son.' If you had to bear like 
him the pains of the journey to the country of Egypt, you 
might not have been able to endure a single one of them. 
May the dew of heaven nurture your bones, O my father 
Joseph, the just man, and may the tree of life nourish 3 your 
soul because you have endured my tribulations with me, 
and have not denied my Son! O Peter, they have not 
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brought you before the Governor, nor have they placed you 
before the high tribunal that you denied your Master so 
quickly."  
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When the Virgin finished her lamentations over 
the denial of Peter in the house of John, she sent for John, 
who came and found her weeping. Then both John and the 
Virgin wept over the Lord Jesus. Then John said to 
the Virgin: " O my mother, do not weep over Peter for his 
denial of my Master, because he has not the same blame 
attached to him as that which attaches to Judas 
who betrayed Him. 

I heard what "my Master said at the evening meal and 
what Peter said to Him, 'Be it far from you, Lord, this shall 
not be unto you,' 4 but I will give my life for you. And I 
heard my Lord and my Master rebuking him three times 
saying to him, ' Go ye behind me, Satan, you have become 
an offence to me, for you think not of the things that be of 
God, but of those things that be of men.' Now, O my Lady 
and my mother, do not weep over my father Peter, because 
his denial will be (the symbol of) repentance to sinners, as 
he gave the lie to his own words and corroborated the words 
of his Master." 

Then the Virgin gave herself to bitter weeping because 
she had not seen her Son, and she reverted again to her 
painful lamentations in the house of John and said: "I adjure 
you, O John, to show me the way to the Kranion. I adjure 
you, O John, to accompany me to the Golgotha. I have 
never seen yet a robber being crucified, nor have I stood 
near a robber when he was being beheaded. 1 I shall 
forsake my town and my great freedom, and shall go bare-
footed to the place in which my beloved Son has been 
crucified like common robbers, because He is alone and not 
one of His brethren is standing near Him, and there is not 
here with you any of your friends who would say anything 
about you. O my child, the sorrow of a mother for her 


